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PREFACE.

As a miser loves his gold, as a tender mother her omly child,
even 80 love | my Muse, and though the wild flowers it has been
my lot to cull lia but ot the duse of the lofty hill of Pannassvs,
yet they ave not legs dear, nay, they are perhaps dearer. Love
ever rogards with s tender care, a more watchful interest, thaf
which elings to it for protection and support. From the stmple
store my Lyre has produced, I eelect a fow to present to my
fritnds : and althongh I fear the sadness of my lay will not find
its way to the hearts of the mang—yset, I trust, even they will
pardon, and in some measure, forger its melancholy in its truth.
Were the gquist and pepsive Dove te echo the loud and joyous
note of the Lark, or the grave Owl to borrow the gay plumage
of the Peacock, much an mssumption would be but s mockery,
and it ill upon them—* Order ir Hegven's first low”—1 trust,
therefore, my little Book will not meet with utter neglect, shonld
it be fortunate emough to guin appeoval in any other respect,
because it breathes a deep and plaintive strain, Flowers, the
wild and uncnltivated, are mot the less sweet that they are

Warwick, Junc, 1846,
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