THE HUMAN WILL: A
SERIES OF
POSTHUMOUS ESSAYS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649024292

The Human Will: A Series of Posthumous Essays by James Pollard Espy

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JAMES POLLARD ESPY

THE HUMAN WILL: A
SERIES OF
POSTHUMOUS ESSAYS

ﬁTrieste






THE HUMAN WILL:

A SERIES OF POSTHUMOUS ESSAYS ON MORAL ACCOUNTABILITY,
THE LEGITIMATE OBJECT OF PUNISHMENT, AND

THE POWER2 OF THE WILL

BY THE LATE

JAMES POLLARD EEPY,

Author of *The Phileophy of Siorms,” Momber of the American Philesophieal Scelety,
amnl Correspouding Hember of the Nallous] Tustitnle st Washiogion.

+CINCINNATI:
PUBLISHED AT THE OFFICE OF THE DIAL,
¥0. 70 WEST THIRD STREET.

1860.



MEMOIR.

Jawra Bsry waa born on the nioth day of Muay, 1786, in Washingtlen coonly,
. Pennaylvania., He waa the yoongest of fen chililren, and the seventh son, hay-
ing heen born when his mother was nearly Gfty years of age, His parenis
removed to the State of Hentneky, when he wasin his fourth year, and settled at
Lexington. He war born pn inguirer. During this journey with hiz parents
weatwand, the boat was shoved wodidenly frow the Brownaville wharf, and little
James ne sudieniy fvered. During the rest of the trlp down the Okio, no nevel-
ties could distract his mind frem m perlinacigus resolubion to God out the prie-
eiple by which be bud fallen ; nod when pome ohe told bim thot bis eentee of graviey
bud Teen lost, hin wind starfed ol obee oo & voyage of iovestigation, which
oaenged ounly with his life. In his eaviiest sobool-days, B severs storm blew n
largo tree down on the top of the school-house, breaking the timbers and roof;
into the brain of oar boy-philosepher, ag its preper eracibic, tho etorm fell, sod
thoro remained until e had wreeted ite secrei. His thiret for knowledge waas
froms his chilidbood insstiable ; and his means being limited, ko begon whilst yet
in his tocne teaching, daring a portion of cach yoar, to pay for the instuelion
reecived in the Tronsylvmnin Tpiversity of Loxicgton, whers ho was gradunbed
2t the ugn of twenty-one.  During the year follywing he was invite:l fo Camber-
lund, Muryland, to take charge of a elaasienl academy of Uhut city, which lad
beon newly coedewed by the Legislature. His zeal for instroetiog the young was
eneli that he soom made it & well-known institntion, to which atudents same from
evary purt of the sountry. Having saved something by this, be went to Bedferd,
and purimod the study of the Law,

At the age of tweniF-seven be wes married to Mircazer PoLiagn, of Comber-
Tand, whose maiden-pame ho assumod, snd wad ever after Enown sz Jauss Poc-
taup Esry, Ila took hiz bride, who was then only sixteen, to Xenia, Ohio, s
where o resided for four years in the prastice of the lnw. But it beesme mani-
fout to Lim that this profession did not sceord with the literary and selentifle
tendencies of bis mind ; sc he was quite ready to acoept a oall to the clussieal de-
purtment of the Fraoklin Institate of Philsdelphia. Thither be went in the yeor
1817, aml that city beenme his home for twenty yeary.

His posltion bers was excellontly sdaptod to his intellectual wanta, Ile was
a man of seiense by nature; and here be found nocontre where the facts upon
which he wished W cxpedioent could be ensily oblainod and classified. His
mind had for sonte time beew attracted to his specialty | aod the world becams
suddenly aware bow {ar be had gowe toward chauging metcorology from o specn-
Istion, hat little mora respectalde than nlshemy, into & pozitive scienee, by his
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invention of the NEPEELOSCOPE, & vary slmple and accurate Instrament by whish
the expansion of abr attributable to latent calorie san be perfeetly mensured. At
this time he pablished several pamphlets, reviewing and rejecting the thenries of
wtorme and earrents which prevailed: these attraated notice beesmse of their
alesr style and greal powsr of anelysis, and the savants of Now England ami
Philadeiphia begnn o look to Fraoklin Institate for rome thevry which sbould
take the plase of those which had been o romonselessly disposed of, By thi
time, also, Prof. Bsry kad formed his cwn theory, and brought it prastically te
the test of many storme, Being eonvineed of its troth, be annpusesd it is &
seriow of lestures o P"hilndnlph;n_ Theda lestores wera soon aalled for In othar
eontred of aolence ; and at lengih it became bessssacy for him ty ebaoden Freok-
lin Institute, and devote himself to sclentifie parsuliz aloze.

