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ADVERTISEMENT,

It is not the only, nor even the chief design of these sheets,
to refute the reasoning and objections of Mr. Humn with
regard to miracles: the chief design of them is, o set the
pringipal argument for Christianity in its proper light. On
a subject that has been so often freated, it is impossible to
avoid saying many thingd which have been zald before. It
may, however, with reason be aflirined, thot there sl re-
maing, on this suhject, great scope for new observations,
Besides, it ought to be remembered, that the evidence ofany
cumplex argument depends very much on the order into
which the material circumstances arve digested, and the man-
ner in which they ave displayed.

The Essay on Miracles desexvos to bo considered as one
of the most dangerons attecks that have been made on our
rehigion. The danger results not solely from the merit of
the pisee ; it vesults much more from that of #he author. The
pisce itself, like very other work of Mr, Hume, is ingenious;
hut 1ts merit is more of the oratorial kind than of the philo-
sophical.  The merit of #he author, 1 acknowledpe, is great.
The many usclul volumes he has publishod of Aistory, as well
a8 On eritivism, politics, wul frade, have justly procured him,
with all persons of taste and discornment, the highest repu-
tation as 4 writer, What pity isit that this reputation should
have been sullied by attempts to undermine the foundation
both of natural refigion, and of revealed /

Tor my own part, I think il & piece of justice in me to
acknowledge the obligations Lowe the author, before T enter
on the proposed examination. I have not only been much
entertuined and instructed by his works; bat if 1 am pos-
sessed of any talent in absteaet veasoning, 1 am not a little
indebted to what he has written on Human Neturs, for the
improvement of that talent, If, therefore, in this Tract, I
have refuted Mr. Hume's Essay, the groater sharo of the meril
is perhaps to be asoribed to 3r, Hume himselll The campli-
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ment which the Russian monarch, after the famous battle of
Poltowa, paid the Swedish generals, when he gave them the
honourable appellation of his masters in the art of war, I may,
with great sincexity, pay my acute and ingenious adversary.

I shall add a few things concerning the occasion and form
of the following Dissertation.

Some of the prineipal topies here discussed were more
briefly treated in a sermon preached hefore the Synod of Aber-
deen, and are now made public at their desire, To the end
that an argument of so great importance might be more fully
and freely canvassed than it could have been, with propriety,
in a sermon, it was judsed ncecssary io new-model the dis-
course, and to give it that form in which it now appears.

The edition of ¥r. Hutne's Hssays, to which I always refer
in this work, isthat printed at Lesdon, in duodecimo, 1750,%
entitled, Philosophical Essays concerning Human Understand-
ng, 1 have, since finishing this tract, scen a later edétion, in
which there are a few varigtions. None of them appeared
ta me 50 material asto give ground lor altering the quotations
and raferences bere used. There s indeed one afteration,
which candour required that 1 should mention: T have ac-
corditigly mentioned it in a note.t

The arguments of the Fssavist 1 have endeavoured o re-
fute by argument. Mere declamation I know no way of
refuting but by aralysing it; nor do T eonecive how incon-
sistencies can be answered otherwise than by exposing them.
Insuch anafysiz and exposition, which I own, 1 have sttempted
without ecremony or reserve, an air of réidicafe s unavold-
able 1 But this sidiesle, [ am well aware, il founded in mis-
represeniation, will at last rebound upon myself. Tt is pos-
sible, that, in some things, I have mistoken the author's
meaning ; I am conscious that 1 have not, in any thing, de-
designedly misrepresenied it.

* As {his advertisement waa prefixed to the first cdition of the Dissertation, I
wis not 4 little surprised to obeerve, (hat the Prench trsslator declared, in the
first semtenee of hiz Awis es Lechenr, thed he did not know whaet cdition of Mr.
Huma'a Essaye T hal waed in whis worl. O preecediog, T discovered that my
adverttement haz pot beeny Arsmzlated By bins, which makes me suspect, that, by
tomae accident, 1k had been Teftont of the copy which Le used.

