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Introduction

Undoulitedly it was the work of Bret
Haurte, hold in action, high in eolor, and
simple in motive, which estoblished an
ileal of the Farthest West in literature.
Europe, where Le is still better known
than any other American writer, still
clings to that ideal: it keeps the Faney
of the English as well as the Germans,
tle Russinns, amd the French. Dt
Amoriean art, to which the West iz bet-
ter known with its changes from the
pold-aseeking Jdays to those of the settloed
industries, has refined wpon that wdeal.
Something vastly more complex speaks
to us from both the hither amd the
thither slopes of the Sierras. The plains
ure conscions of their mysticism: the
wild nature itself sceks a voiee in the
communion of savage man amd savage
beagt. The old rollicking humor fimds
vent yet in temperament and ineident,
and Mr. Janvier's heroine suggests the



vi Introduction

carlier heroines of the first master: but
how far from his are such typez as © The
Madonna of the Desert” and *The
Prophetess of the Land of No Smoke !
The delieate divinations of Mrs, Ellery
Channing, the elose, firm sty of Mr
Mighels In frontier character, ure equal-
Iy surprising  cventuations  in fietion
donhing with Tife in the region of Harte's
daring amd onee fresh conventions,  The
homesiekne=s weling throwgh  Mr,
Peake's pathetie story of the returning
exiles s all as different from the primal
srnin of  hilarious fatalizm, of molo-
dranutic incident, a3 it is from the sad,
plain deeadfuluess of Mr, Kings=ley's
tragedy, or Mes, Tinderhill’s rotnd, old-
fashioned supernaturalism; and how ro-
mote in temperament iz Mr, Flynt's tale
of the boy teamp  heating™ his way
huck to the States from Dr. Fostman's
poctie piece of animism in “The Gray
Clieftain.”

The things are eonvineingly alike in
thoir severnd  exeellenee, and in  their
varying truth to the farther and nearer
tode UTmiler the Sunser. They are not
only important now—fine art, penuipe
motive, original spirit—but they are ox-
tremely intoresting  and  siznifioant s
suggestions of the great work to be done
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it and about a region of Amerien where
the completion of tho interoceanic com-
munieationz and the drawing together
of Fast and West scemed to paralyze the
nascent consciousness of the Pacihie
shore in literature. Finally, in the im-
mense geographical range of these ad-
miralile stories, we have some faimt in-
Jieatione of the vastness as well as the
richness of the field they touch.
wW. D. IL






