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A TRIP TO ALASKA.

CHAPTER 1.
BAN FRANCISCO TO NANAIMO.

OTWITHSTAKDING all that has been

written about Alnska there seems to be
an amazing lack of general information among
the people of the United States concerning that
country, its inhabitants, climete, resources, and
even ifs extent. People ask, "Is it very cold
in Alaska?” when there is a range of nearly
twenty degrees in latitude, veaching from fifty-
four to seventy-two north and a variation in
temperature of one hundred and fifty degrees,
Fahrenheit, between the hottest summer and
coldest winter weather. The general ides of
Alaskn is based npon crude notions concerning
Sitha, and are not wuch more valuable than
would have been the notions of a wild African
cast away upon Key West four hundred years
ago about the region now known as the United
States. '






SAN FRANUISCO TO NANAIMO, 3

De Fuca, who reported the discovery here of
u great inland passage to Hudson's Bay or some
Mediterranean sea, gave a wonderfully imagi-
native necount of the rich and rare products of
the country and the wealth of the patives, who
were said to be decorated with gold and silver
ornaments in great profusion, thus proving
very conclusively that he knew nothing about
the country, hut had only DLeen mildly en-
dorsing in 1640 what De Foute, another alleged
Spanish navigator, told about as early as 1582,
This bold liar, whose existence, however, was
never fully established, reluted that he had
found a novthwest passage through, in about
latitude fifty, to the Atlantie, along which he
sailed for three hundred leagues, till he met a
ship from Boaton, commanded hy a Captain
Sinde, who gave him not only a suecinet ac-
count of the passage, but sold Lim charts of the
entire coast on both sides for ten thousand
dollare. The charts never appeared in print,
having heen mislaid somewhere on hoard the
purchaser’s ship. [t is more thun strange they
have never been published. There is no doubt
that & book was published purperting to have
heen written by De Fonte, hut the fict that it
was published in English, by an Fidinbureh
house, leads to the suspicton that De Fonte
never existed outside of the print-shop,



