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PREFACE.

N the occesion of the late reinstuternent of the Gladetone
Ministry without any deubt the vacst sble spesch was that

of Mr, I¥Taraeli; his finel words were perticularly remarimble,
* We are now amerging from the fiscal pericd in which almoet
sll the public men of this genaration heve been brought up.  All
queations of trade end navigation, the incidence of taxation and
of publie economy ore sattled. But there are other questions
arising of not less mmportance, but of & deeper and higher reach
and range—the attributes of 8 Conetitutional Monarchy ; the
question whether the Arimocratic printipls shall be recopnized
by owr Constitution, and if so, in what form ; whether the Com-
mone of England shell remain a state of the rcalm, numercus
but privileged and qualified, or whether they sheuld degenerate
inte an indiseriminate muliitude (Jaughter); whether & national
church shall be munintained, and what should be its rights and
what should beite dutiea; the funetions of eorporations, and the
sacredness of endowments {cheers] ; the tenure of landed property
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(renewed cheers), all thess institutions and all these principles,
which we believe have made this country free and famous and
cunspicucus for its union of order and liberty, are now impugned
and in due course will become great and burmning gquestions
{loud cheers).”

Many persone will say that this country has now arrived at a
period when the sbovementioned institutions mre about to be
put on their trial: the question then will be, not whether they
have done material servica towarda the past greatnesa of England,
but whether they are fitted to the times in which we now Kve,
or in other words, whethor they are in aceordance with what our
German brothers call the Zeitgelst ! Let ue ses how certain
learned forelgners lock en this guestion, Dr. I. Buchmer, the
talented aathor of * Force and Matter,” and many other scientific
works, forcibly remsrks:  Ifin politica we have long since come
to replace the ¢ld systesn of cppression and domination by the
now gemerally-recopmized principle of egual rokts and equal
duties, we must likewise pocially replace the syetem of mutual
plunder which has hitherto prevailed,” and speaking of the ques-
tion of property in land he obsgrves, * such a restoration of the
property in land to the community, moreover, even if we leave
entirely out of the gueation, all social reasons, or scruples of jus-
tice, is an economics! or political mecessity, and must finally be
donie in spite of all oppesition.  For the more the population in-
creases the more neccssery it becomes to obtein from the soil
the utmost produce, both io quantity and in quality. It can -
therefore, no longer ba lefk to the individual possessor of land to
decide what he will do with it, but hew much it mey be made to
produce for the interests of the community ; thus in England
vast frects of cultivable land are either left wholly unemployed
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by their owners, or converied into grass, parks, race-courses, or
vast gardens, &c., which serve only to gratify private interests
without contributing &t all to the general good, and thus is a cir-
cumstance which is very general am'ywhem, ntthuugh not to so -
gmﬂtmutantumﬂngiand* i

*“ The Land-question, it Is well known, has assumed an Jm-.
mense importance latterly in England, that country of political
freedom, on sceount of the peculiarities of its land tenure, and the
agitation in favour of community in possesion of land, or at
least of u thorough-going reform of the existing state of things, has
already made imelf folt and obtained many adherents,

* Aceording to Badenhausen (Iais, vol. ifl., p. 854) fend alavery
in England has been one of the principal means of making the
high nebility enormeuely rich, whilet, tn the other hand, it has

. placed the greatest difficultiesin the way of agricultural improve-
- mnent of the goil which is a0 necessary.

“ (Fround rents nppear to be mest unjuet when they are produced
by aimiple invrease m the population, and the augmented value
of landed property caussd thorelry., This is most striking in and
near large growing cities, where pieces of land, which were pre-
viously of Littls or o value, often become resl gold fields within
a short period. This kind of rent or augmentation of property
is evidently produced without the assistance frem the indi-
vidual merely by the industry and activity of the community,
but which, nevertheles, becomes the result of its industry to the
individual swner of the property without eny deduction, Hers
even withou! the intreduction of communistic possession of the

* The county of Bntkerland contaius more thon & million acres of
land belonging to TWO owners, out of which not more ghan 23,000 acres
are uader coltivation. The Bnglinh lords prefee malu.ug shevp-runs,
hunting ground, or emermous parks out of cultivable lan
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goil, the community even now, by equitable taxation, might be
mads at least a joint proprietor of the benefit creatad by itself” -

These views of educated and intelligent forcigners are of very
high value, being the result of calin and dispessionate refleetion,
end may be acceptad as en apt prefice to the matters mooted in
the present small brochute,
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OW I it that the possession of Land is 20 coveted by

gentlemen ¥ Almost every other kind of property gives

a better intoreat. Coneols give as good & security with

infinitely less trouble; still the smbition of a wealthy

tradesman is to boy an estate only yielding, perhaps, three

per cent., and costing cnormously in the shaps of an
attorney’s bill.

How does this happen ?

Becange the rags of Feudaliam atill cling to ve. When
William the Conqueror took possemion of these islands
hig firat thonght wes to zecnre hiz conqueets, and eo, with
little ceremony, he parcelled out the country into large
estates over which he placed his chief officors. He did nat
give thens estotes in for simple.  The land, {ns 1 s new,)
belonged to the Crown, that ia, to the people as represented
by the Crown, and these Drukes, Countz and Barons were
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wade fenants of the Crown. And what wae tha remt
they paid? They paid all the military expenses, which, in
these days, amount to twenty-seven millions, and are paid
by the landless people—in other worde they were hound to
sorve the Eing in time of war snd to bring into the field a
certain number of their tenants according to the extent of
their possessiona.

Thus we see that the principle of absolute private
" pomsession in land bed not yet made its appesrance; and
the axiom ‘' that property has {ta dutics as well an its
privilages,* (the utteranee of which by the late Mr.
Drommend brooght eneh opprobrinm om his hanu:l) Was
then n ective foree.

The country in those ancient days was neither more nor
less than an organized srmed eamp, these great mobles
being the officers, their duties clear and defined sa their
rank, which was military. The Bovereign in those daye
did not bestew tiles on mere money hags.

In order to stersatype this military clase and to keep
& great niuomber of landlcrde in this” position ‘as military
officers ready to be called ont in time of war, primogeniture
and entail wereestabliched xo that the eldest son stepped into
the place of the fallen sire inheriting hie duties and his
pay. If there were no sons, but daughters enly, the King
had alwaye a favourite officer on whom to bestow the ha.\nd,
of the heiress.

In the middle ages when force wes nppermast, this soeisl
and political system of fendaliom was perhaps as good
a schema g2 a nation of warriors eculd invent. Like
all other systems it wae the prodoct neither of cne



