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THE BIRTH FROM ABOVE.

INTRODUCTORY.

HE phrase * New Birth ” ia one with whick
3 the reader i1s doubtless fumiliar; for the
subject to which it relates is one of the most
important with which the Gospel deals, one
that from the days of the Infant Church has
called forth innumerable treatises and sermous,
and consequently one upon which Chnstien
convarsation is very apt to turn. It was, then,
both natural and desirable that this subject
ghould ba dizcuzsed in the series of manuzls to.
which this little book belongs, and it is the
writer's hope and prayer that what follows may
be found useful by all who favor him with theis
ettention.
It will oo doubt be asked by some, * Why
was not this manusl entitled The New Birth#™
The anawer is, becavae The Birth from Above



8 THE BIRTH FROM ABOVE.

was considered a more comprehensive and sug-
pestiva title. We have no quarrel with the
phrase * New Birth,” bot wa are satisfied that
the one we shall substitute for it deserves the
preference. In the Bcriptural passage most
wften cited in connection with the subject of
avhich wa are to treat, it has the sanction of the
woriginal, a8 the marginel reading, both in the
Commoen Version and in the Revision, bears
witness} and we feel that upon due reflec-
tion our choice of a title will commend itself
#o all. Thuos the Greek word rendered again
in the Common Vemieon and anew in the Re-
visdon, may, with equal correctness, be rendeved
From aboved The reader will perceive, then,
that to say a man must be * boro from above,”
if he would “see,” ‘or “enter into,” the King-
dom of God, means, not only that he must be
born again or aonewe, but that, as our Lord
teaches, his re-birth invelves heavenly agencies,
or the operations of the Holy Spirit.

1 Jobn jii. 8, T.



