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DEDICATION.

TO HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY,
~ QUEEN CAROLINE.
My 1T PLRASE YoUR MasseTy,

A wong, having for jte objects, to Iay the so-
lid foundation of literary knowledge amongst the
Labouring Classes of the community ; to give prac-
tical effect to the oatural genius (dhnd in the Sol-
dier, the Sailor, the Apprentice, and the Plou IHJG{;
and to make that genius.s perennial source of wealth,
strength, and safety o the kingdom ; such a work
naturally seeks the. ummhatim of your majesty,
who, amongat all the Hoyal Personages of the pre-
sent age, is the only one that appears to have justly
estimated the value of The People.

The Nobles and the Hierarchiy have long had the
arrogance to style themselves, the Pillars that sup-
port the throne. But, es {nur Majesty haa now
clearly ascertained, Rovalty in the hour of need,
“I] nt sup t The e le.

uring your Majesty’a lon magnani-
mous, nlgd:ma.]]a.m Htl'l]; ﬂgﬂual mmmﬁtud
and boundlesa power, it musl have inspired you
with great dence 10 perceive the wonderful
intelligence and talent of your millions of friends ;
while your Majesty cannot have failed to cbeerve,
that the hanghty and insolent few who have been
your enemies, have, u all mmion& exhibited
an sbsence of knuw]ngg‘:. a poverly of genlus, a
feebleness of intellect, which nothing but a constant
amsociation with melevolence and perfidy could pre-
vent from being escribed to dotage or iib:]f.
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That to Her, w eal examp hmmwal]ul-
culated to insp J.rnus thnlnvaufulafulknnw
andtuat:mulabeunm erseverance in its pur-

suit; that, to Her, the records of whose magnani-
mit;.r and courage will make mean spite and cow-
ardice hide their headr to the end of time; that,
to Her, who, while in foreign lenda, did honour o
Britain’s T.hmne.‘ and to Britaln herselll by camnn[
the Debtor's prison, send by sciing the plm:
Christian free ; that, to Her, who has so long had
to endure all the nu.d“m.ngs that malice could invent
i.ml tyranny execute ; that, to Her, God may grant,
to know no more of aumw, hut long to live in
prosperity, and glory, surrounded and sup-
Ea b;ru grateful and sdmiring People, is the
umble prayer gf

Your Majesty’s
Mowt dutifisl
And most devoted Servant,
WM, COBBETT.

London, Nov. 25th, 1820,
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MR. JAMES PAUL COBBETT.

LETTER L
INTRODUCTION.

Nerth Hempsigad, Long Iafand, Dec, 8, 181T.
My Dean Lrrrie Janes, .

Yoo have now arrived al the age of fourteen
without ever baving been bidden, or even ad-
vised, to look into a book ; and atl yon know of read-
ing or ol writing owe to your own unbiassed
taste and choice. But while you have lived unper-
secuted by such importunities, you have had the
very great advantage of being bred up under a roof|
beneath which no cards, no dice, no gaming, no
senseless pastime of an d:ﬂcﬂgt;gn, ever found a
place. In the absence of these, books naturally be-
came your companions during some part of your
time: you have read and have written 50 YOou
saw your elders read and twrite, just as you have
learned to ride and hont and shonot, to dig the beds
in the garden, to trim the fiowers, and to prune the
trees. The healthfl exercise, and the plessures,
ummixed with fear, which von have derived from
these auurcﬁham given you “a sound mind in a
sound hudg, and this, says an Engii&h writer,
whose works yon will by and by read, * is the great-

eat blessing that God can give (o ran.”
It is true, that this is a grent bleesing ; but,
mere soundness of mind, without any mental ae-
rements, i possesscd by millions; it is an or-
inary possession ; and it gives a man no {air pre-
tensions to merit, beeause he owesd it to acoident,
and not 1o any thing done by hirmself. But know-
ledge, in any art or science, being atways the frit
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of ohservation, study, or practice, gives, in propor-
. tion to its extent snd usefulness, the poasessor a just

claim to respect. 'We do, indeed, often see all the
outward marks of respect bestowed upon
merely because they are rich or Enwarful ; but
these, while they are bestowed wit in, are re-
ceived withont pleasure. They drop from the
tongue or beam from the features, but have no com-
munication with the heart. They are not the volun-
tary offerings of admiration, or of gratitude; buat
are extorted from the hopes, the fears, the anxieties,
of poverty, of meanness, or of guilt. Nor is respect
due to honesty, fidelity, or any such qualities; be-
cause, dishonesty and perfidy are crimes. To enti-
tie ¢ man to respect there must be something of his
own doing, beyond the bounds of his well i_uovm
duties and obligations .

Therefore, being extremely desirous {o see
my dear Jemes, en object of respect, I now ¢
upon you to apply your mind to the acquiring of
that kind of knowledge which iz in ble from
an acquaintance with books: for, though knowl
in every art and seience, s, ff properly li
worlhy of praise in proportion to iis extent :ﬁu.&
fulness, there are some kinds of knowledge which
are justly conaldered sa of a superior order, not
only because the possession of them is a proof of
more than ordinary industry and talent, but becanse
the application of them has naturally a more pow-
erful influence in the affairs and on the copdition of
our {riendas, acquaintances neighbours, and country.
Braxe, the Titchfield (hatcher, who broke his leg
Into splinters in falling from a wheat-rick, was, on ac-
count of the mowledge which he possessed
that of labuurers in general, an object nfral'ﬁm;hm,
in its degree, and in the feelings from which it arose,
how different was that respect from the respect duwe
to our excellent neighbour Mr. BroworLi, who re-
stored the leg to perfect use, after six garrison and
army surgeons had declared that it was impossible
te preserve it, and that, iff the leg were not cut off,




