AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF MARIA
MONK, THE STARTLING
MYSTERIES OF A CONVENT
REVEALED! AND SIX MONTHS IN
A CONVENT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9781760573294

Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, the Startling Mysteries of a Convent Revealed! And Six
Months in a Convent by Maria Monk

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



MARIA MONK

AWFUL DISCLOSURES OF MARIA
MONK, THE STARTLING
MYSTERIES OF A CONVENT
REVEALED! AND SIX
MONTHS IN A CONVENT

ﬁTrieste






e SRS LT T IR =

u_rull B -

VI,

ThhENG TIE




AWFUL DISCLOSURES

MARIA MONK,

THE

i T'H 2 UL ELNG

MNMLYSTPTEERIES

OF A

CONVENT REVEALE

AN

SIX MONTHS IN A CONVENT.

) |

el

FHILADELPHIA :

T. B. PETER20N, ll:ll, QILEETNTL STHELT.



fREFAGE.

Iz ta to he hopod that the reader of the sosuing narrative will nat suppose
ihist 4% {a o fdetlon, or that che soanes and persong that T have delineated,
bad not & real czistence, Tt is alno dosired, theb ke adtber of this velnme
enay be rezorded nob a a volubtary participetor in the very guilly Lrane-
motions whish apa deseribed ; bacbreegivn axmipathy fug the tripls which aha
a3 gndured, and tho pemuliar aliuatlon In wideh ber prss rxporienod, aod
escape from the power of the Auparlor of the Hotel Tisn Huooery, al Man-
trenl, and the emaras of tha Roman Price in Cannde, kave Sefl bae.

My fealinge nra fraquautly disbresesd and agliated by she recolleotion of
what [ have pasted throupgh s and by night aod by day I hava Biile peases
of mind, and fzw periods of ol acd plessfop refiection.  Futarity nlse
oppears upeerfaim,  Tlmow nob whes recplinn this Letle work mey mesb
with, and whot will bo the oot of il publlcation bers or in Caneds,
nimpng siranpars, frlendsy, or énemiss. 1 Erre givon the world ey toeth,
gc for aa I havs zone, on msbiecks of whidh L ew told they are pemarally 12—
poment: and T feel peclost conlidence, that any fncts which mny ves badls-
coverad, wiil sonfltm my words wheneyor thay sn be obisined. Whoerer
shull explnre tha Mote] Dleu Nuonnory ot Montresl, will find unguestion-
able evidence that tha degrriptiona of tha interiae of that wlifes, given in
this hook, wara farnished Ly owe (o lliar with them ; for whntorer altom.
tivna way be pttampted, thore am ¢hnnges which no mnsom o gorpomfar
epn male ool sfectuslly eoncenl ; and therefors ibers muat be plentifal
avidenes in thnt Tnetitetnn, of the truth of my desccipsion,

Thers are living wilnesses, alas, who suahllebemale to apeak, withawh
fear of panancas, tortures, nod death, aod posalbly thelr testimony 5t aoms
fotdeg Lime, moy be added, 6 salicm my stotementa Thern era witoosms
I should greatly rejoice to ssp ot lberty ¢ or rather thevs weres, Are they
living oow 1 or wiil shiey e pecinitled Ba live afeer the Priests and Supe-
tiore haws gesn thin bool?  Terhape the wretehel nuns in the cells have
alpeady sudcrod for my selie—parhapg Jane Pay has been sllenced for aver,
or will ke murdered, Tafors sbe ban time to add har mopt Important test-
many b mine,

Bul spexly deathin relstion only to this world, onn ba #o great calam-
iky o thosa who Tead tha e of a ntun.  The mers racolleotlon of ik slways
maked ma miserable. It wonld disbress the reader, should I repont the
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B Prefave.

