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PRIEFFACIL.

Jerevy Tavior belongs 1o the select band of
authors who have a life beyond life.  Every eritic
of our great prose writers mentions his name with
honour § every student of our literature knows that
he is the most cloguent and one of the most
crudite of LEnglish divines.  The titles at least
of his principal works are familiar to most readers,
and no doubt there are still mauy devout souls
who feed with delight in the green pastures of his
“ Hely Living " and * Holy Dying.”

'robably this is the utmost popularity that can
now be cliimed for Taylor. The oreatest pocts
use 4 universal language upon which time has no
power ; the car is never closed to their music, the
heart will always respond to their charm.  Poctry
of the highest order cannot grow obsolete, and
time has had no influence on Homer and Dante,
on shakespeare and on Milton., The prose writer,
on the other hand, is at a disadvantage ; and the
few that after the lapse of many years retain their
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full vitality, do so for the most part through per-
fection of style and by thoughts borne on the
wings of imagination—the very qualities that are
most akin to poetry,  Perfection of style cannot be
claimed for Jeremy Taylor, but the magic of style
may be, and he has also an inexhaustible wealth
of language. Of all our prose writers on serious
subjects he has the liveliest fancy and perhaps the
sweetest turns of expression.  OF this 1 am sure,
that the more we dig in his mine the more gold
shall we extract, and the more shall we be con-
scious of the depth as well as fertility of his genius.
The exuberance of his fancy is never an indica-
tion of poverty of thought. The most poctical of
divincs is assuredly also onc of the weightiest. [If
he rambles to pluck flowers by the way, he has
always the cunning art of extracting from them
medicing or fragrance,

Knowing a little of Taylor's great and versatile
powers, [ feel how inadequate any gleanings from
so illustrious an author must be—inadequate, but
not, T trust, illgudged.  Whatever malkes such a
writer better known must be of some service to
his memory, and, which he would have desired far
more, miy prove of benelit to readers unacquainted
with the fifteen volumes whence these  Golden
Sayings " are extracted, This is the editor’s aim,
and will be regarded, it may be hoped, as a justi-
fication of this selection,



INTRODUCTION.

JErEMY Taviow was born at Cambridge in 1613,
The day of his birth is uncertain, but he was
baptised on the 13th of August in that year
His father, Nathaniel Tayvlor, a barber in the
town, was, to quote his son's words, * reasonably
learned,” and boasted his descent from Dr. Rowland
Taylor, the well-known martyr, who died at the
stake in the third year of Oucen Mary, “ with a
courageous and kindly cheerfulness which has
scarcely its parallel even in those days of religious
heroism.”* At the age of thirteen Jeremy entered
Caius College as a sizar, a lhmble position which
enabled many a poor student to gain a university
education. Tweive months before, John Milton,
then in his seventeenth  year, had gone up to
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