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PREFACE,

pften been presented to the public in
the form of lectures on the Moabite

kel Stone, delivered in many towns of Eng-
land on hehalf of the Falestine Exploration Fund,
This little treatise does ngt lay claim to muoch
originality, inasmuch as the subject matter has been
drawn from every available source, but chiefly are
we indebted to the learned labours on the subject
of Monsieur Clermont Ganneau, Eev. F. A, Klein,
Captain Warren, Emanuel Deutsch, George Grove,
Esq.,, Professor Weir, Captain Burton, Professor
Wright, Dr. Davidson, Professor G. Rawlinson,
author of #* The Moahite Stone” in * The Recovery
of Jerusalem,” Dean Walsh, and Canon Tristram.
Neither indeed can it boast of deep scholarship,
for although it aims at more than a superficial ex-
position of the stone, yvet the knowledge brought
to bear on the subject is the fruit of other men’s
labours, The transliteration of the primitive alpha-




vii Preface.

bet found on the inscription into the square Hebrew
characters used at present does not seem necessary
in order to understand and appreciate the teaching
of this ancient monument. This treatise is not de-
signed for critical scholars, and, therefore, we think
it desirable not to introduce the modern square
letters, which, strictly speaking, are Chaldaic and
not Hebrew, but rather to apply ourselves to the
study of the primitive characters found -on the
stone, characters which furnish an alphabet exactly
. the same as the old Hebrew, and are, moreover,
the original forms of nearly all the alphabets used by
modern European nations. We have endeavoured,
as far as possible, to harmonize the apparently con-
ficting accounts connccted with the discovery of
the monument and the efforts made to sccure it,
while we leave our readers to judge for themselves
respecting the degree of praise or censure to be
given to those gentlemen engaged in the matter,
An attempl has been made to bring out into bold
_ relief the chief gains to paleography and revealed
religion ; and by fitting together the pith of what
may be called the literature of the Stone, we have
endeavoured to present to our readers an unbroken
record of this triumphal tablet, its stery, and its
teaching. Qur earnest wish is that the perusal of
these pages may tend to strengthen Faith, animate
Hope, and increase veneration for the Sacred
Volume,

THE BRITISH MUsEUM, 1378,