dreams with which T m often terrified at ndght ; for T sometimes fancy
mysalf puraned by the woret enomiea; feequontly T ssom as I apain abok
upin the Qimyent; aften T imarine myself present af the repotition of tha
woiret goened that T hove hintad nt or degeribed. Bomietimes T stand By ihe
serrgt place of interment i tha pelfar | eometimes I think T ean hear the
ahrisks of the helpless females in the hands of atrotious moa ; ood semo=
times a'most sonm actunlly to look agein upon the @mlo aod plosd feo-
tares of Bt. Pranoes, ad ghe appesral when nrmended by ber manderers,

I dannot hanfsh the srenss and charzoter of this hook foom my memory.
To s It can never sppear Wk an amusiep fable, of loss it intereat nmd
jmporiance. The story is one which #a continonlly beforg ma, and mnet
reinm frish o my mind, with painfi] entodions, af lobg ed T live,  "With
b, and  Obelstisn ipsfraetion, snd the sympsthy and examples of the
wign snd good, I hape to lenm intcinsdvely fo boar whatever triole aoo ap-
pointsd me, and to improve under them all.

Impressed w8 T onotuually am with the frighthal realily of the poinfgl
comsmunications thet I bave made in this wolumse, I can oply odfer to ail
peragns who may doitht or disbelisre oy séafaments, thesy two things :—

Termit me te po theoush che Hotsl THon Fuonnery at hfoniresl, with
gome impartlal ladies and gentleman, that thay may compsrs my aosonet
with the tnterior parls of the builline, Tole which o parsoas buet $he Bo-
wan Blabop awd Priestents ever admltied; and if they do not find iy de-
semiphion tme, then figeard maos on impestor.  Tring me bhefore o cotrl
of justice—there T ain williog 1o mi=at Dafergue, Tufrcne, Phelon, Romin,
sud Richurds, and thalr wleked comnpanions, with the Euperior, and any
of the nuoe, before s thenenod mer. -

MATLA MOXE.

Ve Fork, Jeruery 11, 1558,
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CHAPTER I.

PFALLY EBMOTTROTINNH,

Early lifa—Relirions Bdustdon Lezlectsd —Fliet SBchool—Entranes intothe
Hehioaol of 1Ro Cnng‘mpﬁimﬂ_ Nunnerr=Prirf Account of the Kolverics
In Moetesml—Tle Dongresationnl Nuphery—The Rack Nonngry<Thy
Groy Munnery—TPoblin Keapeet for these  Tusdtmtlons—Ieetrootions e

cebved—The Cntarhism-—The Tibla,

My parents ware both from Beotlend, bab bhad heen rexidant o
the Lowser Clirowdn pame time blore thele morriage, which ook
place im Meootreal, anid in Chat ciby T bave apant most of my lifa.
I wpe born at 5t John's, whare thay lived for o short Hme, My
father was an officer nwder fhe Liritish Government, and my mo-
ther haa aujp}'cn_l_ n ]_'u,:l'.lg.'irn:. an it weerrn & ey ging= hia demih,

Accordine Lo my  earlizal peopllectizng, e wae sttentive £o hia
fumily, nod had a pecaliar pissage from the Hible, which often
oooureed to me in after life. 1 mar wery probsbly hore besn
tanghit by him, ns after bis denth T did nob reeollect fo have fo.
coived any instraokion at haoe, and was wot even brought apta
il thee Horiptuess ; vy mother, alfhongh nominally s Preo
tant, not being aconstomed to par attenticn to her childran. Bhe
waa rather inclined to think well of the Catholios, and often pts
tonded their ehuarches,  Tooany wanh of celigions justeeetion st
honye, wed the iguorauce of my Ceeator and my duty, which was
Its natural effect, T think Icon tracs my introduction to convents,
and the scenes which I em to deseribe ju the following narrativa.

Whan abont six or seven yenrs of ago, T went toselool to s Wr,
Woarkman, n Pratostant, who taught in Sacrament strest, and ra-
mained severa]l months. ‘There 1 laarmed to read and write, and
arithmetic as far nedivision.  All $he progress I evor mnds in
fhose branches way gnined in that aohool, a8 T have never impro-
wed in any of them aince.

