THE IMITATION OF CHRIST;
IN THREE BOOKS. WITH AN
INTRODUCTORY ESSAY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649611287

The Imitation of Christ; In Three Books. With an Introductory Essay by Thomas a Kempis &
Thomas Chalmers

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



THOMAS A KEMPIS & THOMAS CHALMERS

THE IMITATION OF CHRIST;
IN THREE BOOKS. WITH AN
INTRODUCTORY ESSAY

ﬁTrieste






THE

IMITATION OF CHRIST.



Tonitatoo Chpicts i

o
. THE
EER 5

- IMITATION OF CHRIST; |

IN THREE BOOKS:

BY THOMAS A KEMPIS.

TRANSLATED FROM THE LATIN,

By JOHN PAYNE.

WITH

AN INTRODUCTORY ESSAY, i ..

BY THOMAS CHALMERS,

FPROFTESSOR OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF
BT. ANDREWS.

NEW YORK:

COLLINS, BROTHER, & Ca.
254 PEarL-8TREET.

——

1844,

LR N



v

IFY- Y O

%ﬁ;“ﬂmaiﬁ

L-g-423d
"CONTENTS, *
- FagE.
Tranalstor's Praface, %
Account of Thowas & Kempis, 48
BOOK FIRST.

PREPARATORY IH'HTRUEL']I'_;%NS FOR THE SPIRITUAL

Chap. 1. 0Ff tha Contempt of Worldly Vanilies, .
2. Homility with uﬁaﬂ ta Inullmu-l Altsinments,

&, Prodence w nqn.-.’lmm jons and Aetions,
B. Reading the Seriptores and u?ﬂrhﬂnly Baoks,
#. Incrdinnta Affections,
¥. ¥ain Hope, and Elstion of Mind,
8. Avoiding the familiar Intercourses of the World,
8. Subjection and Obsdisncas,
n ?Mrﬂ'.&'ﬁﬁ and Zaal fi ul I
11, True i ot
lg. m]hm?ofﬁdmm;, M T
1 sing | amptatiens,
4. Avoiding Rash Judgmeat,
15. Works of 'Bhlti!r_!':ﬁ
16. Boearing tha Iu&rﬂliu of Crhers,
17. A
18, The Exem onh Hely Fatbers,
19, Religious g:mm ],
20. Solitode and Ellmn,
1. Compunction of Heart,
%38. Comideration of Homan Misery,
13. Meditation of Desth, :
. mhnluﬁnmwihhmhlutﬂsm
25. Zeal in the total Reformation of Lifs,

CENERIJIeEaa32E%8RRE2ES



vi " CONTENTS.

BOOK SECOND. &

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE MORE TNTIMATE ENIOYMENT
OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE.
L] é :

ﬂhp. 1. Of Internal Conversstion, 3
2. Huombie Sobmissicn to Reproof end Shame, ]
3. Poacefulpess, a8
4. Bimplicity and Purity, 101
6. Personal attection, i3
B. Joy olu Conacience, 103
V. Love of Jesoa above all, 106
8. Friendship of Jeaus, 106
8. Disconsclate Siats, 108

10 Troo Thankfulpass for the Grace of Ged, 111

11. Small oumber of those that lova the Cross, 11

1% Necessity of Bearing the Cross, 115
BOOK THIRD.

OF DIVINE ILLUMINATION,

th, 1. OF the Blessedness of Tuterns] Conversation with Christ, 1321
4. That Chriat, whe i the Truth, speaketh 10 the seul, with-
out the sound of wonds ; thet his jostroctions ara Lo be

hesrd with humility ; and that mvady regard them pot, 122
X The soul implo Gg tha Infivence of Gracs, is instroctad

to walk bafore God in bumility and trath, 125
4. Power of Divine Love, 188
B. Trial of True Love, 1581
8, That the Boul musl not Despair onder the mfrmities of

natore, snd the sagpestions of cvil spinta, 153

7. Guunulmﬂhn grace of Davotion under the voil of Humi-

8. Thhllﬂll\gl ara to be referred to God, as the oltimate
and ; mnd mluhmrmnfﬁmluih-hl;hnthﬁmr,
and tha moat perfect freedom, 187
9. Thet the Good Desires of the Heart are to be carefully
exumined and Regulnied ; and the Evil subdosd by con-
tigual resistance, 141
10. Of meek Obedience, afier the efample of Jesos Christ ;
and of the awful considerstion of the Divioe Jod
nx tha Motive 1o an Homble Opinion of ﬂamlru,md
our state in Grace, 144




-

CONTENTS. vii

FAGE

11, That eor Deaires muet be sod in terms of abaolote
Resignation to the Divioe Will, 147