We have oot apace here for an analysis of the Professor’s Theory of Biorms, '
which has now beecme the prevailing one. Tta theme is gquite simple: He sup-
peaes thet when the air cear the marface of the earth becomes more hested or
maore highly charged with aquesur vaper, which is only five-eighths of the specifio
gravity of ntmoepheric air, ite equilibrinm is apstable, nod up-moving columns
or streams will be formed.  As these columns rise, their upper parts will coma
wader less prossure, and the wir will, thecefore, expand ; s it exphnds it will
grow culder, aboot one degree and & quarter for avery hundred yardas of it
sarent, a2 he demonstrated by azperimenis in the Nephelossope. The assandlng
eolumns will carry ap with them the equeoos vaper which they contaln, and, if
they rise high ancugh, the sold prodnced by expansion from diminished proswure
will sondense some of this vapor inte elowd ; for il 4 kaewn thed clogd s formed
in tho rocoiver of am alr-pump when the air is suddenly withdrawn., The dis-
tance to which the air will have to assend bafore it will heestge sold envsgh to
bogin to form cleud, is a variable quantity, depending on the nuober of degreos
which the dew-joint @ beiow tho temperatare of the air; and thls helght may
be known ot sry time, hy ohsorving how many degree: a thin metnilie tambior
of weter must ba oooled down below the temperature of the air befurs the vaper
will opnidense vo the sutside,

Prol Eary's t of tha gemeration of winds st the tjme of a atorm,
was equuily aimple: the air mehes from all slded to the centre of the azsonding

il and in conjenction with thie, the air ia depressed around the eolumnne,
and brings down the motion which i= known to be grenler an air is above the
carth’s sarfece. Mis theories of the anoniation of clomis, the Interior passige
for winds throagh the cone-ventrs of tarnudecs, aro beautiful, sod agree wilh
the fucls in the case. But we cen not dwell open them. Mo ono fnterested in
the pubjoct will be without hix great work, The Philnphy of Storms, published
by Little & Brown, Boston, during the year 1841, Before its publiestion in this
form, the now theory bad eansed a seosstion in the principal ciliss of England
and France, and Professor EgPy was invited to visit Europe, and compnre his
romlts with those which bad been reached by Redfeld, Forbes, Pouillot, Fournot
nnd others.

o accordingly visited Burppe, and in Septembor, 1840, the British Amsoain-
tion appointed a day to entertwin the Professor’s statoment, which was mads in
the presenee of Prof, Forbes, Mr, Rodfeld, Bie JToha Hemchel, Sir David Brows-
tar, and other eminent nstorliste. The discassion which followed was onc of
the moat interesting ever reported in the Journals of the Association. TIn the
Academy of SBclences, at Paris, the Interest was equally great, asd s committes,
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oonsinting of Arage and Pouillet, was appointsd to repert npon Eare's obeerva-
tioms and theory, They were satisfied of the luiport of the theory st onee,
and so eported. It was in the debate whick teok place In the Acwismy st this
time, that Arago said, © Fraoce has its Covler, England itz Newlon, Amerios its
Eerr.” On his return from this satisfectory visit, Professor Eapy was appointed
earrespondiog her of the Smithsonian Fpstitata. From thet tie until his
death he veslded im Washington, beloved &nd hencred by mil who kpew him.
Hia more recent dlseovaries will be given to the world, donbtless, by thass who
heve oharge of them ; one of them, relating to electricity, is quite interesting and
important. We now tarn to auother side of his life, aed one of paramount ln-
tarsst.

