NEW COMMENTARY
ON ACTS OF
APOSTLES. VOL. 2



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649656295

New Commentary on Acts of Apostles. Vol. 2 by J. W. McGarvey

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



J. W. MCGARVEY

NEW COMMENTARY
ON ACTS OF
APOSTLES. VOL. 2

ﬁTrieste






NEW COMMENTARY

ON

ACTS OF APOSTLES

, BY
J. W. McGARVEY, A. M.

Frofizsor off Saerad Histoee i fhe Collose of the Hille,  Awthor of
CConnmerdane o Mt and vk, Y Lawds of fhe
Bible,™ aud Eoldenecs of Cbrisfionte

LEXINGTON, KY.

VOLUME &,

CINCINNATI :
ThE Stasparn Pronspmg Compavy,

Mubhislcrs of Chnegion Litérature,



COMMENTARY ON ACTS.

e —

PART THIRD.
PAULS 10URS AMONG THE GENTILES.

(XI~XTXI)

FEC, I.—THE VIRST TOUR.
(MIIL—2IWV )

1. Bar¥anas AND Savn Ser Apanr 1o THE Wouk,
X 1-3.

VER. 1. The opening sentence of this part of Aets
stauds closely conpectid with the preceding part, tuking
jts start from the return of Barnabas aod Saul to Antioel ;
and vet, because of the new subject here intradnesd, its
style is the same as if it were the beginning of an inde-
pendent narrative.' (1) Now there were at Antisch, in
the church that was there, prophets and teachers, Bar-
nabas, and Symeon that was called Niger, and Lucius
of Cyreng, and Manaen foster-brether of Herpd the te-
trarch, and Saul.

The distinetion between prophets and teachers is ot
clearly drawa in the New Testament, except to the ex-

L R ITER VITS T T | l|“i1u' ditle et }-_ill||j|'1:1 Pt e o it beasd,
sailiviently areonnts for Ul autlee’s style bore, withont aid from
any i the sappositions mentioned by Mevor, inebwding o of
liis v,



- COMMENTIY, [xii. 1,

tent that the foriner were men who spoke by inspiration,
while the latter sometimes did and sometimes did not,
The previous statement of Linke, that ® there eame down
proplicts from Jerusalem to Antioch™ (xi. 27), of whom
Agabms was owne, may have ineloded the prophets who
ure here mentioned,

The order in which the five names are written
is probably that of the relutive reputation of the men.
Barnabag, having been sent from Jernsalem, and having
been an eminent man there, waz natnrally lookid npon
as the most Importsut person, while Sanl was at this
time the least noted of the five, Symeon, as his name
proves, was a full-blooded Jew ; and though his surmame
Niger (black) ean seaveely justify the conelusion that he

was an Alvican Jew)!

it conld searcely bave been given
to him without some allusion to hiz complexion.  Syme-
ons were so niunerons among the Jews that it was neces-
gary to distinguizh them in sowe way, awd it ig highly
probable that this one, from having an nnnsoally dark
complexion, was called black Symeon®  As some of the
gecond gronp of preaschers who had come to Antioch
were men of Cyvrepe (xi, 20}, it 13 natoral to suppose that
Lawivs of Cyrene was one of these, aund that be was
therefee one of the founders of the choreh,  Manaen i=
the Greek foew of the Hebrew name Menahem,  Taving
been the foster-hrother of Hevod the tetravch, his wother
having nursed the two when they were infants, he had
in all likelibood kept up through life an aequaintanee
L From hig :Ij-]:}-ﬁn‘lfrl[l Niger, lw may bave Lecn an Afriean
proselyie”" (Mo, Ju foend

L s apnite common in Amoerica, when twa or thiree men with
the snne mame live fo the =wne vieinity, to distingniah them Ty
their shades of cowplexion, or the color of thelr halr: e g, Red
Toan, Lok Tew, cle.
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with that prince; and it is not inlpl‘ull:lhltl thiat Take
femrmes] l|||'u|.|g|1 [11mm .I-iul:lu'-!hillg of ITerod s lhi?l]glli:-\ il
words coneerning John the Baptist and Jesas, which he
lad wecorded in his previons nareative (Luoke ix 7-0).
Vv, 280 Bvmeon, Lucius and Manaen had been
the ehict terchors of the chureh duving the absenee of
Barnabas and Saul on their mission o Jernsalem, and
wow this work is to le lefe to them again,  {2) And as
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit
zaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them. (3} Then when they had
fasted and prayed and laid their hands upen them, they
gent them away. The ministering to the Lord here
mientioned Das no special reference o o jruhlil.' worship,
bat rather o their service in sapplying the wants ot
their brethren ;) for snch is the weaning of the orteinal
word when used in veference to Christian® service, It
was their habitual, daily work, TFor what eanse they
woere fsting just ot this time we have no intimation ;
but from the instroction of the Master on the sulject
(MLatt, ix. 13), we may =afely infer that it was in con-
suuence of some afflietion whieh had befallen them.
The command of the Holy Spirvit, to separate Barna-
bas am] Saul, must lave bwen addressed Lo the oiler
three brethren, and it was  doubiless  commanicated
through one of them to the others. The clause, * the
work whercunte T lave ealled them,” implies that they
b Botle been eallod to this work before this fime. Paul

