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RT. REV. DAVID %W. BACON, DD,

Bisitgr or POWtLAXD O VINELAND,

My Lonp:—In dedieating and humbly submitting this
zinall volume to vour lordship, I ber leave to state that
I have not been actuated by its merit, it being nothing
more than a collection of a few lLislorical facts compiled
with eare, and presented in these pawges; but I lave
Leen determined by motives too powerful for me to
ook eleewhere than iu yonr person for a protector of
this work.  Amongst the many reasons, two are the
principal 3 First. That part of Aeadia, which is come-
prehended in the State of Maine, belongs to the diocese
of Portland, of which yon are the first Dishop, whom
Divine Providence announced sgeventy years ago, when
the good Bishop Jolm Carroll from Baltimore pro-
inized to the Etchemins, now a portion of your flock, a
pastor to remain with them.  And, indeed, since your ne-
cossion to the See of Portland, the diocese has received
new life, not only in the erection of many churches, con-
vents, Catholie schools and asylums, and in earrying the
Light of the Gospol to the tlsmidistant wilderness of Maine
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and New Iampshire, which you lave provided with
pastors, but also in the reformation of the morals of
Catholics, who are grown in piely and fervor, as the
practice of the Suacraments, the pious Assoviations, ol
other works of devotion tesitly.

The other reason is, that those Aborigines of Acadia
entrusted to your spivitnal eharvoe are the fivst Catholies,
and the harbingers of Christiunity in the United States.
For before Lovd Baltimore i the Avk and Dove enter-
ed Chesapenke Bay and planted the Catholie religion
on the shorves of the Potomae in 3laryland, the mission
at St Saviour had been established in vour diocese by
Father Peter Bianl at donnt Brecert, where a Catholie
chapel was erceted, mnd the Cutholie religion aequired
the right of first occupation in the State of Maine, a
right which was sealed with the blood of Brother Du
Thet. TFrom the Indian villages of Mount Desert the
Stehermins saluted the Catholic mizsionaries, and asked
to be reginerated in the salulary waters of baptism,
seven years before Bamoset from the rock of Plyvinouth
weleomed the Pilgrims of'the Mayower, Betore George
Popham stepped on an i=land of ihe Kennebee River,
the shores of that viver and of {le 5t Croix Lad been
dedicated to the Catholie relivion by Father Biard and
other missionavies from Franeo, and by French scttle-
mentg under De AMouts en Boon Tsland,  These ave, my
Lord, some of the motives which have actuated me to
offer you this small volume: ad I flatter myself that
vou will aceept it as a token of respect and attaclment
trom the least woirthy of vour servants,

Evanye VETRoMITE,

Muwiiviwry of the Bifomins,



PREITFACH.

Tie history of Aeadin is strictly connected with the
history of the Cliristian Churelt in New England, and to
preserve its lagments is to give a contribution to the
history of the Catholle Churelt in Americe. The Alo-
rizgines of Acmdin were the fivst native Americans that
received the licht of the Gospel and embraced the Chris-
tin religion, This thet has nuver been dented. The
Etchemins and Mivmaes to this day henr witness of the
permanence of the finit produced by the Tabors of Ua-
tholic missionavies.  The same wonld have been the ease
with the Abnakis, if they had not ha! the misfortnne
of Leing Lrought i contaet with the colonists of Fue-
land, who snececdald innearly extingnizhing that noli'e
and kind nation, but never in extivpating their relizion,

While all almit that the Aboricines of Acadin wers
the first Christinns of New England, yot there wre per-
aoms who endeavor to rob the Cutholie relivion of the
claim which she lins aeqeived of being the fivst religion
ever practised pot only in New Erglaud, but also in the
whole continent of Ameriea. The Puoritons olaim to
be the first who have exercized the Cloistian religion
in MNew BEngland, beeanse they londed in Mascachuasetts
in the year 1620, but the Eptscopalinnes dispate it on ae-
count of George Popham, who abent fiarfeen years
previously Lad landed on un isdamd of the Kennclbee
River in Muaine, where a wective was held, which is



