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CONSTITUTION

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.






CONSTITUTION,

Wk, the people of the United Btates, in order fo Preambie.
form a more perfect union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranqoillity, provide for the
commen defence, promote the general welfare,
and secnre the blessings of liberty to oursalvea
and omr posterity, do ordain and establish
this Constitution for the United Btates of
America.

ARTIOLE I,
ERCTION I.

All Isgislative powers herein granted shall he Congren.
vested in a Congresy of the Uoited States, which
shall consist of & Benate and House of Repre-
santatives.

BRCTION II.

The House of Representativea shall be com-Frareeniative,
posed of members chosen every second year by
tha people of the several Btates, aud the electors
in each State ghall have the qualifications requi-
gite for electors of the most numercus branch of
the Btate logislature.

No person shall be a Representative who shall foifcsson of
not have attained the age of tweuty-five years,
and been seven yearsa citizen of the United
Btates, and who shall not, when elected, be an
inhabitant of that State in which he shall be

chosen,



6

Apportionment
of reprodan tathvas
nzes,

OONBITTUTION. AETIOLE §

Representatives and direct taxes shall be ap-
portioned among the several Btates which may
be included within this Union, according to their
respeotive numbers, which shall be determined
by adding to the whole number of free persons,
including those bound to service for a tarm of
yoars, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-
fiftha of all other persons. The actual enume-
ration shall be made within three years after
the first meeting of the Congress of the United

Gensun evary o0 Bfntes, and within every subsequent term of ten

Vacanchee, how
Allad.

Eepresenintives
choose odfioars
and bring im-
peachmenis.

Bonats, how
chistn,

years, in such manner as they shall by law direct,
The nnmber of Reprosentatives ehall not exceed
cne for every thirty thousaud, but each Biatc
ghell havs at least one Represantative; and until
guch enumeration shall be made, the State of New
Humpshire ehall bo entitled to choose three, Mus-
sachusetls oight, Rhode Tslond and Providence
Plavdations one, Uonnecticst five, New York six,
New Jersey four, Pennsplvania eight, Delaware
one, Marylund six, Firginio ten, Norik Carelina
fiva, South Uarcling five, and Georgia threo.

When vacancies happea in the representation
from any State, the executive anthority thereof
shall iesne write of election to fill such vecancics,

The Honss of Representatives shall choose
their Speaker and other officers; and shall have
the sole power of impeachment.,

EECTION III.

The Senate of the United Biates shall be com-
posed of two Senators from each State, chosen
by the legislature thereof, for six years; and
each Benator shall have one vote,



ARTICLE © CONSTTTUTION. T

Immediately after they shall be asgambled in sensioes closses.
consequence of the firet election, they shall be
divided a8 equally as may be into three classes,

The seats of the Senatora of the firat class shall
be vacated at the expiration of the second year;
of the second claas, at the expiration of the fourth
year, and of the third class, at the expiration of
the sixth year, ao that one-third may ba chosen
every second year; sod if vacanoies happen by Tacancles, how
resignation or otherwise doring the recess of the i
legislature of any Btate, the execulive thereof
may make temporary appointments until the
next meeting of the legislature, which shall
then fill such vacancies.

No person shall be a Senator who shall not Quibeation of
have sttained to the age of thirky years, and ="
been nine years a citizen of the United Btates,
and who shall not, when elected, ha an inhabitant
of that Btate for which he shall be chesen.

Mhe Vice Prosident of the United Stetea shall vice Preddent
be President of tha Senats, but ghsll have numm'
vote, unless they be egually divided.

The Benate shall choose their other officers, vieem of Senate.
and also a Prosident pro tempors in the absence
of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise
the office of President of the United Btates.

The Benate shall have the sole power to try mrs of snpssch-

all impeachments. When sitling for thet pur- S
pose, they shall be on cath or affirmation,
When the President of the United States ig
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: and nc
person shall he convicted without the coneur-
renoe of two-thirds of the members present,



Judgment ln L
ponghments.

Efect of.

Elestinns, when
wnd how held,

ED'HEI'ﬂ'U‘IIDN. ARTIOLE &

Judgment in eases of impeachment shall not
extend further than to removal from office, and
disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of
honoe, trust or profit under the United States :
but the party convicted shall neverthelessa bhe
liable and pubject to indictment, trial, jedgment
and punighment, according to law,

SECTION IV.

The times, places snd manner of holding
alections for Benators and Representatives, shall
be preseribed in each Btate by the lepislature
thereof ; but the Congress may at any time by
law make or alter such regulstions, except aa
to the places of choosing Sensatcrs.

Congressessemblc  The Congress shall arsembls at leagt once in

anmualiy.

Eltctiona, 109
Indged.

Quoraim.
Abwent membety,

Rules.

Expulsion.

every year, and such meeting shall be oo the
firat Monday in December, unless they shall by
law appoint a different day.

EBCTION V.

Each house ghall be the jndge of the elactions,
refurng and qualifications of its own members,
and & majority of oach shall constitnte a quurum
to do business; but a smaller number may ad-
journ from day to day, and may be suthorized
to compel the attendance of absent members, in
such manner, and under such penalties as each
honge may provide,

Each honse may determiue the rules of its
proceedings, punieh its members for disorderly
behavior, and with the concurrence of two-
thirds, expel & member,



