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MARCO PAUL ON THE ERIE CANAL

CHAPTER I
PLANNING.

As Forester was sitting upon a settes, by the
side of one of the great doots leading into the
ladies’ cabin, og board the North Amernca, com-
ing up to Albany, thinking of {utare plens, he
said to himself, * How shaell I begin 1o interest
Marco Panl in the acquisivion of knowledge 2

There were a preat many passengers walking
to and fro upen the deck of the steamboat. Others
were geated on settees and chairg, resding news-
papers, or looking at the scenery. At this moment
Marco camne up from the gentemen’s cabin, and
walked slowly nlong tewards Forester, looking
this way aod that, as il he did not know what w0
do with himself. \

 Mareo,” sadd Forester, “come and sit down
here, by me.” So Marco came and took his seat
‘by the =ide of Forester, on the ssttee,

“ Mareo,” said ll:;]ramar, “ [ have been consider-
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ing what it iz best to have you stady first, and I
have pretty neasly decided.”

“ Well,” said Marco, * what s it3"

" Sea if you cen guess.”

@ Arithmetic 1" said Marco.

* No," replid Forester.

“ (Frammar §* 28id Marco.

“ No," replied Forester, * nothing like that.”

“ What is it then?"” mid Marco. ] don't think
I can guess.”

# The Erie canal,” entd Forester.

# The Erie canal!” repeated Marco. " How
am I going to srudy the Erie canal#”

“There zre two modes of acquiring kmow-
ledge,” anid Forester; “the stedy of books, and
the study of things,—or observation. You stndy
books when you read in bocks an account of the
object, or & narrative of the events, or a staterment
of the principles, which you wish to learn. When
we learn by obeervation, wa go out and see for
ourselves, inatead of taking the statements or
explanations of othars,”

“ Which ia the best # " aslked Marco.

“ Both combined make the best method of
study,” said Foreatar; * first to learn from books
all that we can, and then go and make cur cheer-
vations. 1 propose that you should study the
Erie canal in that way. We cannot learn from
observation alone, becauze we want some guide.
Wa want to know where to look, and what to look
for. The Ere canal, for instance, is seversl
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hundred milss long, It would take & great whils
to explore it wholly froro end to end. We want,
therefore, to look at books first, sc as to learn what
the points of inierest are, and then we can go out
and make our obsarvations to advantage.”

“ But it would be betier, if we had time eacugh,
to do it all by obsetvation,” said Marco.

= No,” said Forester; " there are some things
which we cannot learn by cheervation. We can
enly get thee frem books,”

“ Buch as what 7™ seid Marco.

“ Why take such a poiot us this ; which end of
the Erie canal is highestt It begins at Liake Erie,
and extends through the Stawe of New York to
Albany, where it comes into the Hudson river
As it comes along, it sometimes ripes and some-
times falls, and,"— _

i | thought,” interrupted Marco, * that the water
o o canal was always leval.”

“ Yen," said Forestet ; *“atany particular place
the water is level, or nearly level; but then, in
making a canal, after poing along a little way on
a level, if the engineer comes to a place where the
land descends, and the conntry taltes & lower level,
he stops there and builds a lock ; that is, a place
with great gates to shut in the water. Then he
begine below, and makes another piece of the canal
on the lower level ; and they have a very curious
way of letting the boats down from ene level to
another, and also of raising them up from the
lower level to the higher, when they are going the



