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AN AMERICAN GIRL.

CIHAPTER L
THE BENDING OF TIE TWIG.

A child of thy grandmaother, Eve—a femalo;
Or for thy more sweet understanding, a woman.”
BIAKESPEARE,

“0 werner, just listen to this that I found in
today's paper! Here's my chance to go to college:
‘Recognizing the equal right of hoth sexes fo the
higher edueational advantages, the Board of Regents
Lave made provision for the edneation of women, and
they are now admitted to all the departments of the
University of Ortonville on the same conditions that
are required of men. There! if that doesn’t come
ag near being a special Providence as anything that
ever happened to me | Won't it be glorious, mother
I'll study hard, and win honors, and you'll be as
proud of me as if T were a boy.” And Wilhelmine
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Elliott stood with expectant face, while her mother
said, guietly : ’

“You know, Willie, that we have never quite
agrecd wpon this subject of the higher edueation of
womern, and I could never give my consent to have a
danghter of mine make herself g0 conspicuons as to
enter an institution fonnded and designed only for
young men,  Then, if there were no other objection,
it could be condemned becanse of the ill-effects that
would result to their heelth; for girls cannot tread
the same path that boys do without detriment to
their Liealth, ag the Lighest medical authority may be
bronght forward to prove.”

# 0 mother dear, how can you say that i—for not
all the high medical unthority in Chrigtendom can
make me believe that I was born and destined to Le
an invalid, all my life, because I happen to be a girl,
Have I ruined my health Ly keeping up with Frank's
class in the high-school?  Look at me,” and she drew
herself up proudly, but a moment after ehe burst into
a merry laugh a8 she canght sight of her face and
form in the mirror opposite ; for they were, certainly,
a glowing refutation of the theory that girls cannot
do the same work that boys de, as far, at least, as the
end of a high-school course.

“T know that you are an exception in the way of
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health, Willie,” replied the mother, “ for which you
ghonld be very thankful; indeed, you have always
been more like 2 boy than a girl, but now it is time
that yon were settling down, and paying attention to
things that essentially pertain to woman’s sphere.”

*Yon look at things so differently from most
mothers,"” said the girl, “for it was only yesterday
that Mrs. Denton said to me that ehe wounld be per-
fectly bappy if Ella were az much interested in getting
an education as I scemed to be, instead of epending
her time in flirtations, balls, and parties ; and, on the
other hand, yon wish that I was like somchody else’s
danghter, and yet if T were like Ella you would not Le
gatisfied with me”

¢ Mothers are queer things,” she continuned, langh-
ingly; “they take oppesite ground from the crow
who always thinks her own are the whitest, for
mothers think other people’s children better than
their own, mine does at least; but, now in regard to
thiz eollege business, you know that, since father's
death, we have all been brought np with the idea that
we mat make our own way in the world, and what
eould be a better preparation for this than a good
classical education ; and when it is offered for the
taking, it reeme to me the blankest stupidity to refuse
it. If you needed me at home to help you, mother,
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it would be different, but you do not ; and why ean't
I tuke my part of father’s estate and put it into an
edueation, which will be my stock in trade§”

“You oblige me, my danghter, to give another
reason, anid one ontweighing sll the others, that makes
me unwilling to have you go away from the restraints
of home, and be exposed to the temptations of eol-
lege-life; and that is the fiet that you have never
liad a ehange of heart, have never taken Jesus as
your Bavieur, and, without this, education can Le
nothing bnt a eurze. I have watchied your growing
tendency to unbelief’ with the angnish that ouly a
mother ean feel, who sees her loved ones going to
destrnetion, and I eay now and here that you can
never have my consent to any step that will only make
you a greater power for evil, becanse not begnn in the
fear of the Lord, whicl is the ouly true Leginoing of
wigdom.”

“I may as well tell you now, mother,” eaid Will,
“something that T have been going to tell yon for o
fong time. I don't think that I ever can Dbeliove as
you want me to in those things. I iy to, but it
grows more impossible every day.  You have almost
forced me to accept certain forms of relivivus helief;
but, mother, I must Le free” And the proud lip
quivered. “I do love Jesus, although T liave not



