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DEDICATION.

T THE PEQPLE OF IRELANI. .

Ir is alike your interest, and your duty, to inguire into the
covenants which were entered into with your forefathers, when
Ireland surrendercd her sovereignty as a Nation, and to ascer-
tain whether those covenants have been fulfilled.

Having been asked by the Chamber of Commerce of
thiz City to assist In preparing a case for the advice of
Counsel, as to the legal rights of the Irsh Teople under
the Treaty of Union, I have been forced o examine the
subject with more attention than I had previomsly given to it.

I have addressed this case to you, because it relates to the
prosperity of Ireland, and I think I have shown, that the con-
ditions of the Act of Union, and the dictates of public policy
have been equally violated, in the conduect which has been
adopted towards Ircland, since 1800,

I thank you for the attention you have given to my leticrs
as they appoared week after week.

If they succeed in evoking that public spirit on which the
welfare of this nation depends, I shall feel that T haye not
laboured in vain.

Your Faithful Servant,
JOSEPH FISHER
Waterford, March, 1863






PREFACE.

I7r is necessary, in order to ascertain the true bearings of
the Act of Union, between Great Britain and Ireland, npon
the present position of both countries with regard to taxation,
to examine somewhat minutely, into the laws of nations which
govern such Unions, and thus discover the riphts of the
Parliament of each nation, to surrender its distinet nationality,
and the power of the new Empire to alter ar abrogate the
Treaty and' Acts which brought it into existence.

To aid in this inguiry, it also bacomes shsolutely requisite
to discover the progrfess and condition of each nation previous
to the Union, and to trace the course of those negociations
by which separate pre-cxisting rights were secured and pre-
served. The debates of the separate Parliaments of Great
Britain and Ireland, shew what were the ideas of those who
preposed and carried the Act of Union ; and they have, there-
fore, an important bearing uponthe construction which should
be put upon the several clauses of that Act.

If it wes intended that the Parliament of the United
Kingdom should have kad power to alter, change, or abro-
gate the conditions of the Treaty of Union, there was no
occasion for such & treaty; the mere fact that there wasa
Treaty—that it gave the Parliament which it created power,
under certain conditions, to do certain acts, and restricted it,
under any conditions, from performing other acts, proves
that it was intended, alike by the Parliament of Great
Britain and the Parliament of Ireland, that the Parliament’
of the United Kingdom should not have the power of



