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IB3UE OF AN IMPROVED ANT EXTENDED BERIES OF

CHAMBERS’S
INFORMATION FOR THE PEOPLE.

IN AN OCTAVO FORM,
UNIFORM WITH THE * PEOPLE'S EDITIONS'

Tz “InvornaTioN Por THE Prorie,” publivhed in 18334, congisted of fifty shocts in large quartn,
each (with & fow exceptions) containing & swmerery of a partioular branch of humun knowledge.
Thae large sale which this work continued to expericnce s a voluma, suggested to the Editors
the propriety of throwing it inte the more cenvenient form of royal octave, and at the sane time
extending and improving its contents. .

‘They hiave therefore Teapectfully to announce, that the jisus of AW EXTENDED AND IMPROVED
EDITION OF THE * InvorNATION FoR THE ProrLe"” was commenced on the first Saturday of Jannary
1841, and will continue, at the rate of a shoct every Baturday, till the work is completed. 1t will con-
sist of 100 sheets, or deulde the former number, and treat mose than double the former number of
subjects. The exi articles will be in many instances re-written, and in all so mueh improved,
that the work, conasi at the same time its being so much extended, may, without much
impropricty, be described ws one altogether mew, The New Series will alao have the advantage of in
arrangement of suliects in some degree accordant with thelr natural order, and it will be mwre
extensively illastrated by Wood m Gur‘rpleﬁud in twao yolumes, contiining 1600 double-
columned pages, at the price of tllings auwd sizpence (or 138 4d., done up with titles and
tables of contents), it will be 4 COMPREEEKAIVE FOOR MaN'S CNCLOPEDLL, AND PERHAPS THE MOBT
BTEIEING EXAMFLE YET GIVEN OF THE POWERS OF THE FRERE IN DIFFUSING USEFUL ENOWLEDOE.
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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

Tue present work was firsb printed and imsved in Paris in 1885, with the title, * Sae L'Homme, ot le
Diveloppement de ses Facultés, par M, A, Quetelet, Secrétaire FPerpetuel de I'Académie Royale de
Bruxelles,” &c. &e. (2 volumes 8v0.) Previous to its appearance, the author had attained a high reputa-
tion smong men of selence, belng distinguished peculiaziy by the cauti and comprebens
character of all his researches, and by his akill and acomen in applying the important science of numbers
to every subject which he investigated. The treatise “ Bur L'Homme"” breught him a large accession of
well-merited fume. It waas the first attempt made to apply the art of caleulation to the social movements
of the human being, and to examine by it his moral anatomy, with the view of detecting the real sonrces
and amount of the evils uoder which he Iabouen, and, ulteriorly, of remedying them when known. Of the
natare of the remarkable truthe developed by M. Quetelst, it would not be proper hers o speak ; nor 1s it
necessary, as the work itself will sufficiently indicate and explaln them, Suffice it to state, that the impres-
slon made by the treatise over the whole of continental Eunrope, through eriticisme, republieations, and
translations, has been wery great Fully convinced of its value, Messrs Chambers gludly embraced &
proposal which wis made to them to publish an English translation, and to present it in such & form and
at such » price a8 might be mosb calonlsted to promote ite diffusion throughoot sll sections of the
community.

On Jearning that a Pritish edition was in progress, M. Quetelet came forward in the most handsome
manner, snd proffered & new preface, which accordingly is presented here in o translated form, In this
composition, the object of the author has been, st onee to defend his treatise from objectione browght
aguingt it subsequent®y to the lssue of the original Parislon edition, and also to point oot in what manner
he intended, in his projected continumtions of the werk, to follow up and elucidate the principles already
Jaid down by him. It will probably be admitted by the majority of readers, that be has most ably defended
his views and estimate of the physical, moral, and intelloctiual qualities of man, with their results upon his
position in society. He has refuted the objections brought ngainst his mode of reasoning ; and has cleared
himiaelf of the chiarge of being either & materialist or & fatalist, Heshows, also, that hie isno theorist or syatem-
maker, but simply wishes to arrive af truth by the only lagitimate way, namely, the examination of fucts
—the incontrovertible facts furnished by statistical data, Lastly, he conveys the important information,
that the experience of every additionad year, since the first publication of his treatise, proves, in the most
remarkalle manner, the accurscy both of his statisticel tubles and the inferences founded wpon them,
His section on crime, in particular, however startling it may have appeared to the world, hos been
shown, by fresh statistical information, to merdt eredit in every particular. On these accounts, the pub-
lishers are confident that the prefatory matter with which they bave been favoured by the distingubshed
Belgian philesopher, will be felt by the public greatly to enhance the value of the present edition.

1t seems only necesaary to add, that the present translution hey been effected under the able superin-
tendence of Dr B. Kwox, FREE, Corresponding Meniber of the French Academy of Medicine, nod
Leoturer on Anatomy in Edinburgh | and that the worlk, In ite passage through the press, has been indebted
to the editorial care of Mr Twonas BmmerT, who has also translated the manuscript preface of M. Que-
telet, Considering its native value, and these ired advant; the publishers present it with the
confldent hope that it will form a valnable addition to the philossphical litarature of their country.

Evmvevza, November 5, 1843,
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