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PREFACE. .

IHE acknowledgzed success which has
attended the publication of the works
of Dr. Delitzsch in his own country, and the
great appreciation they have met with in this,
so far as they are known, has encouraged the
Translator in supposing that the following
papers will not prove uninteresting to English
readers.

In an age when, on the one hand, science
and research have made all more or less
critical, every contribution towards the more
accurate realisation of circumstantial details,

must conmumend itself to the Biblical student;
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whilst on the other, in an age when science
and research have made many educated men
more or less sceptical, any contribution which
places in clear and sharp contrast, the wide
gulf which separates the highest human in-
telligence from that of Him who spake as
never man spake, must commend itself to

all who recognise in Jesus the Son of God.
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The Herpdian Government and the seond Temple, considered
in Hherr reladion fo Handicraft.

Yo HEN Jesus, on a certain Sabbath day,
§ stood up in the synagogue of Nazareth,
and the men and women of the little country
town, in which he had grown up, beheld the
 wonder-working prophet of Galilee in their
midst, the enigma of His presence seemed to
them to grow only more enigmatical; and,
confused in understanding rather than touched
at heart, they locked one upon another and

' Fiidisches Hoadwerkerleben s Teit Fene,  Flinf Fortriige im Leipiger
Funglingeoeren gehalten tm FPiater 1867-8, Von FRANZ DELITZSCH.
ZwEITE REVIDIRTE AUFLAOER. Erlangen, 1875,
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asked, * Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is
not this the carpenter 7"

In this question of the Nazarenes lies the
justification of the task which I propose to
myself. Handicraft is historically interwoven
with the person of Jesus. For the moment
we will not argne whether He might with
equal reason have been called ¢ the car-
penter,” as the carpenter’s son, but the
artisan class may well leel itself honoured
in the highest degree through the simple
fact that He was the legitimate, thongh not
actual son of a carpenter, and was Himself
so called. What, in comparison to this fact,
are all imperial and royal charters which
guilds and cerporations have to show? No
higher honour can ever belong te the position
of a working man, than that Jesus sprang from
a mechanic’s family; arnd that, if not Himself
a mechanic, He had no doubt taken part in
their employments. Through this, all labour
is hallowed; or, which is the same thing,
ennobled in a more than earthly sense,

I address a circle of young mechanics,” and

! These papers wers originally read before the Young Men's Association,
in Leipsic.




