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ECONOMICS OF ANARCHY.

A STUDY OF

THE INDUSTRIAL TYPE.

BY DYER D) LUM.

“According to the etymalogy of the word, Anarchy would mean absence of all
government, of all political authority, *** Anarchy ts wothing bud self-government
carried to ita extrement Hmit, and the lest step ta the progress of human vegren,***
Politics, as hitherto uﬂdsrsﬁ:ad' reaudd have no further Talton d'etre, and An-archy,
!ilcu i 10 ooy, the disapearance of all politival authorily, would be the result

thia trassformation o _ﬂzm #octety m whick all guesﬁnnambs solved would
Agce o purely économic character. Long ago J. B. Say advanced the opinion fheat the
ﬂﬂcﬁm af the State should be reduced fo the tfmcd {:-_f Iu.*s dutiea.  If a6
reduced there would be but ane ai‘f for . Pee M. Prowdhon—
supprecsion of the police poeer,’ alor's Gvelopaedia uIPulit unl Beience.

CHIGAGO :
GEC. A, BCHILLING,
B9 Washington Street, Room 8L
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dln-ﬁl qui ronked him with the grest
mem of the earth and insursd him eass
aod comfort for his declining vesrs.

Yet ho departed from this lifs in com-
parative abscurity and poverty, Thoss
Who koow him best will mourn him
deepest, for thay had come in touoh with
hin greaf, tender heart sud gentle soul
during bis better moments, Thst very
geotleness, reflnement of tesling nod in-
stinotive honorsbleness, be endeavored
to veil with u musk of recklesaness and
indiffarence, but often in vain. A basu-
tiful eentiment would touch him; a pa-
thetio incident wonld bring tears to his
(eyes aud sorrow would choke his voiee
‘even while he onreed the emotion he
eonld not withatand. Iis friends know
bow loyal sod true s brother and friend
he could be; the world may sometime
recogoige bis troe worth me a echolar.
He has written more on secnomis sab-
jeals than any other one man in the pres-
ent age. He gave up n good bosiness Lo
edit the “Alurm” ot Parsona' request.
He refused & peosion from the govern-
ment baganse he did nol beliave in it; he
wever claimed the right to ba supported
beoanss of the work he hnd dooe or conld
do for the canse: iodeed his pearest
friends would neyer know from him
whether he was iu pesed or not.  DBuk for
n certuio unoonthuess, wholly assumed
more ook of a deteatation of the coun-
ventionalities sud ebhams of sooisty than
any thing else, he wonld have besn gen-
arally beloved and aniversally monroed.
I bid him farewsll with sorrowinl re-
| Rrets. Larzie M, Honyes,
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I have been repeatedly asked to write a brief summary of the aims sought by
Anarchists which could be read and diseiesed in the varioue clube that are study-
ing soomomic queatione, With this end in view the following pages nre sub-
mitted, trusting that they may be a help to those who are eamestly seeking the
rationale of the Labor Qrestion. D. . L.




Economics of Anarchy.

L
INTRODUCTION,

All soclologiats elsim that progress has consisted In departnre from com-
puleory to voluntary co-operation; from the reigs of militant measures to what
8 termed the indostrial type, wherein self-rellance snd free co-operation
directs; from the inegoalities of privileged and restricted classes bo the equality
of equal freedom to natiral epportanities; 1o short, to aze the concise statement
of Herbert Spencer, “from a reglme of sfodus 1o 8 regime of sontract.” In the
gocial order militancy and Indusiriallem, therefore, represent past and future
typee: the first wherefn war i2 the normal direction of human activity; the
other where peace must prevail for healthful development. FoRowing this
gulding principle let us endeayor bo group the salient polnts of progress from
militant rule to fondustrial requirements In order to 2ee more clearly not only
in what direction we are tanding, bot also what methods aré wot conducive to
thatend. Starting with the £act that social evolution is chiefly characterized by
& transition from warlike to peaceful pursunits, that from generation to genera-
tion activity hag beem turning from congist over fellowmen to comguest over
nature for men, we ses at ones that methods charscterizing an outgrown phase
of life are insppropriate to the end toward which progress has been made,

Before, however, applying to all schemes for reform the crucial test: Do
they belong to the militant or industrial typef let us obtain a clearer view of
their diferences. The one being fixity, the other its abrogation, between the
two there can be no golden mean without sacrifice of progress, for compromise
fn principles Is ever inciplent sufeide.  With & clear conception of the historical
evolution of society we may be apared the folly everywhere atternpted by woald-
be peformers of maixing incongruons princlples ; suck may be compared with thoae
who would seek & happy medium between daylight and darkness in twilight,
Having attained this, o the grest delight of sentimental lovers and fledgling
poets, they flatter themeelves inhaving solved the eterna] eontradiction tn aatate
possesting none of the posftive nor negative qualitiea of either, and which, conas-
quently, can be but temporary in duration,



& INTRODUTTION.

