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Tag improvement of the Tyne is a topic so much agitated

A of late, that it might seem, there can hardly remain an open-
ing for its further discussion. It is, however, an irksome,

and not always a satisfactory task, to gather results from

I‘ masses of evidence, often of a contradictory character, and
i from which, =s well a3 from other sources, we fail, perhaps,
] at last, to elicit fixed rules or principles, enabling us to

| substitute fact and certainty for conjecture or opinion.

It is for the purpose of inquiring whether such fixed
principles do really exist, and if 40, in what maoner they

admit of a practical spplication, that the following essay
has been written.

The views advanced are illustrated by diagrams, and, it is
) hoped, are explained with sufficient elearness to render further

prefatory remarks unnecessary.
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