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INVESTIGATION RELATIVE TO THE TREATY
OF PEACE WITH GERMANY. T

MONDAY, JUNE 9, 1910.

UriTEp STATES SENATE,
CovurrTeE oN FoREIGN RELATIONS,
Washington, D. C.
The committee met at 10.30 o'clock a. m. in executive session,
pursuant to the call of the chairman.
Present: Sernn.trrmlngge {chairman), McCumber, Borah, Brandegee

Fall, Enox, i New, Moses, Hitcheock, Willinms,
Swanson, Pomerens ith, and Pittman.

hA_t. the request of chairman SBenator MeCumber assumed the
chair.

The committee had under consideration the following Senate
resolution: ;
[B. Rea. 84, Bixty-sixth Congrees, firat sessiom.]

‘Whereas the Senator from ldaho, Mr. Borah, hes stated in the Benate that ceriain
interests in the city of New York have secured copies of the peace treaty with
Germany while the Americgn people have besn tnible to seciure one; and

Wheress Senalor from meptts, Mr. Lodge, has staied in the Benute that he
known of four such copies of said treaty of peace with Germany now in New York
g%&ew!yphcewhm it is mot allowed to come is the United Ftates Jen-

Wheress the Senator from Tdaho, Mr. Borah, has stated that the interests naw having
mgﬁdw of said treaty are peculiarly interested in the treaty: Now,
i it

Rexolved, That the Committee on vai;n Relatipns ba, and it hereby is, authorized

and directed to investigate the matter with a view to sscertaining the facts, and par-
ticularly to sacertsin and report to the Scnate the names of the pemons, corporations,
or intercata which have secured copies of gaid treaty and from whom they wers secured
and by what methods, and alse to ascertein and re to the Senate in what manner

and to what extent said interests are “particularly” interested in said treaty. For
thees purposse the Committee on Foreign Relations, or any subcommittee thereof,
be, and it is, authorized to send for persoms, books, and pepers, to administer oaths
and to employ a stencgrapher, at & cost nof ex §1 per printed page, to report
wchhurmgﬁmmayhuha&inmnm_wtimiwhh e same, the expenses thereoi
including the cost of travel, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the Benate, and
that the committes, or any suhcommittee thereof, may st during the sessions or
rTecesses of the Senate. : .

Senator McCuMBER (acting chairman). Gentlemen, if vou will al-

low the acting chairman now to make an inquiry as to the desire of
the committee, my understanding is that this morning we are simply
to pass upon the question of whether or not we will have the inves-
tigation outlined in the resolution of Senator Hitchcock, and that,
bsarmgeupon that subject and before passing upon it, we shall hear
from Senator Borah and Senator Lodge. en, after passing upon
that, we will defermine whether or not we will have public hearin
That would seem to me to be the logical order in which we should
consider the matter.

B



6 TREATY OF PEACE WITH GERMANY.

_ Senator Mosps., Why is there any question ahout condueting the
investigation, inasmuci as we are both suthorized and directed by
the resolution of the Senate to conduct it?

Senator McCumaer, The question is as to publicity at this time;
whether we shall have public hearings.

* Senator Hrrencock. Mr. Chairman, in order to get something be-
fore the committee, T move that at this preliminary meating news-
psgzrn men be now admitted.

Senator Wnirrams. I move, as a substitute, that all the hearings
of the committes in this matter be open to the public,

Senator Farr. I second that motion,

(The question was taken and the motion was agreed to.)

Senator McCowner. If we are going to have a public meeting, then
I suppose we should invite the newspaper men to come in as well
&s those to be heard,

Benator Lobee. Yes,

Senator McCumBER. Let them come in,

[];-]lit i;hla point the doors of the committes room were opened to the
public,

Senator Hrrercock. I submit to the committoe & copy of & cable-
gram received from tho President, which expresses his pesition in the
matter, if the commitiee would ke to have me introduce it at this
time.

Senator Lobce. It seems to me you should begin with the resolu-
tion, The resolution refers to Senator Borsh and to mo as the foun-
dation of the investigation. Of course, we ought to begin, and other
matters come in after you have heard us. This is an eXecutive mat-
ter. The document was never in our possesgion, and we ought to
hear, T think, what the executive department has to say.

