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THE GREEK ANTHOLOGY.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUOCTION,

Tan Cellection, or rather the Collections, of smzll
poems known ae the Gresk “ Anthology,” have long
been sn object of great interest to scholars. They
have been much studied and repeatedly edited. The
individual poems, or ssloctions from them, have beem
the best care of the great printer, Henry Stephens.
They were favourite subjects of etudy with Erasmus,
and his friend Bir Thomas More, Tho greater part
| of them were exeellently translated imto Latin verse

by Hugo Grotine, 2 man sometimes overraled and
sometimes unhderrated, but undoubtedly eminent in
various departments of learning—aa & scholar, a jurist,
i and a theologian. The post Gray, s critic of nice
I and fastidicous taste, made them the ohject of particu-
| lar attention, and enriched an interleaved copy of
Btephens's Anthology with mpmuamlm,pnnllelpm—

| A, C vol. xx.




" "ghgpe, mud conjéctural emendations, besides tranafusing
‘geviral of the epigrams into Latin verse. They beguiled
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gome of the weary hours which Johneon felt heavy on
hia hands in his last illness, and they helped to cheer
the melancholy and morbid life which was the lot of
the amiasble Cowper. .

It is true that, amidst the general chorus of appro-
hation which they have excited, a few anserine dis-
cords have occasionally been heard. Chesterfield, in
hia famona Letters, thus peremptorily denonnoes them
to his son: “I hope you will keep eompany with
Horace and Cicero among the - Romans, and Homer
and Xenophon among the Greeks, and that you have
got out of the worst company in the world—the Greek
epigrams. Martial has wit, and is worth locking into
gometimea ; but T recommend the Greek epigrams to
your supreme contempt” DBal whatever we may think
of hizs lordship in respect of knowledge of life and
worldly wisdom, we are not disposed to bow to his
suthority in Literature any more than in morale.

The supposed imsipidity of Greek epigrams had
been a wellkmown enbject of jest in Paris in the cen-
tury preceding Chesterfield's time, Racamn, the French
poet, weg shown by a lady some epigrams of her own
composition. He pronounced them bad, because they
wantad point. 8he replied that that was of no con-
sequence, a8 they were apigrams 4 lo Grecque.  They
met ab dinner soon afterwards, where the soup served
up was not very palatable, and the lady observed to
Racan that it was abominable. He replied: * Made-
moisella, it is soupe & la Grecgue,” which expression
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having got abroad became a favourite mode of
designating an indifferent soup.* A French poet,
or indeed a French man of fashion generally, was
likely enough to miss in the Greek eompositions the
piquaney for which his own liferature iz so remark-
able, and Cheeterfield’s school of taste was eminently
Freneh. But Menage himsalf, who tells the story
given above, but who wae & good scholar, and &
considerable wit, appreciafod highly the Gresk epi-
grams, and compossd 8 good many Greek imitations
of them.

Men of the greatest learning and hest taste have, since
Chesterfield’s time and down to our own day, given a
very differant verdiet from hiz opinion, and, we may
say, have done g0 nnanimously. We find, o doubt,
in the Anthology, that admixture of geod, bad, arfil
indifferent which Martial pronounese to be unavoid-
able in all gimilar collectons; but to prefer Martial
to his Greek prototypes, or rather predecessors, as
Chesterfield does, would now be univarsally held to
be blind and tasteless critiviem. 'We feel assured that,
even under the disadventages arising from their wearing
an English dress, the specimens given in this volume
will justify to its resders the high estimate of the
Anthology which has eo completely gainaﬂihammﬂ
ant among men of trus discernment.

Until the beginning of the seventeenth century the
only “ Greek Anthology” considered to be extant in
anything like & complete state was the collection made

* Menagians, 165
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by Maximus Planudes, s monk of Constantinople, who
flouriched about the middle or in the earlier half of
the fourteenth century. Planndes was considered to
have compiled this collection from an Anthology, or,
s it wae called, a * Cycle,” of epigrams, put togsther
by Agathiss—surnamed, from his stndy of law, Scho-
lasticus—a well-known though heavy historian, who
wae & native of Myrind, and lived in the time of Jus-
tinian, in tho sixth century after Christ. Planudes's
collection was distributed into seven books, under dif-
erent heads, according to the subjects treated of

It waas about the year 1606 that the great scholar
Balmagius, then a youth of eighteen, discovered m the
library of the Palatinate at Heidelberg angther MS. of
a Groek Anthology, eompiled by Constantinus Cophalas,
of whom not even the name had been previously heard.
Cephalas appears to have lived about the beginning of
the tenth cenfury, and thus, in point of chronology,
oosupies an intermediate position between Agathiag
and Planmdes, The latter collector, as seems now
to be probable, employed himself chiefly in abrdging
snd rearranging the work of Cephalas, which iz gene-
rally the more eopious of the two, though not on all
subjeots. Planndes has been somowhat harshly as-
sailed s mot merely destitute of taste, but s having
expurgsted lines and even stanzas i tho original
poems, and either omitted them altogether or replaced
them with phrascology of hiz own. We are not will-
ing, however, to cancel or much diminish the debt
which we undoubtedly owe him ; and thers are not a
few epigrams suppressed by him which have since come




