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PREFACE
10
THE INDIAN EDITION,

This work was st first solely intended for those
English-speaking Europeans {in which term we include
the people of America also) who have never set their
feet on the zoil of Tndia, This is the resson why the
Author has been rather minute in his desoription. It
makes its appearance here ouly by the advice of some
Eurcpean friends who have thought that it would be
read with intercat in this country alse. This s ren-
dered more probable by the fuct, that there are more
new Europesns now in India than there were some
time ago; and it is au axiom in the science of go-
vernment that the Rulers should know all they can
of the Ruled, mors especially when both the races are
go foreign to each other aw the British and the Hin-
doos are. |

Tndia being a vast country, inhabited by various ne-
tions, differing from each other in many respects, the
following Chaptera deseribe the manners and customs
of oaly & certain portion of the immense population ;
and even of this portion, only those manners and ous-
toms that are more general ; becauss the peopls of
the different parts of Northern India also differ from

each other in some respects.
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In writing Hindoe single words we have not follow-
ed the system adopted'by Missiouaries in this country,
but spalt the worda as would appesr most eatural to

‘the European eye; for instance, we have written

Hindvos, and not Hindds ; Hinder, and not Hindi,
&e. Tn publishing books Missionaries can save much
space by the Roman Charscter system, but sa very
few Hindee words oscur in this werk, space has been
no object with us. There ave however these exceptions
to this remark, that ¢ has the sound of ay a8 in bay
aod pay ;- o hag & dash over it when pronounced long,
a8 in meld, & fair ; and when not accented, it haa the
sound of % as in cf and mul; w and 4 short have
been used indiscriminately to represent this sound.

The Work was written befora the Mutiny, but cir-
cumstances have delayed ita publication,

The reader will also kindly bear in wind that the
Author writes in a foreign tongue, and that due al-
lowance must be made for his Euglish

FurrerGUrH,
January, 18640,
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