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THE HEBREW PROPHETS

CHAFTER 1
THE MEANING, ORIGIN, AND EARLY HIATORY OF PROPHECY

" The Fropheta’ is the title given by the Jews to one ssction
of their sacrad Scriptores. The firat division is called
the Law (Twrah), and consiets of the five hooks of the
Pentatench ; the second division i called the Prophets
{ Nebiim), and consists of two portions, (1) the former
Prophets | Nebfim Réshonim), i.e. four historical books
which were sppsrently eompiled, and partldy written,
under the guiding infuence of men endued with the
prophetie gift : Joshua, Judges, and the books of Samuel
and Kings.! (2) Tha latter Praphets ( NVebiim *Achicronim)
are sleo reckonad as four boolks, L e. three great prophets,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and one book of miner prophets
sometimes called in Greek o Sndexcmpdiprros. The third
division of the Hebrew BSeriptures, ed the Writings
%Ke.tﬁubﬁim, Greek dywypada}, contalns the remsini
ooks of the Hebrew canon, some of which are tical,
e.g. the Pealms, Job, Lamentstions, and the of
Solomon ; others historical, &g Chronicles, ra,
Nehemish ; one only being prophetic in character, viz,
the book of Danlal,

The former Propheta.—In this book we are only con-
cerned with “the prophets” and not with all of them, but
ooly with the ¢ latter prophets." It Is, however, impor-
tant to bear in mind the fact that some of the historical
books are classed as © prophets.” This fact is & proof that
the books of Joshua, ed, Jamuel, and Kings are not

1Th books (1 and 2 Bamuel, 1 sod # Kinga) formed in tha
Eehh:m; two: tha baok of E!ani'uui and the bevle of Fegs.
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2 THE PROPHETIC WRITINGS

mere annals or chronicles of Hebrew history. They
contain history and something more. They interpret the
events which they describe, and constantly draw attention
to the purposes which Almighty God had in view through-
pnt His dealings with tha chosem peopla. The events
recorded are selected and E.rrang-edpiu such a way as to
illustrats the leading ideas of the prophetic writers,
eapecially, perhaps, the thought of Gods faithfulness to
His govenant promizes in spite of the oft-repeated rebel-
lion and E)}N‘L‘Bij of His chosen people, the certainty and
savarity of His judgments, and the depth and constancy
of His compasaion.

Collection of the Prophetis Writlnge —Various writin
of the prophets, former and latter, were probably
compiled or collected hor shortly after the close of
the exile, and they 5:5:: cama to be regarded as
authoritative seripture, worthy of a place next to the
pacrad ‘Law,” during the fifth century m.a. There Ia
doubtless an alement of truth in the tradition mentioned
in 2 Mace. ii. 13, that Nehemizh founded a library and
gadhered Eogether the booler concerning the kings and the
prophefs and the (booke) of Dacid and the lellere of the
Kings chout soered gifts. At any rate, wo have pood
reason to believe, that in the days of Nehemiah's activity
at Jerusalem (eive, 445-480), there arcse a widespread
desire to collect and preserve the sacred utterances of the
Hebrew prophets ; but it is most probable that even if
the work o'?nulle-l:-ﬂﬂg the prophetic writings hegan in
Nehemiah's time, the process of selection, compilation,
and revision was not completed before the middlpalnf the
fourth century m.o. Indeed, there are indications that
the praphets wera not finally ranked sa canonical seripturs
till nearly the close of the third century me

process of formation was thus a prelonged ome,
leaving ample time for the discovery and incorporation in
the book of the proipok.m of varipus scattered fragments
of prophecy. Occasionally these fragments were inserted
amungthanuthnntiewrit:{'@ga of some ancientprophet. For
arample, the prophecies of the great writer who is usually
ealled *the second Isaiah’ (lsa. zl-lxvi.}, and possibly
pasenges due to other unkrown hands, seem certainly to



