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TOHE TWO RECORDSE:

THE

MOSATC AND THUE GEOLOGICAL.

Ir is now exaclly lifty years since a elergy-
man of 1he Heorrish Clurel, engaged in leetnr
ing at 8L Aadrews, took oveasion, 1N Eumer-
uling the various curths of the chewisy, to allude
i the seienee, then in ivs infancy, thil gpecially
denals wiih the rocks and soils which these carths
compoze. ¢ There Is o projudice,” e semarked,
sapninst [he gpeculations of the geologist which
1 am anwioms to remove. It hias been said that
they nuortuee infidel propensities. Il Las been
alleged thal geology, by referdng the origin of
the globe 1o a bigher antiquily than is assigned
to it by the wiilings of Moses, andermines our
faith in the inspiration of the Bible, and in all
the animaling prozpects of the immaortality which
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it unfolds.  This is a false alurm,  The writings
of Moses do wot fl the antiguity of the globe.”
The hold lecturer on this oc mzion, — for it
needed no emall eowage in o divine of any
established chureh to take np, at the heginning
of the present ceninry, a posittion so determined
on the geologic side, —was ar the time an
obzenre Young man, charaeterized, in the emall
cirele in which he moved, by the ardor of his
tetnperament and the breadih and originality of
his wviews; but not ver distingoished in the
seience or literature of Lis conntry, and of com-
pavatively fittle weight in the. thealagical Geld.
e was marked, too, by what his soberer ac-
qunintiunce dermed ecesntricitics of thowoht and
cotiduct.  When the opposile view was all but
univerzal, he held and taughi. that Free Trude
would he not only a general benefii Lo the people
of this country, bur wonld Iuflicd permancnt
ijury on nooone clizs or portion of themw : and,
farther, at a fime when the strects and lanes of
all the great cilies of the cmpire were lighted
with oil bornt In dwinps, he held (hal the Hime
was not distant when a carburetied hydrogen gas
would Be sabstitated instead ; and, on relling
his suug parsonnge-house repaired, he actnally
introduced into the walls a evsiem of tnbes and
pipes for the passage into its varions rooms of
the gaseous fluid yet 1o be emploved as the
lluminating agent.  Time and Experience have
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sinee impressed thelr stamp on these supposed
eccenfricities, and shown them 1o be the saga-

ek zaw Tarther and
more clearly than his confermporaries; and Fame
has sinee blown his name very widely as one of

cioms forecastings of a man w

the most comprehensive and onlightened, and,
withul, one of the most thoroughly earnesl aod
sincere of maodern theologians,  The bold lece-
turer of Bt Andrews was Dy, Thomag Chalmers
—a divine whoze writings are now known
wherever the Fnglish langinge iz spokei, and
whose wonderfnd cloguenes lives in memory az
a vanished power, which even his extreordinary
writings fail adeguately 1o represent. And in
the position which be tnok up ot thiz early
peried with peepect W ogeology and the Bivine
Record, we have wet anpother instance of the
great eagacity of the man, and of hia ability of
correcily estimating the prevalling weight of the
evidence with whicl, thongh but partialiy col-
lected at the time, the gendogisc was preparing
to estublizh the leading proposilions of Lis scienee,
Fiven in this Laie age, when the sefentific stand-
ing af geology iz all hnt nniversally recognised,
aund the vast periods of time whick it derands
folly conceded, neither geologist nor theologian
could, in any new zcheme of reconciliation,
shape his first proposition more skilfully {han it
was shaped by Chalmers a fall half eentary ago.
It has formed, since that time, the preliminary
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propogition of those ornaments of at once scicnee
and the Hnglish Chureh, your present venerable
Archbishop ol Canterbury, Dr. Bivd Sumner, —
with Doetors Buckland, Conybeare, and Profes-
gor Hediwick, — of eminent evangelistie Ihs-
senters, too, =—such wg the late Dro Pye Smith,
Dy, John Hardz, Dr. Robert Vauglan, T James
TTarnilton, and the Rev, Mr. Binney — enlight-
ened and distingnished wen, who all alilke came
cady to the eonelnsfon, with the leciurer of St
Andrews, that ©the wryitings of Mozes do not
fix the antigquily of e globe”

In 1204, ten wears alter dhe dae of the S
Andeews' fectureg, Do Chalmers produesd his
mowe elaborste scherne of reconciliation hetween
the Divine and the (Geologic Teconds inoa = Te-
view of Cuvier's Theory of the Farth ;™ and
that scheme, perfeelly adeguate to hing the
Bosaie marsative into hiwroooy with whab was
known al the llme of genlngie history, has been
very extensively received and adopred. 1t may,
indeed, still be rooawded ws the most popular of
the varioms existing scheines. It teaches, and
eaches truly, that beiween the first act of crea-
tion, which evoked oub of the previons nothing
the matfer of the henvens and eovih, and the first
act of Lhe first day’s work recorded in Geoesis,
perieds of vasl duration may have Intervened ;
but, further, it insists that the dayz themselves
were but natural days of twenty-foar hours cach ;
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and that, ere they began, the canth, though, may-
hap, in the previous period, o fair residesece of
life, had become void and formless, and the sun,
mooun, aid etars, though, wayhap, they had
hefore given light, had been, at least in relation
to onr planet, temporarily extinguished.  Tn short,
while ii ieaches that the snccessive ereations of
the geologist may all have found ample room in
the perdod preceding that ereation to which man
belongs, il teaches also that the record in Gene-
ziz bears reference to but the caisling creation,
and that there lay belween itoand (e precs ding
ones o chaotie peviod of death and darkness,
The seheme propounded by the fate traly admi-
ralle I, Py Smith, nnd sinee adopted by seve-
ral wrilers, differs froon thae of Clulmers in hut
one citenmatanes, theogl ae boportant one, Dhe.
Smith held, weeh the preat novthem divine, that
the Mosaie days were natoral davs; that they
were preceded by a chiaotie period ; and that the
work dene in them related to but Ahal last of the
erewlions two which the human species belongs,
Further, hiowrever, he held, in addition, that the
chaos of darknesd and conlusion out of which (hat
creation was culled was of bnt limited extent,
and that onlzide itz area, and during the pericd
of its existence, many of owr present lands and
seas may have enjoyed the light of the sun, and
been tenpnted by animals, and oceupied by
plants, the descendants of which still conlinue