To state in briefest form the sasentlal distinetion betseen militancy and in-
dustrialism, It may be aaid that the one is o scheme of compulsory co-operation,
the other the natural ousgrowth of voluntary co-operatlon.  1f we look ab those
States where the militant apirit dominates most largely we find the organization
esential to an srmy extended to the concerns of private life. The whole nation
virtually becomes & camp under military disefpline; lodustrial life is subordi-
wated to regulation; the individoal exists for the Siate and o regimental unl-
formity pervades all social relations, The jodividual 1e a subject and with his
condition, his residence, his family, enregletered, Of anclent Feru weread that
officers “minutely {napected the homses, to see that the man, as well as his wife,
kept the household in perfeot order, aod pregerved & dioe state of diselpline among
their children. Anclent Kgvpt iurnlshes ample evidence of & like regimentation
of lta inhabitants, who had to report at fixed intervals to account for the most
trivial action, How fally the gvery-day life of the Hebrews was regulated in the
maost petty watter the pentatéuch illustrates. The iron laws of Sparta are not
exceptional illustrarions,  In every State where activities sre chiefly military,
VN pow ., we see u greater or leseer degres of enforced digcipling; patriotism be-
comos the highest virtie and disloyalty the deapest crime; nodomeatic tie ia valid
against the Frankenszieln of the State; the assertion of commeon righte is hardly
known. The State dominates the unit, parvades the howsehold, is present at birth,
presides at marriages, buries the dead, and the mass of the population endure
life for work, Instead of worklng to enjoy life. 1o every sphere of social co-
operation the wmotive power is compudsion, not naturslly evolyed, but artifieially
inetituted. Herbert Bpeneer saye, and It canuot be diapoted; Tt iz the law of
all organization that asit becomes complete it becomes rigid.” a remarkof pro-
found signifieance which i3 earnestly convmended to the thoughtinl attention of
Socialist and semi-Bocialish reformers who would institute Jiberty ard still pre-
serve plasticity |

Let us beware the militant assumptlon that man exists for the State, and
trust to theoretical brakes to check the momentwm of & body moving with in-
creading velocity.  The accial ageregate 13 not something over and above the
unita which coostitete it. WWhen these uynite are woral, are intelligent, are
eecure, only then iz social life moral, intelltment and secure.  The condition of
the anits is mirrored in the eocinl reflector.  7T'o eubordinate the parts to the
whaole I8 to desteoy that individuality by which the aocial ooity his been attained ;
to place In the whole that which resides in nove of its parts; to make aneffecta
generative cauge and hestow upon a shadow the gualities of o substance, An
flinstration will moke this clearer.  Collepe clardes frequently have composite
photographs taken in which the features of each igsuperimposed upon the others,
Thae result i3 a face representing the striking charaeteristics of sll, butin which
angalaritios of eharneter arve merged futo ong, Though the class face represents
wo lving original, yet each has contributed to formit,  Bo in soclal life indi-
vidual peculiarities are merged into the compoelte ecelal life, and the survivalof
the fittest determines what remalns or ginks.  In the class face the stronger the




INTRODUCTION. T

Individuality the greater the effect upon the composite whole. As social life Is
but & composite reprezentation of individual characteristics, how idie to hold that
the unit i# subordinate to the veqoiremenis of the composite whole; that self
must be abridged to suft the requirementa2 of the composite reflection in which
eelf has beep an integral factor. Yat this Is the logic of state-sociallam and com-
munizm, for both rely upon direction from composite refiectlon, and directly vio-
late the law of progress in eeeklng to establizh a social structore wpon uniformity
rather than individoality, upon tendency to similarity rather than increasiog
variance of parts,

The whole course of modern history his been a perpetual stroggle agalost
direction in secial relations, Motley calls the Fourteenth century an “Age of
Revolt.” Europe everywhers dieplayed social Jife wiuler paternal goidance.
The very clothes that 8 man muost weir, hours of work amd of repoee, the time
for which s mechanic should be retained, the number of sheep a tenant might
keap, limitations upon travel, restrictions upon diet, the hierarchy of ranks, rules
regulating social intercourse, the very thoughts one must think ~were all matters
for leglslative direction in Merrle Evgland. In philosophy, religion, polities
and industry law established the standard for belief and action. The crusades by
changing vast bodies of men from the narrosw bounclaries which had heretofore
coudined their viston, by openiog Lo them oew scenes and civillzations, by eman-
cipating multitudes of serfa: by Introducing Eastern avts and loxuries; all of
which may be smmmed up in Bigmondi’s phrase ; “the geography of the pil
grime;" and above all by rowing bromdcast the seeds of unbelief:—led to an
awakening of intellect that shook the old foundationz of zocial Jife to their
center. Jatk Cade and Wickliffe in England, the Artaveldes fn Helland, Mareel
and the facquerig in France, the rizings of the Bwiss ‘cantons, Rlenzl at Rome,
the Hanzestie Leagoe in Germany, and countless eporadic insurrections against
authority in philosophy. Inveligion, In politieal and economic relations, all testify
to the opening of a new era wherein individual sovereignty was posited ngalnst
collective control, Indestiy felt the new breath and became arvayed against
oppreseion,  The communal strugglea in France and the alliance of the Hanse
Towna in Germany ustrated the new spiric wherein arms were only resorted to
for defence against aggression, a coutest wherein feudalizm was wounded unte
death and ita history heoeceforth bot the record of its dving struggles, The
rengigsance in thought and art, the Proteatant revoluticn in religion, the English,
American and French revolutions In 3tate policles, logically led to the extension
of the assertion of the sovereignty of the individusl to ecooomic relations, a
struggle which essentially characterizes the Nineteenth century, XEvery atep
forward has been at the expense of suthority by increasing the area of voluntary
actions; voluntary co-operation has invarigbly tlgum 1o supply nesds a5 compul-
sory co-operation was removed,  Authority has heen shorn of is swength in
philosophy and religion and Anarchy therein admitted to be in the line of pro-
grese; in the Btate ite sphere bas been continunlly narvowed by the growth of
freedom to contract to achiewe given ends,  Nor have we yet reached the term



