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PREFACE.

Ix making the present selection from Schiller’s cor-
respondence, I have been chiefly guided by the desire
to bring together those letters which present the most
characteristic view of the development of his genius,
and of the various stages of his literary career. Some
letters have been chosen either on account of their
reference to matters of general interest in Schiller’s days,
or because they present us with a picture of the manners
of his times.

I take it for granted that those readers for whom
the correspondence of an author is of interest, are
already acquainted with the main facts of his biography
and have read at least his best works, so that they
possess a good practical and theoretical knowledge of
the language in which the letters are written. I have
therefore not considered it necessary to give either gram-
matical rules or simple help-notes, but have confined
myself to explaining unusual constructions and idiomatic
peculiarities, and to giving such historical, personal, and
literary explanations, as seemed necessary for the elu-
cidation of the text.



v PREFACE,

The introduction gives a brief sketch of those of
Schiller’s friends to whom the letters are addressed.

I have adopted throughout the reformed orthography,
which has been introduced, by order of the German
Government, into all schools and public offices, and
is being generally adopted by German authors.

P. BUCHHEIM.

Lowpon, Oclober, 1885.
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