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INTRODUCTION,.

Doriva many years occupied in teaching German, both in England
and Americn, we have never found & preparatory course which follows
Nature's teschings, which addresses iteelf to the imagination of the
learner, und furnishes that most primitive faculty of his with views
and descriptions—both in postry snd prose—simply requiring him to
do for them, what the sulphuric acid accomplisbes for the photographic
picture on the silver tablet : fo ereste an indelible impression upon his
mind j+Nature's second gift ever completes the firat,

The authors of many higher grammars have condescended to write
preparatory books for the larger work ; but we are sorry to say, with-
out especial regard to our American wants, thess we have studied dur-
ing the past ten years, and as the result of that study, we trust this
book is calculated to supply & great eduostional deficiency. Conscions
though we are of still romaining imperigefions, we have been driven by
an almost irresistible inwerd foree, to smite the roek, ot Iast, for fresh
and living waters, over the first stepping-stones of the Grerman lan-
guage. And, where should we seek for these gushing eprings, save
in the Songs of the People? in their writings inspired by Nature, and
toned through the scala of their distinctive originality in thought snd
foeling? The life und spirit of a people is imbedded in the idiom of
their language, and there nlone can be revesled to us that new soul wa
wish to nequire, when we resolve to stmdy s foreign tongue.

And now we stand before an ever agitated question, that of the
orthodox mannar of attacking the first instruction in a langnage ; for
the latter can be either analytic or synthetic, practionl or grammatical,
Two camps, defending the opposite extremes, have appeared, and still
exist ; the watchword of the ons: “ Hers Ghibellines]! No Grammar
at nll | Pructical exercises émelusive of everything elsel the theory of
the language latent in them!”™ And of the other: “Here Guelphs!
Theory! Grammar! the practionl part is only the corollary of theory!*
“They are both right,” says a logician, “and therefora they are hoths
wrong.” Kt seems fo ua that the poet's words equally eensmre them,
when he' says :

«BBrr will wad Debendia'd erhennen unh fer  “Who wonld deseribe and study sught

iz ekben, alive, .
Sucht exft ben Beifl feraudoutreiben, Beekn firat the living spirt thence to drive;
Dann fat er Me Theile in feiner Hank, Than are the ifeless frogmentsin hia hand,

Beblt Tetbee ) nur dad geiftige Banh.« There only fails, alual the spirit-band (™
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Where, then, are the means for uniting these contending powers?
for in their contact must the hidden treasure lie! Voices from master
gpirits remind ue in our transient perplexity of an axiom, that every
gimple principle must necesserily be one-aided ; a truth arrayed in op-
position to & contrary truth. And yet they say—* There is a possibility
of life for an elomentery method thof should be, af once, analytic, syn-
thetic, practical and grammatical”

In this littla book which we offar to the American public, we venture
to divine these prophetic words. In doing so, we rely, sbove all, on a
liberal investigation by the teachers of German, May it be considered
worthy of their approvel, and become for the student an encouraging
not leas then a useful companion, advancing him to loftier regions of
study. This Course v not indended for Children, we all know that there
is ot present scarcely a mingle child between eight and twelve years,
pursuing the German language, to the hundred of those who study
French at that age ; buf if it gata friends taat wish ws well, we shall follow
i by the fira elementary teachings, adapled to the youngest mind.—The sto-
dent’s object in attempting o modern langunge, is to become acquainted
with the manifold tissnes in ita fabrie of moral, intellectnal and practical
existence, which he needs to sbsorb for the henefit of his own individual
power and development. From the purely practicsl side of tha ques-
tion, he desires to becoma a weaver, and to use, with liberty of expres-
sion, the different threads compesing the language. That the bare roles
of grammar do not suffice to accomplish this object, we all know ; but
let us bewarn lest tha pupil finish his firet season of German with the
pernicious impression that it is s language too difficult for mastery.
Aned where are the rational grownds for making Frenoh obfigatory in schools
through the States ; whilst Glerman €& buf oplional with fiwo pitiful hours o
week: allotted (o 1F happy enough of the latier s not altogether cacluded
Jrom the programme of etudies! This fact, which is greatly to be regret-
ted, causes a perpetunl contest with adverse drcumstances, and is cer-
tainly disheartening to the lovers of the German language and literature.

