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Foreword.

In these days, when the so-called supernat-
ural is everywhere becoming natural, when Iaw
and progress are more and more being rec-
ognized as universal, it is not surprising that
there ahould be a growing tendency to diseredit
the supernatursl in religion and to make re-
ligion a natural product of human evolution.
The superhumen origin and authority of the
Bible, the foundation upon which rests the
elaim that Christianity iz & supernatural or
revealed religion, is being discredited. The
reality and desirability of such authority is
being disputed. Even the superbuman origin
and natore of Jesus, the cornerstone of ortho-
dox Christianity, ig being denied.

‘While mueh has been written along thess
lines, little of it has been so concige, readable,
and reverent as to appeal to the average man.
Recognizing thiz dearth of available popular lit-
erature on these important subjects, the author
has endeavored to show in a brief and interest-
ing manner the evidence, or rather the lack of
evidence, as to the superhuman origin and char-
acter of our Bible, our religion, and of the great
teacher, Jesns, As a corollary, some evidence
as to their patural origin and character has
been adduneed.

While it was his purpose to discredit the
eupernatural origin of religions in general and
of Christianity in particular, the author feels
that in doing so he has dooe no injury to the
cause of trpe religion, but has rendered it
service, W.AH






Preface to the Second Edition

The demand for a second edition of this little
book within & yesar is most gratifying, for it
would seem to indicate that, in a messure at
least, it haa fulfilled the for which it
was written, namely, to &m;m in such
& way 88 to appeal to the man of the street that
religion is & natural and pecessary produet of
human evolution and not & supernatural revela-
tion; to show that true religion is ethics, not
theology. If thess pages help to attain thia
end the effort was well worth while, for to do
this is to have a part in the evolution of the
Religion of the Future, which will mould the
people of the future even as religions of the
pest have moulded the people of the paat.

While nothing has here been presented that
iz new to pcholars, for the convenience of those
who may wish to verify the truths herein set
forth or who may wish for farther information
on these great subjects, the following literatnre
is especially recommended.

For general reference see articles Bible,
Canon, Gospels, Jesus, Nativity, Christology,
Creeds, Trinity, Reformation, Inquisition, and
80 on, in standard works of reference, particu-
larly the following: The Encyclopedia Biblica,
4 vol. (The Macmillan Co., New York); A Dic-
tionary of the Bible, 6 vol. (Charles Scribner's
Sons, New York); Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge, 12 vol., The Jewish Encyclopedia,
12 vol. (Funk & Wagnalls, New York); Ten



