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INTRODUCTION.

RercpcTion, the characteristic of humanity,
which distinguishes it from the instinetive im-
pulses of the animal, hag led men, in all ages,
to investigate their own nature, and the ex-
ternal and internal influences by which it i
affected,  Philosophy, or the love of wisdom,
which originates in this spirit of inquiry,
claims for its legitimate object the elevation of
the intellectusl and moral powers; since the
subjects of thought with which if 15 conversant
have an ennobling tendency. They consist in
the contemplation of the highestspiritual essence,
(God: the sonl of man; and matter, which com-
prehiende the relations of the body.

It is evidently necessary to an nstructiva
perusal of the following pages, to possess a elear
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notion of the terms distinetive of.philosophy
secording to ils several topies. When, therefore,
it is applied abstractedly to the Divine nature, it
is styled theology; when to weorldly existences,
it assumes the form of physics and metuphysics;
and when reasoning of man, ethice and logic;
but as in ifs full extent it comprehends all
these, so in many respeets it iz indivisible.
What a monument of human inability to arrive
at truih by the unenlightened reason alone, is
exhibited in the vague fallacies and contradic-
tary perplexities of even the lofliest 1ntellects |
How imbecile and futile the endeavour to
establish fixed principles whenee a practical
result might be derived, the * perfecting holinges
in the fear of the Lord!" The presomptuous
diselaimer of the necessity of a Divine revela-
tion will, it is hoped, derive a salutary lesson
of humility, and hearfily thank God % for his
unspeakable Gift," when he has investigated
the erratic failures of men who, placed on
what has been termed the very “Ida of the
intellect,” were yet incompetent to discover
“our being's end and aim"—* were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Ierael, and stranpers from the ecovenants of
promize, having no hope, and without God in