A number of giris of my acquaintancs weanf to echool to the
munz of the Congreastional Bunnery, or Bisters of Charity, ne
they wre aureetites galled,  The schools taughé by them are per-
haps more numerond than some of my readors mu'{ imangineg,
Nuna are peot out from that convant éo many of the towos and
villages of Canado to teach amall schoals ; nnd some of them wre
estahlizhed &8 instructresses in Gifferent parts of the United Statos,
When I was about tén years old, my mother aaked meone day if
T aboald not like to learn bo read and write French, nu?d then T
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began to think secdounly of attending the schood in the Congragas
tional Nunnery., Ihad alreadr m.:ﬁqu vaintancs with that lans
ganze, sufficiant to speak it o littla, a8 I heard it overy day, and
lﬂ% iwother knaw nomathing of it,

have a distinat recollection of my flrst estravce into the Nun-
mary ; nod the day was an {mportatt one o my life, as on it com-
muented my sequaintouce with m couveat. 1 woas conducted by
gome of ty young friends along Noteo Dama street, till we reach-
ed the gate. Ertering that, wa waulked some distancs along the
gide of a building towards a chapal, ohtil we reached a door, stop-
pod, and ruopg a bell,  ‘This woes soon oponcd, nod sotering, wa
proseadad through a long sovered possege till we took & shord
turnio the left, soon after which wa reaohad the door of tho school-
meom. o my sntrance, the Supericr met me, and told me Srst
of all that T ma=t dip my ﬂnggrg 1okz tha ]1|:||:,r witter at her door,
cross myesl, and any n short peoyer; and this ehe told me was pls
waye raquirad of Protestant an wall an Catholic children.

There wera about ffty girls in the school, sod the nuos profes-
gad to Eeach somothiog of roading, writiog, anrithmetio, and gao-
graphy, The moelkods, however, ware cery imperfect, and httle
attention was devoted to them, the Hema being in o groat degres
engropasd with lesgonein needla-work, which wos porformed with
miuch skill. The nune bad no vory nogulure parts assigned them
in the manaremeok of the ashools, They wees eatiier rough and
unpolished in their mannears, often szclatming, © Ot o et
(Ebat's a le.) and * men Dien,” (o God, )} oo the oost trivial oe-
casiung, Their wribisg wue quite poor, wul it wis 1ot ancommon
for thean to puf noenpital Iotter 1n the widdle of a word, The
ooly bool of georlaphy whish we studied, wos o cateehism of
guopraphy, from which wa loarnt by heart o fow questions and
naawiers, W o wers somebimes reforred bo o map, but 3t wos only
to paint out Montren]l or Quelieg, of acme other promioent wae,
while wa had no insteaction beyond.

It moy be neceseary, fortheinformation of snma of my readers,
o meniicn, Bhab Bhero npa throo disliest Coonvents 1o H.ﬂ-litl'l:ull
all of difagent kiods —thiat 1n, founded oo diferant plans, aud gos
vorned by diffevent rules. Their namea ara s follows i—

1. Fhe Conzrezational Naonoery.

L. Tha Tlack Nunoery, or Conveut of Sister Bourgecisa,

3. Tha Cre Hul:lm,:r:,r.

Tha firat of thees penfeszes to he devoted anfively o the edu-
ention of girls. It would requirs, however, oaly n proper sxami=
nution to prove, that with Ehe oxcoption of needle-work, hardly
anvibing 1s Langht exoepting prover and oabeshism § the 1nstrue-
tiow in resding, writing, &e. in fact, amounting to very littls,
and often to nothing.  This Convent ie adjnconk to the nex: to
be spoken of, boing separifed from it eoly by o wall. . The ses
cond professes to be a pharitabls institution for tho eor of the
mick, nnd the supply of bread sand medicines for the poor; and
something is dous io these departments of eharigy, although but
an insiguificant amonnk compered with the gize of the baildings,
and the number of inmades.