Lyl iz the nenee of Pl vorhy, $oeme doy G tminister s anad of

Chage peannies, #eszoeger foy el Feemege i andadatey, aml minister, a2 is
gouie fn Poogoe xv, T8, 27 10 Cor Bx 12 PLAL G617, 8 The et
thiat Bl word 1Etureyr s dberived fromm it B2 sneeestive of e et
depaitorne frone Seriptared Blews sl tesee indivated b anedend
anned wew e rn T nesies,
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was called to it in the commission given to him by the
Lord at the time of kis conversion, as we learn from his
own ]T|1~". farther on (xxvi. 16-18); bot when Barnabas
was citlled we have vo means of determining.  Sanl had
been preaching to Gentiles as well as to Jews, as we may
saflely voncluwde, ever sinee he had heard of the baptism
of Corneling by Peter; but he had never yet made the
former his chief work., It shonld be observed, that the
thoupght of separating the two to lhis work did not
originate with the brethren; hot it wns expressly com-
wnnicated to them by the Holy Spirit.

The porpose of the fasting, prayer and laving on of
bands is clearly indicated in the context: for what they
did wiz doubiless what they were lold to do; but what
they were told to do was to “separate ™ the two to the
work indicated ; and, therefore, fasting, praying and laying
om of hands was the method of sepaating them.  This
15 the ceremony deemed suitable for sueh a separation
Ly those nnder the guidance of the Holy Spivit, and it
fallows that on all similar oceasions, sneh as separating
a brother to the winistry of the word, or separating one
who is alrendy an experienced preacher, as were both
Barnabas and Saul, to some new and different ficld of
labor, it s proper for those concerned in the movement
to lay hands on him with fasting and prayer.  The mul-
crn coneeption, that hands may be imposed only by those
holding an office superior to that which is to be filled, is
the tnvention of an wnseriptural hicravehy, baving no
support. in the New Testament,  In the instanee hefore
s, lands were imposed on Barnabas by theee men who
were his ioferiors in the estimation of the chorel ; and
on Panl, the ealled apostle of Jesus Christ, by men who
were not apostles, and, so far as our information extends,
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not even elders of the congregation in which they wers
teachers wnd prophets. This ineident elearly demon-
strates apother faet in regard to this ecremony, that it
posserses none of the magieal power to impart spiritual
graces which has been superstitionsly aseribed to it for
surely Hornabas sl Sanl were not destitute of any geaee
which eonbd be fmparted to them by Symeon, Loeins
amd Maunnen,  The teath s, that this eeremony, now no
longer ealled ordivation ' in the Foglish Seriptures, was
pothing more than a methold of solemoly eommaemling a
man to Cind for the ministration to whicl he was being
set aparl, The sabjeet will eome before s again in
reganil o Timothy under xvio 1-0.

Chily the teachers and prophets are mentioned in
conneetion with this proceeding, but we sre not to sup-
prae that they acted inoprivate. Danbtless the eeremony
of laying oo hamds was o the presence of the congrega-
tion ; and after the command of the Spirit was reevived,
there was doubtless thine given for the apostles to prepare
for the journey, and for the congregation to be notified.
These considerations make it probable that the fasting
eonneeted with the imposition of hamlds was not the one
in which the teachers and prophets were already engaged,
but one specially appointed for the oceasion,

2, Toeie Lavows s Cyruus, =12,

Vv, 4, 8 The jourueys now entered npon by Saul are
among the mest momentons ever andertaken, whetlier
Ly one man or many,  They are worthy therefore of the
space allotted to them by onr anthor, amd of the niost

Pl reviaers have wi=ely disconmected tos Fogbislh o wonld
o the aevonnts of appointments (o olfiee, and confined i to
decrees and appoiutients of God,
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carcful study by every one interested in human progress,
{4) So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went
down to Seleucia ; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
(51 And when they were at Salamis they proclaimed the
word of God In the synagopues of the Jews: and they
had also John as their attendant. Seleucia was the sea-
port of Antioch, sixteen miles distant, where all large
vessels lay at anchor; for although the Orontes, on the
hanks of which Antioch was situated, was navigahle for
small vessels, i was too shallow for those of the decpest
draught,  Embarking here ou some trading vessel, they
2ailed to the port of Salamis! which is at the eastern end
of the izland of Cypros.

In choozing this island as the ficst point in the wide
world to whish they direeted their eonrse, they were
moved i parl, oo doubt, by the et that it was the birth-
place of Tlarnabas, where his persenal scquaintance wonld
b ol advantage to thew; hut also in part by the con-
sideration that there were inany Jewish svnagngnes there,
farnishing starting points for the work, and that the
gospel bl been proelaimed there already with some
suneeess {x1. 19, 20),

The John mentioned as the aticodant of Barnabas
and Saul is the “ John snrnamed Mark” of xil. 25, ITe
liad not been get apart to the work, o= had his older
eennpanions, but he had undertaken veluntarily to go
with thein as an attendont.  His work was to assist them
in every way in which a young man ean serve his elders,

Latke is entively silent in regard to the sucecss of the
preaching in Salamis, leaving ns to suppose that it was

T Eglansis was aflerwan! destroyed by war and carthguakes,
gl its sile s pow macked Ly ratns abowt oar ndles nartd of the
modern town Foamagosto,



