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Hypertrophy of the Qlitoris — Amputation — Cure.

Althongh most of our anthors on disesses of women mention the
faet that the clitoris becomes hypertrophied, very little especial atten-
tion or eomment is given to the snbject, the cages being rave and the
reporta very menger. W hen the clitoris begins to exceed its normal
dimensions, hermaphroditism, in one of its varieties, may be suspected.
As a rule, when this organ is larger than natural the patients are
those women who partake largely of the masculine habit, are rather
prone to the purgnits and oeenpations of men, have small hreasts and
muscular developtent, In some instances, however, as in the case
now under consideration, this organ may acqnire the gize of the male
penis, and indeed, in rare cases, become enormously enlarged. Tt is
said that Paul Lacchiss, whe was physician to Pope Inmosent X,
records the case of a womian whose clitorie was so large that, when
erected during pasgion, it prevented sexunl intercourse. ( Vide
Colombat on Femaleg, p. 84 Dr. Charles I1. Meigs, the editor of
Colombat, also relates s case of enormons enlargement of the clitoris,
under the care of Dr. Norris, of the Pennsylvania hospital. Thig
case, however, would appear to have heen a cyst, for ** Dr. Norris
planged & eominon lancet into the lower end of the tumoer and the
instrument gave issue to a thiclk, blackish fluid, the consistence of
tar, or thick molasses, and perfectly inodorous.”  This conld searcely
be called a true hyperirophy of tiesue, but probaldy was an extracrdi-
nary development of a cyst, such as T have seen in the prepuce of
the male.

Mr. Shaw, in the Londen Fancet for 1852, veports o most extra-
ordinary ease.  The patient was aged fiffy-three years and nnmarried.
He says: “On examination an enormous mass was seen hanging
from the pubes, and completely coneealing the volva. The pedicle



