REPRESENTATIVE
MEN:
SEVEN LECTURES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649692286

Representative Men: Seven Lectures by R. W. Emerson

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



R. W. EMERSON

REPRESENTATIVE
MEN:
SEVEN LECTURES

ﬁTrieste






REPRESENTATIVE MEN.



AL 1323, 454, =
¥

iﬁh..u LR

Gratls

Entered according to Aot of Corgrem, in the year 1848,
HY FHILLIFS, BAMFRON AWD DOMPANY,
In the Cleck's Offics of the Disirict Conrt of Massachusetin



CONTENTS.

L—Tsm or Gy Mew, . . . .
IL —FPuiro; s TEm Panosems,
Praro;: HNew Bawnmas, . .

L — Swemammong ; on, 7ex Mymm, . .

IV.— Mosrames ; on, Tan Bouprms, .

V. —Seixrninn; on vom PoRT, + « =+

¥ — Naroimow; om, m&:ﬂmﬁm

YO, — Gorres; o8, THE WEDTEE, + « = «

« 93

« 140
» 187
« 318

« 357



USES OF GREAT MEN






L

USES OF GREAT MEN.
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It is naturel to believe in great men. If the
compenions of our childhood should turn ont to
be herces, and their condition regal, it would not
surprise us. All mythology opens with demigods,
and the cireumstancs ia high and poetic; that is,
their genius is paramount, In the legends of the
Gautams, the first men ate the earth, and found
it delicionsly sweet.

Nature seems to exist for the excellent. The
world is upheld by the veracity of good men:
they make the earth wholesome, They who
lived with them found lifé glad and nutritious.
Lifa is weet and tolerable only in our belief in such
gociety ; and actually, or ideally, we manags to
live with superiors. We call our children and
our lands by their pames. Their namee are
wrought into the verbs of language, thair works
and effigies are in our houses, and every cir-
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cumstance of the day recalls an anecdote -of
thern.

The search after the great is the dream of
youth, and the most serious occupation of man-
hood. We travel into foreign perts to find his
worka, — if possible, to get a glimpse of him.
But we are put off with fortune instead. You
say, the Eoglish are practical ; the Germans are
hospitable ; in Valencia, the elipate is delicious;
and in the hilla of the Sacramento, there iz gold
for the gathering. Yes, but I do not travel to find
comfortable, rich, and hospitnble people, or clear
sky, or ingots that cost teo much. Butif there were
any magnet that would point to the countries
and houses where are the persons who are in-
trinsically rich and powerful, I would sell all, and
buy it, and put myself on the road to-day.

Ths race goes with us on their credit. The
knowledge, that i the city is 3 man who invented
the milroad, rmises the credit of all the citizens.
Bui enormous populations, if they be beggars,
are disgusting, like moving cheese, like hills of
ants, or of fleas — the more, the worse.

Crur religion is the love and cherishing of thess
patrons. The gods of fable are the shining
moments of great men. We run all our ves-
sels into one mould. Our colossal theologies
of Judaism, Christism, Buddhism, Mahomsetism,



