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™
MLE. EATHERINE B COBB.

I oave mot asked your leave, desr fricnd, o dedicate to yon
these pages of my experience in the leart of an Asiatic cowrt;
but 1 kwow you will indulge me when T el you that my single
elgeet i fuscriblng your name hers iz to evince my pratafnl appri-
ciation of the kinduess Lhat lod you to wee me to try the resonrces
of Fyour country ingtesd of retorning to Siam, and Lo plead seotee-
derly i bebalf of my chiliven.

I wigh the offering were more worthy of your seveplauce, Butb
Lo mssocisle your ssme with the work yonr cordial sympathy has
[esterand, and thus pleassatly Lo cetreee oven the sadidest of my
recollaclions, amid the bappincss tat now suoounds me, — a hap-
piness T owa to the generons frivndship of weble-bearted Atoerican
WOTHeT, — iz indead o privi],ege anil a compensatioo,

1 reain, wilk true affection, geatitade, and admiration,

Yuur [riend,
AL 1.
ath Jaly, 1676,






PREFACE.

I8 Majests, Somdetch IPhra Paramendr Maha
Mongkut, the Supreme King of Siam, having sent
to Blwrapare for an English lady to underluke the ednea-
tion of his chililren, my fricnds pointed Lo me. At fisst
it was with much reluetance that T eonsented to entertain
the project; but, strange as il muy =eem, the more T re-
fected wpon it the more [easible it appeared, until at
lenath T began to leck forward, eveu with & glow of en-
thusiasm, loward the new and untried Geld [ was abont
Lo enter,

The Siamese Consul at Singapore, Hon. W, Tan Kim-
Ching, had written strongly in my favor to the Courl of
Sinm, and in response I received the following letter from
the King himselt: —

" ExcLsn Fra, 1862, 20th Febrnary,

Grase Hovan Pavace, Baseror,
“To Mg, A. T Leonowess :—

“Mavam: We are in good pleasure, and satisfaction
in heart, that you ure in willingness to undertake the
education of our beloved royal children. And we hope
that in doing your education on us and ou our children



