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THE MOST BEVEREND LOUIS WILLIAM VALENTINE DUBIURG
Farst Bishogp of the Discess of S, Lauw, Bissauri

Mot Hev. Lemis W0 lRem Valantine Dubourg Archblshog ol the Cardinalaginl See of Braancan
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Cardirulstial Sos of Beignoon, Feb. 13 838, whara ha diad Tac. 17 of 1he same year,
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THE RIGHT REVEREND JOHN WARD, I 1
by the grace of God and the fover of the Aposialic See,
BISHOP OF LEAVENWORTH—

A WORTHY SUCCESSOR TOr THE SAINTS ANDy HEROES

OF A GUORIOUE PAST—THOUGH BECENT AZ TO TIME,
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RFMDOEREDY THEM TRUE APOITIFS OF JESUS CHRIST,

THIS WORK 15 AFFECTIONATELY ANME RESPECTEULLY
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ST, LOULS UNIVERSITY,

September 27, 1918,
Tteverend und Dear Father:

T have been unable to answer vour letter uotil now; kindly pardon
the delay,

As I wrote to Father Clogley, yonr history of ploneer Catholieity
im Miami and Linn Counties, is extremely interesting and will be o val-
uelds contnbulion te fhe story of the apbwlding of the Chuereh in Kan-
sar, [ am snee that evervhody will he pleased when they see (his chop-
ter of Western ceclesiastieal histoly in priol.

Your recomd of the labors of the first Jeanit missionarics n Hansas
in aeonrale and i lkeeping with Lhe faets
L + L] L " » - o *

T regret to mform yon that 1o my kmowledge on portruit or photo-
eraph of Fuiler O IMovcken s extant, The pietnee at Marqueits Ugni-
vepdity of which Farher Marvey speaks in his letier s, no doubt, o pie-
tare of Father Adngon Hocelken, brother of Tuther Cheistian H.

In conclasion, dear Father, lef me ermprainiate vou oo the zeal rou
manifest in gathering up and preserving lor the edification of posterity
e yather menper data that sorvive eoncerning Lhe piooeers of the
Fuith in Kansas. It iz & voble work in which yom wre engaged  and |
pray that heaven may prosper your nbors maore and mare,

Wirth every mood wish,
Very sieerely »ours in Len,

G, J. GARRAGHAN, 5.1,
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Une bundreed years—a full century has elapsed since the saintly Du.
bourg laid the humble Poundations of Wiz mission work st Flovissant,
Mizapuri, The mmstard seed then plapied has seat forth its branches far
pnd wide. The southwest, the middle west, and the northwest have
been evangelized. A trapsformation bas taken place the like of which
the annals of anr race furmish na paraliel,

In the comparatively short span of ypears from 12315, great
eommanwealths . have heen formed, opulent citiss have arcisen and the
vast plains have become the granary of the world,  All the greal natural
respurces have been developed and every st awd eraft bas been culti-
vated, The wilderness of one homdred vears agoe bas become Ltho Tome
of men wnd women from every eivilizsd sution on carth ; their childeon
have become true Awericans—Ilovers of faw amnd order, zealons for edu.
cation and religion ; seber, industrioos, Mrueal, aod withal, bold and frank
and feurless. The typee s well defined—a thing spact, the ©* Wesferner, "'

The adlvance guard of all this, at least in o Catholie sepse, passed
thrwugh whut 35 now Mgl wmd Ling Cowsties in the person of Father
I'e la Oroix oom bie way fo the Owssges in 1522, Father Van Quicken-
horne, B, vepeatedly visfed the same Letbe o few vears later.  Doubt
lesa be followed the trail marked ont by his predecessor, as (his seetion
lay in the direet voute Crom Florissunt to the Great Osames. TTe slso
visited e Miwmi tribe o T8930 After thig the Hickapno Mission al-
tracls our notiee.  This mission was established fn 1838-T—an the Danks
of the Mizsonri Kiver, sortl of Fort Lewvenwnrll. It was the Tisg] or-
wintoed, permanent migsion of the Jdesuil Fathers, sod uo ellort was
gpared roomake i1 8 snecess, but Divine TPrevidoses was guiding the des-
tivies of the [ntonee Charcl into ather ehamels, The tree thet had been
planted at Kiskapno amil teaded with so much zesl and =elfzacrifice for
wears, produced oo [eust. The mission was abandops] o 1840 and
nmisthier teile—the Pattawatomies  veecived the Dlessings rejested by
the nnfortonate Kicloapoos.

