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FOREWORD

LEVEN contributors were represented in the First
E Series of Northern Numbers,published in Novem-
ber 1920.  Seven of these contribote again. Con-
tributors for the first time are: General Sir [an Hamilton,
SirRonald Bogs the Rev. Lauchlan Maclean Wate 1,13, 1y
Charles Murray, Professor Alexander Gray, Mrs Lindsay
Carnegic of Annesley, Miss Agnes Falconer, Miss Isobel
W. Hutchison, Miss Mary Symon and Messrs Lewis Spence
and William Qgilvie—the last-mentioned not to be con-
fused with our older friend and contributor, Mr Will I1.
Ogilvie. In several cases what are held by many to be the
best poems of their authors are not included here (eg.
Lauchlan Maclean Watt's “Grey Mother,” which already
appears in no fewer than seventeen anthologies), prefer-
ence being given to less well-known poemns and, more par-
ticularly, to current work, and work not hitherto published
in yolume form.

These representative selections have [or the most part
been chosen by the contributors themselves—who, it may
be remarked, now represent -practically every district in
Scotland, “incloding London.”

I have to express my indebtedness to many editors and
publishers for permission to include various pocms in this

volume.
COMGl



JOHN BUCHAN

THE GIFSY'S SONG TO TIIE LADY CASSILIS—THE WISE
YEARS—WOQOL MAGIC



THE GIPSY'S S5ONG TO THE LADY
CASSILIS

CWhercupon e Foas, coming down from the Gates of
Galloway, did so betwitel my lady that she forpat husband
and &, and folfooed e Hndiee’s pipineg "—CHAT BOOK
OF THE RAI 01 CASSILIS,

HE door is open to the wall, -
The air is bright and free;
Adown the stair, across the hall,
And then—the vorld and me:
The bare grey bent, the running stream,
The fire beside the shore;
And we will bid the hearth farewell,
And never seck it mare,
My love,
And never seck it more,

And you shall wear no silken gown,
Nomaid shall bind vour hair;

The yellow broom shall be your gem,
Your braid the heather rare,

Athwart the moor, adown the hill,
Across the world away,

The path is long for happy hearts
That sing to greet the day,

y My lave,

That sivgr to grect the day.

When morning cleaves the eastern orey,
And the lone hills are red;

When sunsets light the evening way
And birds are quicted;

In autemn noon and springtide dawn,

By hill and dale and sea,

The world shall sing its ancient song

Of hope and jay for thee,
My lowe,
Of hope and joy for thee.
It



NORTHERN NUMBERS

Aned at the last no solemn stole
Shall on thy breast be laid;

No mumbling pricst shall specd thy soul,
Nucharnel=vault thee shade,

lut by the shadowed hazel copse,
Aneath the greenwood tree,

Where airs ave soft and waters sing,
Thoo'lt ever slecp by ine,

My love,

Thouw'lt ever slecp by me,