As one of the principal evils of the different methodical grammars
in use—if misapplied af the fired outset of afudy—we point out the
gpirit-lilling materinls wherewith the learner is taught his new
eread What onres he for the oxen of the English, the cheeses of the
Duteh, and the candlesticks of the French! Of what interest can
it bo to him that Earl laughs, or Lonisa eries—that Henry has a dog
and Emily a ecat! 'We destroy all possible enthusiasm in the pupil by
having him to beat this empty nir ; each repetition becoming the more
distasteful Jean Paul says : ,Tenn ber &nabe vect fdell in einer fromben
Gprade und gigletdh tm Ednnern wadjen foll, fo Te! er nbdt icder, jondem
el aualinkijdbes Sapitel, bad er einfgemal turdaegangen, audmwendiy; Worte wer=
ten Durdh Wortfilguing gemeelt, und fad befle Wicterbudy {ft ein Picklingstudg.”
{If & boy wonld improve rapidly in » foreign tongue, and gt the sama
time in memorizing, let him learn by heart not words, but a foreizn
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chapter which he has gone over peveral fimes; words are marked by
their conneetion, and the best of vocabulsriee ia a favorite boolk.)

Secondly : 'We notice the unressonable demand that the pupil
ghould et the outset compose in & foreign tongue before he has been
tanght to any “Bah!” ae if we counld learn correct langnage by dint
of blundering! we kmow, on the eontrary, that it is more difficult to
unloarn errors, than to acquire sorrectness in the firet instanca,

And again : The lessons in each of thege grammare we find parceled
ouat. Truly a Proerustean bed, whereon both teacher and pupil are
fatterad ! If the latter Jearn not the whole he cannot write the exercise.
With the recitation, correctivn of the fanlty exerciss, reading and ex-
planation of rules, and the German version of the coming lesson, the
hour has gone, granting neither teacher nor pupil liberty of action.

Also : A number of disconnected words are given in the respective
* lessons, which afterwarde find no immediste nse, and therefore only

* impede the progress by overcharging the memory on the one hand,
and by promoting superficiality on the other, when imperfectly pro-
nounecad, incorrectly commitied, and confusedly remembered. .

We deplore, moreover, a vacuum gxisfing between lessons: To
repeat in immediate suecession is tedious and distasteful to the pupil
Hurrying him into the next, having canght but a spark of the foregoing
one, is literally to engraft chronic dyspepsia upon his memory and in-
tallect.

The worst, however, has not been mentioned : The methodical gram-
mars invariably carry the ten parts of speech in their regular succes-
sion ; debarring those which follow, and creating both in teacher and
dudent an unhealthy hurry and flurry, leat the term expire with nn-
furled enils over Frregular Verbs occompanted by their Profizes; o sure
mepns of finally dismissing the pupil with the pernicions impression
that German is appalling indeed ] Grammar—it has been said—is to
a hnguage what thorough-bass is to Music. And fo acquire the art
of Music we are invarinbly taught the use of an instrument, that the
after-study of the science may prove a fruitfnl one.—A langunge well
epoken is the Music of all Musie! And the pupils mind through
his progressive steps in the foreign tongne must needs grow both physi-
eally and intellectually : the growth of the first is the basis of the sec-
ond. And as n musical instrument is such only in its completeness—
80 is a langugge a langusge only in ite entirety. Bub the suecessive
strings of the instrument, in the grammara extant, have been sealed,
alaa! with the seven seals!—they frown from stromgholds upon the
student of an unfinished first yesr of application, while he strugglea
in vain for a spontaneous expression of thought, and finally despairs
of ever reaching hia “Mount Seivatch,” and of becoming achogen knight
of the “ CGrail.” Butin truth there is'no need for heroism! The Ger-
man languege is no other than Dornroeschen, *the Sleeping Beauty ™
of the olden Baga, and an ordinary mind armed with determination