It is lese owr history begins,  Father Christian  Hoecken, S50
vierges from the eloom of feilure ot Wickapoo o beeome the morning
star of a mew duy aboat to break over the gliding walers of Pottawst
omie Creck wear where they join the Maeais des Cvgnes Hiver at Osi-
watomeie, Miami County.

This wis in Jannary, 1888, and the long conrse of events that e
upe o fhis mx well as the subseqoest happenings of fone score years,
make up the boeden of the following pages, This history is only an a1
templ o spateh from oblivion something of the rich heritage left us by
mien inspived by God Lo do and dare marvelons things for s greater
honor and glovy.

Finolly, after Kansas bhad become o regularly organized Territory
in 1854, Father Ponziglione vemained for n few yeurs as the last repre.
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sentative of the carly Jesnit Missionaries. Ile was undoubtedly the
greatest of them all awd may be likened to @ gracelnl pier supporting
the last ridge that led from savagery to civilistion, Afrer him ecame
the first secular pricst in the person of Rev, Ivo Sthacht, who at the end
of 1835 arrived Irom Leavenworth to minkster to the seattersil settlers
of the plains, He is regerded as the founder of Tely Trivity parish st
Paols.

The writer and compiler of this history koew Pather Ponziglione
well, and, what is more remarkable perbaps, he, a5 & youth, new Father
Schaehl afrer the letter had left Kansas and returned to his former heme
in the Sowth, Al sweceeding pestors wers o0 are conlemporaries of the
wyiter, who now feels it an honor as well as a lsbor of love to chronicle
even @ small part of their hevoie deeds performed when heroism had
litele walue. sinec every moan enlering the field in these early doys was
# hore, and every woman that hraved the eonpud and loneliness of the
pradvies and dared the eyeloses no lee than the winter's blasts und Lhe
sommer's terrilic heat was s veritable heroine, notwithstanding the
comnpensations that guickly Tollowed.

Prohably this sttitode of miml necennts for the paneity of decu-
wenls or other delails thot would convey to the present generalion s
clear idew of the ormanal cirenmelanees Uhen eneonnrerad—it waa simply
g eommomplaee fuel wod, thevefore, necding no claborate chronieling.
ATL beine egoal, the law of conlewsi Dafled to work dnd hero-worsbip wos
ahnost entively unlsown, Not evin is Lhe Life of Bishop Johe B, Misge
writlon, althougl it s uow certam that he was one of the greatesl mis
sionary bishops of the Nineteenth Century.  Nor bag the lifo of JBishop
l,, 3. ¥ink o far beenr wiven 19 the waoeld, ver we are swure that he
whs 2 1ruly woble charseter, o sreal sehular, a wise roler, and s bhene-
Fartor of the Staie of Kansaz Some day. wilh God's Lelp, foese dry
Lones will stir again end vew wen will marvel al the miracles of energy
o the deeds of selfsaorifiee wronght ou the praes of Kansas by the
Jdesnit, Temedicline, apd Cormelite Fathers and afterwards by the huobde
seenlar priests who so worthily Tollowed them.® The Catholic families
that zettled on the Yand proved themselves worthy of such men.

Nor do we donbt bot that geperations vet wnborn will hoast of
Ioeingr the deseemfants of those fiest fonilics, oot questioning e seuree
of their pride, for, in teath, there s oothing to he espemally proud of
wnless 1 be their perseveranee, their mdentituble courage in o well-nigh
hopueless eanse o U elements and the fates were against them but they
Setuak it out™ and won that is ol Throwgh Dnusual diffiewities, they

*That thiz state of ailfre 19 Bt alone peculipe o Kamens boevident Teons the fol-
lowing extract cibled Nom oa BEler wHllen Ty the Moy Geaeml ol the Eiggers of
Uharity of Nuzareth, Kemtucky:

Eererend depr Pather! T Ulnsk veu very mael Indesd Tor Lhie Kind Intertesd yaud
are Laklng in trvimg o get =some Inforation for the Life of Bishop IDnvid,

; “ElsteT _J'|.|||I1_-|;.1 ||.':"vr|wl\.u||;tl;l- WiLE Mee AL oOcE, Dot :}111# Mdﬁ;lo 4’;“& thtl-’f ‘I-IHI-

= praple. L the early ddayva weee more intent on dofng good and spresding e
I{erul {E:ul. Al In Keeplng s fecord of what was done. [t e 4'L"l'l:-1‘ilxl~" Aol
ta get any bitoelcal facta aloul many sen ol Women Who mode Catholfe hiztory
in mlucky, &1 lenst™



