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DEDICATION,

To all seldiers whe defercled the Union from “sixty-
one’ to Ssixtv-five” o when "The bloody band of Treason
soughl its overthrow.”  Teo the memory of the noble dead
on mary bloody Gelds and 1o those heroie martyrs who “Suaf-
fereil denth before dishonor’™ i the prison bel's of the Sonth,

this work is respectiully inseribed v the anthor.
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PREFACE,

As the events berein rarrased are froe and veracions
facts no apology or exeuse i3 necessiry [or Lheir pulilication
Let the work be padged] aceomling to its memts or demerits
I beheve thar the ericicism o Ao Clel Tl s conidwer 1 fully
justified by the evidence produced.  Enthesiastic and on-
reasomiig hero worshippers of whorm [ was coe of the moat
radical harl erected Gen, George P MeClellnd upon a high
pedestal of fame, lovaity and patriotism and wese enthosgs-
tically paying devotion to the shrne they bad so unthimking-
v erected. A vet they were arknowingly paving homage
to the most seeret, wily ad  specious  tratcor that  this
century has produced. He Jaid siege to Yorkoown when its
raiparts were ilefended byowioailen suns mnioed Taoaocor
porsl's muard of rebels. He cnvaped in the swamps of the
Chickabhominy for three months while twemy thovsand of
bas soldiers died of dizepse, am! never male as efforr to ke
Richmoodl,  Dueing all this sicwe he was howliog for more
met, when he well koew he e plenoy of seen il that the
government had no mere mier to spare hine. The bartle of
Malvern Hill afrerwand conclusivey demonstrated that thiere
never was a time dlanng the entize cunpaign when his anar
conld not have defeazed the rebel anny and taken Kiclioned,
Lee’s army being defented e ardered a retreat an Richmond
amel AleClelland's victortous arey wis ordered by him 1o
retreat on Harmison®s Landioe, amd thus were the victor amd
vanguished fleemy from ench ather at the same time, O
Lee being infornzed of MeOlellaml’s retreat lie returned amd
veenupied the hattle gronmd. Al oI MeClelland's delavs were
purposely made by birm o aveid siriking aodeath blow ar the
rebellion before the rebels were fal'y prepared ta specessfully
resist it T have g0 motive or Gesice to malizn the dlead bot
thie Facts a3 set fosth an this work sre made to correct the false
praise and flattery so lavishly bestowed upan this miseeahly
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meompetent general by historans and hero-worshippers ;1o
vimlicate the hravery and devotioa of the gobile okl Army
af the Potoanac, and thar coming sencration:s moay know the
avctual trwth pred execrare Bun as his bazeness gl treachery
so tiehily merit. This work bas been compiled ram the vivid
recollections of the events as they occuerred durmg the civil
war, and nowr after the lapse of thirty-four vears the memory
of them seems a3 fresh and green as thoogh they bad oc-
curred bt vesterday, 1 appreaate fully this grind erz of
Lot e Flunn] ond goodfellowship now so happily ardved at
fetwcen the two seotions of oor re-meted covmtes ol there-
tore beg tnduloence frone the reader for any scomingly 1oo
cigorons fanguage which pay occus withio this work, but
trinehe fiopels me toosay thar the creelties perpetiated upon
the defenceless prisomers of war fully justify its vse.
THIZ ATITTIOR,



