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Hls biemrt was 30 grest as the world, but there was o0 room in it oo
beold the memary of & wrong, — Emeroaw,

We reat io pasce where (bese wed eyes
Sawr perily ale, aod pain ;
Hin was the nation’s merifice,
And ours the priceless gain.
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PREFACE.

All will admit that the story of Abraham Lincoln is one
of the most remarkable in the history of the human race.
His iz a unique character, worthy to be made the subject
of a grand Epic whenever the inspired genins ghall appear
who is worthy to write our national poem.

No critic will more readily concede than the anthor the
failure of these lines to do justice to the martyred Presi-
dent whose life they commemorate. Yet if by their im-
perfections they provoke soms master spirit to zing his
worth, in fitting verse, they will net have been written in
vain.

For whatever of inspirstion there may be in these
pages, the author freely acknowledges his deep indebted-
ness to others, especially Messrs. Herndon and Weik, the
version in whose inimitable Life of Lincoln he has closely
followed, believing that the near friend and partner of
Lincoln must have been among the best qualified to write
the story of his precious life.

SHELTON, Cone., Nov. 7, 1902,
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MY COMPANIOR IN JOY AND SOREOW,
B¥T FOR WHOIE [NSPIRATION THESE LINES WOULD NEVER
HAVE BEEN WRITTEN

B Wwbicaty Lhiy Aicthr Potome,