Senator Farr. Mr. Chairman, I think the dignified course for this
committee to fpursue would be to send at once for the &ml‘em{-]g
State, to notify him that the committee is in session and i
to come here to-duy, so that we may ascertain just the status of this
traaty. We have no knowledge that the President has not author-
ized or even directed the Secretary of State to give out the tresty,
and we have no knowledge that he haa not given out the freaty; and
we have no knowledge w‘qi::ther there are any copies of the freaty in
existence anywhere in the United States that have not been given
out with the consent of the Becretary. Wa should first ascertain
that. 1 think we should ascertain from him what the status is,

Senator BraxpegeE. The Secrctary of State is not here, you
know. There is an Acting Secre of Btate,

SBenator Fart. Well, he is called the Secretary of State in the news-
papers. He is designated as the Acting Secretary of State, 1 move,
therefore, that we notify tha Acting Secretary of State that we are
in session and have the chairman get in communication with him
at once.

Senator Wirtrams. Mr. Chairman, the President of the United
States is at the head of the Diplomatic Service of the United States,
and the Secrotary of State, unlike other Cabinet members, is an
officer at the head of a department. I move, therefore, that the
communication of the President of the Unitod States be read to the
committee. :




TREATY OF PEACE WITH GERMANY, i

Senator Boran. I do not know just what authority a man thatfis
under investigation has to speak. I have no knowledge of the cable-
gram of the ident; but I shall insist on the Secretary of State
coming here, ;

Senator WiLriams. Let that come up later. .

Senator Branpeaee. May I suggest to the Senafor from Missis-
sippi that he let Senator Fall's motion be passed, and not to make
hig motion as a substitute, but let the President's telegram be read |

Senator Wrrzams. I move that the President’'s wire be read
pending this motion of the committee. b

Senator McCumBer. If there be no objection, it will be so ordered
and the tel will be read. g i

Senator HirencooR. The telegram reads as follows:

Juxe 7, 1010.
Touvery,
White House, Washingion:

"1 am heartily glad that you bave demanded an investightion with tofthe

M m of texts of the treaty by unanthorized persone. T have felt t it was
highly mdﬁﬂlgdﬁgﬂlymmm?mmwﬁndmtgh&c:hsﬁﬂ
n “eg‘h‘m ion snd subject to change. | possession official
Engligh text has what he is clearly not entitled to have or to communicate. 1 have
felt in homor bound to act in the same spirit and in the same way as the represontatives
of the other grest powers in this matter, and am confident that my fallow cotmtrymen
will not expect ma to break faith with them, I hope the investigation will be most
thoroughly prosecuted,™

Woonrow WiLsoxn.

s%ennt.or McCryrer. Now, will you renew your motion, Senator
? .

Senator Fari. I renew it. -

Senator McCumner. You have heard the mofion of the Senator
from New Mexico, .

Senator Hrromcock. Mr. Chairman, T would like to inguire of the
Senator what is to be gained by the motion at this time. We are
here not to investigate the State artment. We have been directed
Ilig'et.ha Senate to investigate certain statements made by Senators on

floor of the Senate to the effect that unauthorized copies of &
treaty were in the possession of New York interests while bein
withheld from the Senate. Now, we know that they are withhclg
from the Senate, and we do not nead to inquire of the Secretary of
State to ascertain that fact. What we want to ascertain is simply
whao has possession of the copies of the treaty in New York, and how
did they get possession of them.

Senator Boran, We want to know who it is that is withholding
it from the Senate. That has a very great bearing on who has it in
New York.

Senator Hitcacock. The President says he is withholding it.

Senator BeanpEGEE. I rise to a point of order. W have invited
the néwspaper men to come in here, and they want to get a connected
idea of what is said. Wo ought not to talk all at once. There should
be & connected statement made.

Senator Farn, The President says, as I understand it:

I am beartily glad that heve demanded an investigation with d to the
posecssion of Og'x%u of the try::t)r by unauthorized persons. reBn