T Page 101,
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PREFACE,

I mERE offer to the Public a new and improved edition of
my Dissertation on Miracles, fivst printed in the year 1762,
together with some other Tracts velated to it, as supplying
additional evidences of the truth of our religion, displaying
its amiable spirit, and manifesting its beneficial tendency, in
respect, not ondy of individuals, but of communities and states.

The first of these iz a Sermon on the Spirit of the Gospel,
preached bofore the Syvnod of Aberdeen in 1771, The se-
cond, & Sermon preached before the Soclely in Scotland for
Propagating Christian Knowledge in 17775 the scope of
which is to show, that the success of the first publishers of
the gospel is a proof of its truth, The third is a Sermon
preached at the Assizes at Aberdeen, on the happy Tnfluence
of Religion on Civil Socisty. The fourth also is a Scarmen,
on the Duty of Allegiance, preached at Aberdeen in 1576,
on the Fast-day, on account of the Bebellion in America;
and the fifth, an Address to the People of Seotland on the
‘Alarms that had been raized in regard to Popery.

On the Dissertation itself T have made a few amendments,
not very material 1 acknowledgo, yot of zome use for obvi-
atingr olbjections and preventing mistakes, It has been ob-
served by several, that Mr. ITume has, sinee the Dissertation
first appeared in print, onee and again republished the Lssay
to which it was intended as an answer; uel only without
taking the smallest notice that any thing reasonable, or even
specions, had been urged in oppaesition to hiz doctrine, but
without making any alteration of any consequence on what
he bad advanced. I know but one exceplion, if it shall be
thought of moment enough to he called an exception, from
this remark. What, in former editions, had been thus ex-
pressed, as quoted in the Dissertation,® ¢ Upun the whole it
appears, that no testimony for any kind of miracle can ever

& Tavt 1., Beet, 1,



2 PREFACE,

possibly amount to a probability, much less to a proof,” is
made in the octavo edition, published in 196%, © Upon the
whole it appears, that no testimony for any kind of miracle
has ever amounted to a probability, much less to & proof.”
By this more moderate declaration, Mr. Hume avoids the
contradietion there was in the sentence to the concession he
had subjoined in & note, But ne correction is given to many
other sentences, which needed correction not less glaringly
than this, For this conduet it is not easy to account, unless
on the hypothess, that he had never read the Dissertation,
or that he had so Tow an opinion of it, as not Lo think it con-
tained any thing whieh cither required an answer, or descrved
his notiee, What follows will probably satisfy the reader that
neither of these suppositionz was the fact. That Mr. Hume
had read this aiiempt to confute his argument, and did not
think contemptuouslyof it, I have his own suthority to affitm;
for, svon after its publication, T was honoured with a letter
from him, one great purpesc of which was to assign his rea-
sons for not intending a reply. What he writes on this sub-
ject shows sulliciontly, thongh meidentally, that contempt was
not the passion which the perusal of this tract had raised in
his mind. As there iz nothing in the letter which can Jead
to an unfavourable reflection, eithey on the wnderstanding
or on the dispesition of the writer, (for to me it appears to
have an opposite tendency,) and as it assigns his own reasons
for not engaging farther in the controversy, [ have been in-
duced, in justice both to him end to myself, to pablish it. I
say, in justico to him; for T am convineed that Mr. Hume
would not have considered it as redounding to his honour, to
have the construction above mentioned put upon his silence.
Yet il must be vwned, that, to those who have never heard
himself’ on the subject, it i= by far the most plausible con-
struction. The letter i= word for word as follows;—

“ Bin,

#I1 has so seldom happened, that controversies in philo-
sophy, much more in theology, have been carvied on without
producing a personal quarrel betseen the parties, that T must
regard my present situation as sumewhat extraordinary, who




