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fNTRODOGCTION

I

Tur present number of the Modern Readers Bible
unites in a single volume the hiblical Aocferfaster nnd the
apocryphal Hesdens of Spfomere. It I8 essential thal the
two works should be stodied tugether,  While they have
their respective plages i the development of Wisdom lir-
erature, vel lrom lie fwo worlis previously intreduced
they stand scparated Dy a pulf as wide as that between
primitive and modern thought.  Areperds ond Erclering-
frewes, with all their force and beanty, beleng o Helrew
literature ; the writings now to be considered form o part
of that world lilecature wiich is indeperdent of ime and
nation. In their thowght the two wocks amo contrasted to
the extent of being aniagonisiic. Bue this anmgenism is
itself a uwmtv; we have here Sematic religoos tradition
and speculative Grreck thought struryling together over the
supreme human prodlems of immaortality nnd Divine provi-
dence.  NWoliterary 2iyles conld be mwore unlike than thosze
of Feclediastvs and Woidem:, The ore carnies o an éx-
treme the indefinite suggestiveness of Hebrew; in the
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-3 Introduction

other there is o minuteness of analvsis that goes beyvond
that of classieal Greek philosophy,  Yet the two agree in
casting a apell of fascination over every resder; a spell
nowise diminished by the fact tiat in Eoeledrstes every
second sentence 35 a fterary poxele, nor by the rebellions
spdrit with which the reader of 1 ixdzn follows the plunges
of his author Tom passages of the nablest eloguence to
subtiltics of infercnce oF amalowry which delight to delay
aw argument io fwl courze,  Boch agreement and cone
trast make rweason enough for stucying fedlerdasier anid
Hisdee together § a more imporiant reason vet is the fact
that 2 leading poing i their inlerpretalion 55 the question
whethor one of the twao is not a veiled answer ta the other.

Cur cobsideration af 1hese works is at the ouiset en-
countered by 2 enticad obslacle of ao onosual Bmd. T
have snlil, 1n the opening volume of thiz sees, that 1 cot-
sider U wnnecessary Lo trodvce historic guestions of
anthorshap an date in an edition that aims only ot liternry
appreciation.  Bot olviously an exceplion musl be made
where a mestalken #iew of anthorship has been allowed to
come jn as a destarping foree, and theew a faise colour
over Lhe oterprelacon ol a classtie. This T believe to
have been the cise 1o regard te the tmaditional view that
Aooleriastes wis wiillen by King Selomon.  In Lhis gues-
tton all the consiterations from which authosship =2 usually
mnfurred — local ared historic eolour, position in literary
developrment, minetia of language which fx the date of a
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back as clearly as haadwriting betrays the age of 2 mano-
seripl— all are on one side, and point to a period of writ-
ing centuries later than Solomen, On the other side
there i3 only asinple argument. Dot Lhis is an arrument
which, if it conld be maintained, might outweigh all the
rest: for it Is the plea that the bock itself distinctly as-
gerts that Solomon 15 ils author, I this be true, he would
be a bold critic who would run counter to such an asser-
tion, and proclaim a work like Srcferfasder to be a liternry
framd. What [ desire to show 15 iliag, when the whole s
carvefuily studied, the words supposen to proclaim the Solo-
monic authorship are capable ol an entively different inter-
protation.

Az a preliminziy to all inferpretation the ewact litorary
forme ol the warke sl be selled, Ffoefesiasies is not o
book with a conticunus arpument, bhat 15 & mdscellany of
wisdom : made up of 8 mumber of rersoned compositions,
such as T desirnate ezsavs, and also sieings of disconnected
brevities — maxims, epigrams, enit proverbs, I these re-
spects the work agress with Mroperds and Arclesiasficns ;
but it bas one Duooriant point of dillevence [rom {hem.
Im Feefenigrfss the essays, thoweh each 5 an independent
composition, wunite in & comman drifs of thought; and
they are further bound into o unity by a prologue and epi-
logue, This again is what we mizht expect, The en-
tirely isolated obscrvations which make up the matter of
Froverds were, In EAncferiasticies, found so far dravwn to-
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