Mr. Earv's parenis were devout mnmbers of the Presbyterian 'C."Cllu.lbh, and as
thut Church had oot in these duys adeptsd the compliant system pow in voges,
which apires to carry the Weskmineter Confesaion on one shoulder, nnd the splrit
and seisnee of the age on the other, he veseived a gquite strict wnid religious traln-
ing. Thed Bible was bix daily stedy, and ha learncd the New Testament by
rote. DBut weo have seen that he wae & realist st hirth. Owe day, baviog read
in the Testsmeat the words * whatsoever yo shull sek in my yame that ye
shall receive,” he wenl wvul into the garden alone, snd, extendisg his band up-
ward, wnid, 0 Qod, give me a dallar!” His sarprise snd peln that the doller
did mot drop inte his hand from the vlonds was greet. Then Doubt quietly en-
tevad, ook her seat, and henseforth every toxt must meoda pasa under her hand,
‘aed bear her guestionings. Ekeptie mesn, by etymology, *ono who eonsiders
& thing: * coneequenily skeptios are rarely orthbodex. Professor Bary, when he
had pessed ikrough the waves of doubt, found himself on the srong shyres where
Paith marries Haason ; aod their progeny of high thoughts and holy wspirslinag
srmae within him, His mind at first, and entirely by it2 own operations, armived
at & complete faith in the existence mmd bonevolence of God: then adisu, O
parental Church, with thy dvctrine of the wugry God and the endleg tonsental
But be did not peuse with (ke speculative Epicurists, who oure to follow an ddes
only #o far s it makes things eay, pod laya the fear-phautams ; be went farther
than to reject the idea that endless torment awalted any iramortal ohild of God ;
be devoloped the modt peefeot syatem of Optimiam whish has yet been announsed.
Toens s §0 gviL: dop 12 soop ; Gop 15 OVER 4LL: ALL I8 FoR TER BEsT, This
#ray hin themw, and he was wont with those whe koew him to dwell on it with &
eoavinedng power and sloguenco which caxily srose tu majesty. Thie storm-
king, as be was called, had not gone forth to discover the pathways of the light-
ning and survey the invielabls cheanels of wind asd storm, and retomed to be-
Tieva that ibe Chavs, driven from tho external werld forever, pravailed yot in the
stormp nnd winds of the inwepl and homaen world. He saw that the passions,
thi impulses, the motives, Lad their law, awd that there woa wo obance-work bat
to empyrioy, no Chuon bt to the ignoracit, These views gradoally wrote thom-
selvea through hls experience and life, and have bequeatbhed us the fallowing
work. I it his distinetign, beyend the produciion of a clear, simple and lngioat
essny o0 & much confused subjest, is, that ho showa that eo far from Necossity
annibilating responeibility, aa in alleged, Neosssity aloms makes responsibility
poasihle.

On the 17th day of Janmary last, Professor Exey wan stricken with paralysis:
he was nearly seventy-four years of age, and it was searcely axpected by his friands,
that even m constitution w¢ vigorous as his, a constitution which had mever bosn
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wronged Ly-s bad heblt of any kind, could vanguish the violent fos. When he
was in pain, and could scareely ‘speak, he was heard to whisper, * T have ired to
il to move thet limb, and can not.” No paralytie stroke coold strike to the
geat of thought and eonvigtiom ! Never in euch a covdition have we kuown &
mind to remain so sctive and go heslthy in its tome to the last.  As we looked
wpan the snuwy locks of the pureold man, we folt how truly the auncleni poet
- degeribed such aa “ the white blogseme of cterns! fruit.”" He died January 24th.

The charsater of Profesase Esry waz as pore snd clevated as any which it has
basn our happiness to meet. Hisword, with those who met him, was truth itself;
his innocenes was ke that of & child; he lived and died without ever being wil-
ling to suzpect those whom others snw to be jealous of his position and infuence.
Hiz benevolense was not only largs snd troo, bag it wos equaled by his effsotion-
atcness and tenderness toward those who wore sppaintad ia the osder of God to
minister and be minlatered to in the eirclo of his Jife.

© When the lwmortel old man waz drawlog pear te hiz cnd, the writer of this
memeir etood by him, amongat other frisnde, apxious for o lnst word, The old
- man oonld mot spesk a word, but presently moved his fingers nx if he womld
write. Pencil and paper having been brought, he wrote syme words in ahmest
" Mlegible scratches, It took us some hours to decipher them, but st Inst, Lethor
added to letter, & Fablime sentemos shone with clsar ray wpon =e; itran: %1
have found in bumer nature & principls supericr to consclemcs. Conmzclence ean
bo tangzht that it is right to burn heratics : Instinet can not be taught not fo feel
“pain st the sight of suffering.”
" Thom: it is, { reader | & voice from the mysterions beundary-line botween the
-<darkmers of carth and the light of the superior world.  We who received it, bear
witiesm that by Lhat prineiplo = living sad besafiful soul climbed to bloom and
eluater in the Hght of O,

Tha wHl -whish hn loft docs wo perfietly ropest the practicsl aim and spirit of
his whole Life, that we reeord ihmi]gpmgrnph here &

