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Tue investigation wpon which this work 15 based was
comducted at the request of the Town Council of Birming-
ham. 1 wish here to express my thanks, especially to
the Central Care Sub-Committee and the officers of the
Juvenile Labour Exchange, for the facilities afforded me
in making the inquiry. Responsibility for both facts
and theories, it need hardly be said, attaches te the
author alone,

Thring almost the whale of the penad covered by the
mvestigation, hospitatity was afforded me by the generosity
of the Couneil of Woodbrooke Settlement. 1t would be
difficult to find pleasanter conditions for study than those
afiorded by Woadbreoke, Though not in sympathy
with everything which the term " Woodbrooke Spirit '
suggests, I can pay an wnqualified tribute to the spirit
of kindness and high-mindedness that prevails alike in
teachers and in stndents at the Settlement. T wish 1
could be sure thal every year of my life woukl introduce
me into relationships with others as [riendly as those
offercd by the year | spent there,

When I asked Dy, Sadler if he would write me a
Preface, bie replied that e had made a vow never (o write
any more prefaces foy anybody ! T feel, therefore, very
honoured that he has gencrously broken [aith  with
himsell on iy behalt,  Those whe have worked at this
problem will knosw hesy el the book gains in value
by including a contribution from D, Sadler.
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both in the investigation and in the working up of the
material, upon the experience and wisdom of others more
qualified to speak upon the problems involved. T would
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Alexander Paterson ; Mr, 1 . Tawney ;. Mr., Frederic
Kecling @ and Messrs, Seebohm Rowntree and I, Lasker;
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seript. To  frequent conversations with Mr. Egbert
Jackson, who was working at the same time and place on
another aspect of this problem, I owea debt that the reader
will do well to learn by reading Mr, Jackson's fortheoming
volume, Mr. Donald Z. Stephens gave me valuable
help in the early stages of the investigation, besides making
many ingenious criticisms on those parts of the book
relating to machinery, The chapter on Education is
largely the work of Miss Edith Nora White, BA.  And,
finally, my obligations are so deep to the unwearying
services of my sister, Dalsy Freeman, that I feel rather
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