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PREFATORY OBSERVATIONS.

This History of the Louisiana Purchase was
written prior to a work on the same subject by Mr.
J. K. Hosmer, The latter being essentially a work
of fiction, but faintly historieal, in no way econflicts
with this relation of fact which has gone forth with
the approval of the Exposition Company at St.
Lonis. The early history of the vast domain trans-
ferred by Franee to the United Stafes in 1803 is
found in the Margry papers, in the other official or
personal accounts of the first explorers and settlers,
and in various eotemporary records and writings.
The American Stafe Papers, the archives of the
Department of State, the acts and utierances of
public men, best make known what took placs at the
time of the actual aequisition of Lounisiana. These
sources of information having been examined,
long lists of references and authorities need not
burden & condensed account of our first peacaful
expansion of territory.

Jawes Q. Howarp.

Washington, August 6, 1902.
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CHAPTER I

THE LOUISIANA REGION PRIOR TO THE

YEAR 1700.

DE HNARVAERZ, DE BO0T0D, JOLIET AND MARQUERTTE,
LA BATLE.

“0 KNOW the history of the Louisiana

I Purchase, we must know the prior his-

tory of the territory purchased. Who dis-

covered and explored this vast domain?
Who setiled and developed it7 Who exercised
sovereignty and established pelitical governments
over it are guestions to be considered and an-
swered.

The first European commissioned to exercise any
legitimate anthority over any part of this terri-
tory was the ill-fortuned Spanish officer, Narvaez.
Panfilo de Narvaez was fourteen when Columbus
discovered the West Indies. He was born where
the great navigator died—at Valladolid. As see-
ond in command to Velasquez, who had conquered
Cuba, he was seni to supersede the indomitable
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