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PREFACE.

Ox my return from a trip to the Yellowstone and through
the National Park, I eoncluded to writo up a few brief sketches
of the more interesting features of that remarkable region, and
the thrilling events of the jouwrney, for the bencfit of friends
in. the States. In spite of all efforts to condense, the “ brief
sketches™ grew into a series of long letters, some of which
appeared in & leading newspaper of the West. The general
favor with which the letters were received, prompted a request
for their publication in beok-forin. With some hesitancy the
work of revision was commenced, and this volume is the result.
It makes no claim to special literary merit, bnt is sent ont with
the firm belief that it will fill a place hitherto unocenpied, and
with the hope that it will afford instruction and entertainment
to the lovers of Nature everywhere, cepecially the youth of
the land.

The anthoris pleased to acknowledge his indebtedness to
the published reports of Dr. ¥. V. Hayden, United Etates
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Geologist, for valuable data in the makeup of the work; also
to Hon. N. . Langford for some extraets from his glowing
deseriptions which appeared in Seribner’s Monthly; and to

other friends for substantial favors and encouragement in the

enterprise. -
E J. B

Wmtenais, Mosxtaxa Termrrony, July 10, 1877
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