12. Thar True Comion is to be (oand only in God, 148

13: That, in cooformity lo the example of Christ, the miss-
rigs »f this fallen life am to be with Pationcs aod
Resignation, . 161

14, Personul Infirmity, aed the missries of the Present Lifs, 164

[15.) That the Soul must sesk her Rapose only in God, 166

15, That God always hegrath the Preyae of the Hombla, 157

16. Thankful Remembrance of the manifold Mereiss of (God, 159

17. Four Steps that Jead to Liberiy and Peace, 181

19, Avoiding a curiows 1 tion into the Condoet of (thers, 168

20. In what troe Peace of Mind, and Spiritosl Perfoction con-
mint, i 164

[30.] That Seli-love ia the chief Obetruetion to the attainment
of the Buprema Good, 1687

21, Thas the perverse Jodgments, and cruel Cenvurss of Men,
ere not to be regarded, . 1689

22. Submission to (od in the hour of Tribulation, and Confi-

dance in relaming Grace, 170

The Creator is to be found in abatraction from the Cres-

Lires, 178
. Belf-denial, and the reponsietion of Animal Desire, 178
. Instability of the Hearl, and of direcimg the intention to

[
bl

alone, 177
The soul which loves God, gnjoys him in ail things, and
ahove all ; and in him findeth Peace, 178
Aguinst the Fear of Man, 181
Perfect Freedom ean ooly ba attained by a total surrendar
of Seif-will, ; 182
SBell-governmant in the Concerns of the Present Life, and
of having Recourss to Uiod in all it Difficalties and Dan-

g 8 B3 R B2

gars, 184
inst Anziety and Impatuosity in ths Concerns of the
arld, 185

. In Man there 1z no ; and that, therefors, be has no-
thing in which ta glary, 128

Contemnpt of ail temporal Honour, and the Rentncistion

of all Homan Comfort, 188

. Vanity of Homan Lﬂminﬁm 180

Disengsgedness from the business of the World, and the
intons of Men, 192

. Cradulity jo the Promises and Professions of Men, 183

Confidence in the righteons Judgment of God, under the
various Accosations of Man, 198

All the Afflictiona of the Presont Btate are to bs patiently
endured for the Hops of Fiernal Lifs, 197

The Desira of Eternal Lile, and of the great Blessedness
thal in promiged 1o those who resolutely sirive (o obkain it, 303

QJWTIH: ignation of & desolate Spirit to the Will of God, 2056
. When wa find ourseives incapable of the higher Exercisen

of Devotion, wa should, with humility, practiss tha low-

& W
B

g8 28

g 9



rial
ar; and Ascount oureslves rather worthy of affliclion

than eomfort,
40. The Grace of God dwells not with thoss that kove the
World, . a
41. Different Characters and Operstions of Natars and Gracs, 312
43 W-mdm]rmﬂlu,uh:plhlﬂnuﬂﬂhhi and

a9
43 &ﬂmummlmhn , ipon being scmetimes be-
44, Aguaw the vain apd presomptoows Tnguiries of Resson

uhﬂubm-lhll a8 sbove thﬂmpuhnmdlh
Nutarsl

e ]
45, wﬂm.mm.whmnwm aT



INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

Wz have sometimes. heqrd the strenuous argumenta-
tion of the author of the following T'reatise in behalf of
holineas uﬂgateﬂ against, on the ground that it did not
recogniee sufficiently the doctrine of justification by faith.
There is, in many instances, an over-sensitive alarm on
this topic, which makes the writer fearful of recommend-
ing virtue, and the private disciple as fearful of embark-
ing on the career of it—a sort ufpjealuus:,r lest the honours
and importance of Christ's righteousness should be in-
veded, by any importance being given 1o the personal
righteousness of the believer: as if the one could not be
maintained as the alone valid plea on which the sinner
could lay claim to an inheritance in heaven, and at the
* same lime the other be urged as his indispensable pre-
paration for ity exercises and its joys.

It is the partiality with which the mind fastens upon
one article of truth, and will scarcely admit the others -
to so much as a hearing—it is the intentness of its almost
exclusive regards on some separate portion of the divine
testimony, and its shrinking avoidance of all the distinct
mnd additional portions—it is, in particular, its fondness
for the orthodoxy of what relates to a sinner's acceptance,
carried 1o such a degree of favouritism, as 1o withdraw
its attention altogether from what relates to a sinner's
sanctification—it 18 this, which, on the pretence of mag-
nifying a moat essential doctrine, has, in fact, diffused a
mist over the whole field of revelation ; and which, like
a mist in nature, not only shrouds the general landsca
from all observation, but also bedimas, while it adds to the
apparent size of the few objects that continue visible.
Tt is the same light which reveals the whole, that will
render.these last more brighﬁly disceruible than before ;