The Grey Nunnery, which is situnted in o dlstant purt of the
city, is alao a large =:Jtﬁ-:u. contniuiog departments for the care
of Insane persons and foundlings, With this, howewvar, I hava
less personal sogquaintance thon with either of the others. T have
oftan seen twao of the Grey wans, and koow thele pules, as well aa
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thoss of the Congragatione) Nunnery; thay do net eonfios fhem
always within their walls, lila thioes of tha Dack Nunnery, Thess
by wonts heve thoir tommon gamis (Blaok and Gray) from
the eoloirs of tha dressss worn by thabe Inmates,

In afl thesa three Conventa thees ara certain sparfinents into
which strangers can gain adrnittanco, buk obhors feom which they
arealwayes gxchaded.  To all, lakge quentitios of vorious croa-
ments are mads by the nupa, which are exposad for sule in thi
Ornmmené flooms, and afford laroe peouninry recaipta every vear,
which coutribate mach to thgic income, - In those rooms, visitors
often purchoss such things as please Chem, from song of tha old
pud eonfidential nuna who have the charge of them.

From all thot appaars to the public ey, thoe nune of theee Con-
vents aro dovetod to bhe charitabio objeod appropristed fo cach,
the labonr of making differsut articles know 1o bs manufaetue-
ed by them, and the ralizions obasrvances, whick cccupy o fargs
portion of their $ima.  Ther are roparded with mach respect by
the people at lurgad andd now and then wlen o novion Lnﬁ::u. thao
vail, Blis i3 aupposad to petive from the tempiations and troubla
of thiz world into & staks of holy eeclusicn, where, Ly praver, self=
mortification, aud good docds, she pwepares hessalf dor beaven,
Hometimen the Buperior of a Coovent obtaine the characler of
working miracles: and when poch an owa dies, it ie published
throngh the country, and crowds throng tha Couvont, whe think
Indnlzonees wre $o b dorivad frotn hita of Ler elothes aad other
thinga she haa possossed; and many have sent avtinies to he
tonched to her bed or chair, in which u dereee of virtue is thourht
to remain, 1 used to porticipate in suels idens ood foolings, and
Thaeun 'I:-:,' ﬂqgrm:ts ton Tpniie TP PR PV TEF I 1] the bapptesl of wome,
and a Coovent ws the moat peanefnl, holy, and delighifol place of
abode. It is trus, 3cme paina were takeu to impeoss such views
upon me. Homo of the priceta of the Seminacy often visitod the

onsgrresrnbionnl I'l._u:llm;lr:r, and hoth catechised and Lalked with
us on religion,  Tha Superior of tha Llack Nuoneer adjoining,
ales, oceasispally came ingo the echogl, and cnlorzed on the ad-
vuntero wi anjoped i boving wael teachars, and é.n:‘:qlpﬁc:. AUITHI =
thing now alui ian pelating to her owa convent calenlated to
maks na entertain the hirnest ideas of i, and make we sometimeas
think cf the possibility of rebting inte it.

Ammone the insbroosiains given to ux by the prizels, somo of the
most poiuted wers ﬂ:irente-fa.ﬁaiuat the Frotastant Bilde, They
often enfarred upon tha evil tendeney of that book, aud told ue
that but for it many o sodl conderoned to hell, aod suffering eter-
nal punishment, might havs been 1o happinesa, They pould not
nu?: anyihing in ita favour; for that would be speaking against
relizion aud sgoivst God.  They warrned o arainst its woe, and
rapresantad it naa l:.]‘.lil'.t_r wary ﬂurlgﬂ_:m i to oor aoule,  In eonfir-
mation of this, they would repent somea of the avewers tauyght na
gt genbeghiom ; o few of which I will bera give.  Wea hod littla
cafechisms, (" Les Petits Calochiemes') put jnte our bauds to
efudy; but the priests ason began to feaph ue A new sebof pn-
awers, which were not to be found 1a cur books, froro some of
which I bave received new ideas, and got, as 1 thought, impors
fnnt light ou raligioue a.uh{antl, whigh confirmed me more i my
belief in the Homan Catholie doctrizes. Those questions and an-
awers I can still recall with tolerabla necuracy, and somae of them
I will ndd here. I never have read them, as we wore taught them
only by word of mouth,



