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vi PREFACE.

some extent to the information which is thus accessible
to the ordinary student. But he desires, on the first
page of the work, to acknowledge the debt under which
ha lies to the authorities whom he bas already named.
The scknowledgment is the more necessary because in

a little book of this character it is impossible to give

the references which would be inserted in o larger work.
To all the authorities ha hag named he is under an
abligation ; to three of them—DMr. Hallam, Mr. Stubbs,
and Bir Erskine May, be is specially indebted. Bir
Erskine May's work en Parlismentary Practice is the
substructure on which every writer on Parliament
must build. The great works of Mr. Hallam and
Mr, Btubbs are too well known to require a compli-
ment ; but they are possibly susceptible to & eriticism.
Mr. Hallam's labours have perhaps done more than
My, Btubbs's researches to give the general reader a
olear iden of constitutional progress, but Mr. Stubbs's
work has done more to assist the student than Mr.
Hallum's history, Mr. Hallam excels in manner,
Mr. Btubbs in matter: Mr. Hallam is superior to
Mr. Btubbs in his generalisations; Mr. Stubbs to
Mr. Hallam in the copiousness of his details,

Lospow, June, 1881,
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