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PREFACE

p el

THE TIIRD EDITIOXN

Tar owramasnor of this BMethod consiste in adaptiog
semtencea to each other so that ons page shell yicld hundreds
of exeroiges, planned to eneble beginners to practine vivi
vooe composition withont blunderimg.  Secondly. In amang.
ing typical sentences with analytical variations so devised
ns to dizcloss the latent comstrrctions, snd to peform with
their Epglsh versionn tha doty of explaining the mcaning
of each word snd of each inflection when recurring in different
combinations.

Thirdly. In regmiring that every sentemes commitbed
to memory shall be reprodueed with perfeet flusney, acenracy,
and readiness, at sight of itz Hnglish version; thet all the
back lsssons shail be daily rehenrsed in ever-varying order of
gncoession; and that they shall nlways ba read slond hefore each
rehenvaal,

Fourthly. Tn exercising and develuping the lingual fuculty,
by means of vivh voce eomposition very cantionely condueted,
and ezmeting perfret faoility im the diversification of every
mastered sentenos, In order to malke it correspond with the alle-
ration of one word at & time in tha English version thereof,

The Heience of Grammar, with its quaint, grotesque,
technical terme, iz far too abetroee s etndy for children, and
althongh many of ita truths are eo simple und obvions that no
explanafion can maka them clearer than they are, some ara
rendered even more chaeure by the grommerian's efforts to
expound them. There is no copgtruckion in common use
which is not employed by children 8 years old so freely and
appropristely that we can neither challenge the eorrectness of
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the phrase, nor oall in question the intelligence of the apeaker.
Mastery, therefore, is quite scitable for boys of that age, if
they are fit to learn grammar.

This method is devised to enabls beginners to obtain a
real, practical, snd applied koowledge, and & free command
over those puzling comstroctions which, when idealised by
the grammarian, ars not intelligible to the oninitisted. No
blame iy impated to him on this aeconnt, secing that be is nob
a teacher of langoage, but en czpounder of a Bcienco, and
that he addresses not the nnlearned, bat the learned.

Hﬂﬁtﬂrj" i3 daﬂigneﬁ to faarh Erammuar inﬂirﬁuﬂ}r, and to
ronder it mora intelligible, by enehling the logrner to nodnralise
sentencea which illustrate the roles of Syntar, a.nd. thus to
master the prineiples thereof in the conercte,

Latin was of yore 2 spoken lwnguage, end there 18 no rea-
son apparent why it shonld not he nainralised now, on a small
scale, if only we deal eedionelly with it, not naing it collogui-
ally, but for the practice of vivh voec composition. The
oatorul method consists substantizlly in the mastery and
divevsification of sentemces, for, unless we helicve in the
aupernatural, soch is and such mest be the process puraved
after & few weeka by every child living abroad who teaches
himself a foreipn languame nnassisted.

In thig pcheme composition is mede the primary object,
becanse the preveiling mode of teaching proves that an
intimate acquaintance with the Accidence and Syntar may
coexist with ecomplote helplassness, in respect to the power
of framing sentences grammatically, One obvions reason for
this is the lawigh, rockless, cramming of the memory with
hundreds of cesv-enidings and tense-endings, with rnles and
exceptions, with anowmaliss and incongroities, whilst construing
and sll other ¢xercises ero corried on ss if with s view to the
accumulation of muny words, rather than the Mastery of
Typical Sentences, The fact ia, that all words which do not
cohere with one another in the mermory aa integral parta
of a peotence, pnbside into & confased maoep of detached words.

In the prescut mode of teaching thers ia great prodigality
instead of economy of time and lubour, It was eatablished at
a poriod when the study of the clussics constitated the whole
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odoeation of an Englishman, and then 10 years wero devoted
exclosively to that comrss, Other studies are boginning to
jostle Latin Grammar out of the way, and there is a general
demand for a more expeditions mode of tenching it ot firstf.

At present no symptoms of the Mastery of Latin ean be
detected in schoolboys. Their knowledge is nnreal, nnpractical,
and noapplied, because thoy have never been exereised in vivi
voee composition ; bub this defect may be remedied at any stago
by diversifying masteved suntences, or the Couplets and Trip-
lets. Eeep. F3. ;

‘Mastery oan never fall to be tnoresstnl, if' the preseribed
conditions be fulfilled ; end the only risk of fhilors lies in the
childish impatience of the pupil, and the weskness or remiss-
neas of the teacher in leaving sentences nnmaafmd at the
onteet.

This method shows that, o the very rmdat- of all the varipos
patha trodden by learners, ihere i one fraak which has net
only eacaped general obeervation, but has even remaiued
undeteeted by the lewrned, althongh it lies on the very surface,
and children may he seon tresding it every day. In truth,
Mastery 1 the process nnwittingly adopled by every perfon
who haea ever learned to speak any lungnege idiomatically, and
it is 3 mere truism to Asy, that no langoage ever has beeo,
or gver cen be, mastared except by Mastery.

The daily habit of evoking maostered sentences from the
memory through the medinm of their Hoplich versions, will
render Laetin as familisr se a modern langnage hecomes to
boys living abroad, and the process will be equally cﬁnmmua,
if the law of Frequency ba obsarved.

The Mnatery Exercisc, confinad within the narrow limits of
this Manual, mey seem o be ineufficient for its purpose, but if
pergistently ntilised, it most of necessity lead to facility in
constroiug and in other Exercisea,

Ecouomy of time and labonr will be bnst. gecnred by taking
frequent lessons in Mastery, It will then be proved that the
memery will work more snceessfully inthe mastery of foreign
sentences, when 3 lesacms of 10 minuies each are taken daily
during the year, than when awhele bonr is devoted eontinnonsly
to the same work ; but teschers are left quite anfettered by rules,



