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ADVERTISEMENT.

The following chapters wers fimt published in the
Western Ohristian Advoecate, in twenty-six numbers,
The first number was dsted, January 30th, 1835, the last
sppearsd in April 1838, In consequence of the sstimation
in which they were held, many persona from different parts
of the West, requested to have them collocted and pub-
lisked in & volume. The Ohio Confarence of the Matho-
dist Episcopal church, at its Inst seesion beld in Chilicothe,
Beptember 28th, 1826, unanimogsly requested our book
agents o publish the strictures on Camphellism, as they
are presented in this volume, now before the reader,

That the work possesses real merit, every competant
persan who peruses it, will freely acknowledge. It must
not, however, be forgotien, that it is a posthomous work
und of course hes more defects than though it had issped
from under the authot’s own correcting hand,

Indeed the writer did not contemplate, that what passed
from his pen, in the hagte of the weekly press, woold af
terwards be collecied and formed into a volume, Had he
lived, lnrge adiditions would have been made, fewer inses
curacies would appenr, snd a much more perfect work
woull now be prescnted to the public.  As it is, we wre
fully of the opinion that it will serve a3 a Gmely mdnﬁ—
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glent check on ‘one of tha mosl pernicions systems of the
prosent age, though couched under the imposing title of
the Ancient Gospel,

The aditors have made no alterations in the following
pages from what they wene whan published in the Western
Christian Advocate, except & very few verbal amend-
ments, or the omission of those concluding or introdacs
tory claoses in the numbers, by which they are reduced to
the form of chaplers under appropriate heads, A table
of contents i also added which the reader will find very
eanvenient as an aid to referencas,

O, ELLIOTT,
L. L. HAMLINE.

. Book Room, Cincinoatl, Januory, 1887,



MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOH

The Rev., Wirriam Punrres, author of the
following work, was born of pious parents, on
the Tth day of May, 1787, in Jessamine coun-
ty, state of Kentucky. He was religiously
educated, was frequently impressed with the
necessity of religion in early life, and often
thought he would become a christian. When
he was a youth, after laboring through the day,
he would spend the evening 1n writing the &
sions of his mind, both in postry and prose,
Many pieces of these early productions are stll
in possession of his family, When he arrived
at mature age, he turned his attention to politi-
cal affairs, resisted the divine impressions, and
abandoned his youthful employments. 'T'o free
himself from religious restraint, he read scepii-
cal books, till infidel sentimenis made consid-
erable impression on his mind ; though he still
rewined a high regard for morality. In this
state of mind he lived till he was eetded in life,
and had the charge of a rising family. The
following aceount of his conviction for sin, was
related by himself at lovefeasl, as a part of his
religious experience, and communicated to us
by one who heard him at the time.

*Une morning," said he, ** I retarned home
in 2 melancholy siate of feeling, afier hawimgy
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spent the night from home, engaged in some
political feats. I took my seat in a room by
myseli. Very soon my eldest son, about eight
years old, came to me, and sand, B, as
experienced refigion ; and then inquired, W hat
s religion 7 Here convietion seized my mind,
for I could not answer the questions of the
child. 1 said,—Is it possible, that I, who was
blessed with a religions education, have raised
a child to this age, who inquires of me what
religion is, and I eannot tell him! [ then re-
solved to reform my life, and examine the evi-
dences of christianity.”

He did not, like too many, delay this great
work, but set about it with his usual diligence.
He was soon thoroughly convineed of the divine
reality of religion, and joined the Methodist
Epigcopal Church, as a seeker. He earneatly
sought the Lord with bitter sighs and tears ; but
his mourning was scon turned into joy. Five
days afier he joined the church, he received
the evidence of his acceptance, at Old Fort
meeting house, in Moatgomery county, Ky.
It was manifest to all, that he was the subject
of a great change.  He shorily afier felt intense-
ly the worth of souls, and believed that he was
moved by the Holy Ghost to preach the gos-
p-tl of which he sfterwards gave ample testi-

On the 27th of December, 1828, he
{mmd to preach as a locel preacher, by

ﬂu quarterly meeting conference of Mount
Bterling circuit. In this capacity he labored
with aumm.u]lha found that his field of labor
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was too circumscribed. He was duly recom-
mended and received into the Kentueky confer-
ence in the fall of 1881, at its session at Lou-
iaville, after he had labored as a local preacher
for nearly three years. He was appointed sue-
cessively to Winchester and Lexington circuits,
and Newport and Covington station; having
been reappointed to the two last Ptmu,au &8 Lo
serve each two years in succession, except the
time that elapsed between his appointment by
the General conference and the termination of
his conference year, which was still shortened
by his unexpected death. He received dea-
con’s and elder's orders at the regular periods
in which these offices are usually conferred.
He performed the duties of assistant editor to
the Wesiern Christian Advocate one year be-
fore he was appointed to that office by the suf
frageof the General Conference in May, 1838.
He was selected by this body, under &a cons
viction that his talents and sttainments qualified
him for the duties of an editor, and in full ex-
tion of much efficient editorial nsefulness.

ut alas ] how uncertain are human expecta-
tions. For three weeks and two days only,
after the adjournment of conference was he

itied to serve the church.

On the 22d of June, 1836, he was confined
to bed by a violent attack of fever. For seve=
ral days previous to this, he felt manifest indi-
cations of an approaching assault of severe
sicknesa. During his confinement of six weeks
and two days, he suffered much pain of body.