“In the beginning of this, my last will mpd testament, [ wish to express my
smost prefound reversuse for the Bupreme Raler of the Universs, and my an-
wavering belief that everything whish I have caporisnced during my whole life
{na well the painful a8 the plassant) has been =0 arranged by His nfinile goodness
kod wisdsn, ns o rosult in good o me, by oducsiing me to & highar state of
knowlndge, and to a e int love of good y and eo to prepare me for sn
aternity of happiness after death. Tf it iy better for me to exist happy after
death, T ahall o exist, a3 oartainly as theee s n God of infinite goodoess, wiadem
snd power; and if it ia better for me to aulfer some pain hercaficr for the sake
of further improvement, I doubt mot that am infinitely wise wnd good Yather

+ has mrrsnged that Iebell eo suffer,

“ licavenly Father, with unwavering confidence in Thy love, I commit mywelf

rod the whole homsn family, Thy chiliren, to Thy boly keeping.”




MORAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

.

Boiexos has demonstrated that this earth was onee flmid, from
hbeat, to the surface ; it follows that man has not existed on this
earth” from cternity, snd it is manifest that the firat man had not s
man for his father, nor the fivat woman a woman for her mother ;
snd as there is no known cause now in cxistence to produce man,
bat that of ordingry gemeration, and it is plainly impossible for
him to have eriginsted from any fortnitons coneourse of stoms,
we are coustrained to believe that the first man and first woman
were contrived and brovght into existence by a boing of superior
wisdom, power and goodness. And as this reme reason applies to
all the spimale and vegetsbles on the face of the carth, we may
safely infer that the power, wisdom snd goodness of this being
are indefinitely great. 'This inference is greatly confirmed, when
wo digeover innnmerable contrivamces, beth in the moral and
physical world, all tending to the well-being of man.

Now all these contrivances imply a contriver, and unless this
gontriver was himscelf contrived, he must have been cternal. For
it is certain, that the first cunsa or contriver always existed, for
if there was ever a time when nothing existed, nothing could ever

have been brovght into existence —ex nikilo nikid £ This first
eelf-exiatent and eternsl cause or conlriver iy called Guod, whether
the immediate contriver of the universe was the self-existent eter-
nal firet conse or mot. Dut as nothing is gained by supposing
thal the contriver of the universe, and the former of men, was
limeself or itself contrived, it is unphilosophical to make the sup-
position, B

When we examine the nsture of man, we discover that he is so
constituted or contrived, that the fundamental luw of his nature is
to be fond of plearures and averse o pain. Indesd, sy 8 sensitive
being, it would seem he could not be formed otherwise. We find,
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also, that he is so contrived as to he able to discover by degress
more and more the canses which produce pleasure, and the canses
which produce pain, The sum of human happiness is mach in-
ereased by the contrivance God has made, that oné of the primei-
pal sources of man's enjoyment is deing good io others, or en-
deavoring to inorease their happiness. We find, also, that doing
evil to others, or even designing to do evil, is slways attended
with pain, and no doubt more suffering is felt by the avil-doer
than by the one to whom the evil is done.

(GGod bes so formed the heman racs, that one man's trne interest
or well-being never clashes with another’s; or, in other words,
one man is never under the necessity of diminishing the well-
being of another, to promote his own happiness.

If man wos 8o constituted that ke could premote his own hap-
piness by diminishing that of oihere, the very constitvtion of man
would then be a specics of bribery in Ged, offering happiness a8 &
reward for doing evil to others. If God is perfoctly wise and per-
fectly good, he has ot so comstiluted man, Indeed, if we allow
that the great First Cause 1s without intelligence and incapable of
design, snd that man was formed by a forinifons concourse of
atoms, which is infinitely improbable, still by examining his con-
stitution as it is we will be obliged to acknowledge that doing
good to others is & source of plessure, and doing evil to others is
a source of pain. H maf is never under the necessity of doing
evil to others, or of diminiching their hoppiness to increase bie
own, & fortiori, God is never under the nocessity of diminishing
the happiness of one man for the good of another.

Pain of every kind which does not result in the wltimate good
or well-being of the individual suffering it, is an ovil to him, and,
of course, it can not promote the well-being of others ; and if in-
flicted by others, it will diminish their happiness, probally, more
than it does that of the individeal on whom it is inflicted. Al
punishment, therefore, onght to be inflicted with the intention of
benefiting the individual punished ; for if it results in diminighing
the well-being of the individual pynished, #t certainly will dimin-
igh the well-being of those who inflicted it—more especially if
the punishment is inflicted without regard to the well-being of the
sufferer.

Punishment, therefore, to be just and useful (and it can not be
just without being useful), should be prospective, and not retro-



