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INTRODUCTORY.

Every native of that part of Boaton within the limits of the old
town of Roxbury cherishes with patriotic pride the historie tradi-
tions which cluster about its pleasant hills end valleys ; and since
the bloiling of its pame from the list of municipalities of the
State, — congegnent upon the annexation of this district to Roston, —
very general rogret has heen expressed that no conneeted history of
the town in the Revolution had been published. To (Gen. John L.
Swilt is due the honor of recenily calling public atlention to this
hiatus it the printed local records of the Revolution. A sentiment
uttered by hira in an oration at the dedicalion of Kennedy Hall, in
1474, proved to be themainapring of a movement which eulminated
in the celebration hereinalter recorded. Alloding to the incom-
pleteness of lhe wriften history of Roxbury, Gen. Bwift sog-
gested that the history of the town, in connection with the opening
gvents of the Revolution, would justify the localily in selecting one
day of the Centennial year for 8 commemorative celebration, and
the delivery of an historical address. '

The sentiment was loudly cheered ut the time of its uiteranco,
but wo aclion was taken to curry oul the idea. Indeed, it was for-
gotten by the general public, and the Centennial year had almost
pasged into history before it was recalled in a public manner ; and
then by o mere aceident. On October 9th, 1876, a commities from
the Roxbury City Guard met & committee from the Association of
its pust members — the Roxbury Artillery Association — to decide
how the two organizations should observe their annosl fsll parade.
It proved to be difficult to suggest s @rogramme upon which all
conld agree, and there was some delay, At length Capt. Wm. H.
Hutchinson, a private in the Guard, recalled ti® snggestion of
(Gen. Swift, and proposed that the old Norfolk (Guards be invited
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to join in the parade. He thought that the two corps, representing
the oldest military organizations of Roxbary, could arrange a pro-
gramme that wonld be acceptable to the citizens, and appropriately
carry oul the idea suggested by Gen. Swift. A week was taken to
consult with past members of both the veteran companies, and the
commitiee voted to invite the Norfolk Guards to co-operate, by the
appointment of a committee, which was aceepted. The committee
of arrungements, as thus constituted, was composed as follows :

FROM TIIE ROXDIRY CITY (HIARD,

apt. B. Head Wales, Ist Lieut. W 1T. Hawley.

2l Licuwt. James B, Austin. Livut. & Wm. Dewey ({Co. Staff).
Bergt, Tsane P. Grage (Past Com. ). Corp, Darius ¥, Eddy.

Privaw: F. C, Brownell Frivate Wm. H. Hutchinson.

Private Churles E. Osprood.

FROM THE ROXBURY .ARTILLERY ASBOCIATION.

1at Lt. Com. J, P, Jordan (Past Com. ). | Sr. 2d Lient. Edwin H. Juenness,

Jr. 24 Licut. Jaswes H. KNugent, Gen, Tsaar 8. Barrell.
Capt. Jolin A. Seott. Capt. Ilcary A. Thomss,
Jient. Wm. H. Melntosh. E Bergt. Wm. H. Emery.

Bergt. Henry M. Jacobs.

FROM THE XNORFOLK GUARDS.

Lapt. James Guild (Tsst Com. ). Joavph W. Tucksr.
Joho Dove. ‘ J. Hermun Curtis,
John F. Newten. . oo, W. Pierce.
Jonas Fillebrown. Geo. B. Davia.

k. II. Wiswall.

Various sub-eommittees were appointed to arrange the several
parta ¢f the programme, and the date of the celebration was first
fixed for November 15th. Hon. William Gaston, ex-Governor of
the Commonwealth aud & former Mayor of Hoxbury, consented to
deliver an histofTeal oration, and the Standing Committee of the
Firat Religious Society, Rev. George Putnam, D. I)., pastor, voted
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to allow the church to be used for that purpose. Mr. Samuel F.
Williams, leader of the Winthrop-street Methodist Church choir,
volunteered to fornish a choir, and Mr, T. M. Carter, leader of
Carter’s Band, became responsible for the organization of an old-
fashioned bugle-band for the procession. Invitations were sent to
the following-named organizations to participate in the procession :
Encampment Thomas G. Stevenson Post 26, G A. R.; Roxbury
Horse Guards; Past Members of the Reserve Guard ; Encamp-
ments and Lodges of the Masons, (0dd Fellows, Knights of Pythias
and Knights of Honor; and the Dattalions of the Roxbury High
and Latin Schools. General Jssac Ss Burrell was chosen Chief
Marshal of the Day, and he designated an efficient corps of Aids.

An unexpeeted delay in the srrangements was caused by a fatal
accident to the father-in-law of Hon. Willism (Gnston, who was
compelled Lo decline to deliver the orailon. General Horace Bin-
ney Sargent, of Salem, a former resident of Roxbury, reluctantly
eoneented to prepare an oration dering the brief time allowed,
and mainly to accommodate him the celebration was fixed onc
week leter, viz., Nov. 22. When the nrrangements had thus far
been completed, s sub-committee was aothorized to publish in the
two local papers — the * Home Journal” and the * Roxbury City
Gazette” —and 1o mail two bundred postal-curd eopies of the.
following cirenlar: — ' '
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17786. 1876.
OLD ROXBURY

AND THE

CENTENINIATL Y EHEARI!

—

To the Citizens of the Town of Roxbury:

Tt haing deemed sminsntly appropriaie that the Centennial ¥ear should ba
obeerved in Roxbury, owiog to jhe promiment part laken Ly He clilvens in the
evertaof ONE HUNDRED YEARA A}, the vndersgned have heen deleguted
& sub-committes to snnonnice to our fellow-citlzens, thet & commities of the Rox—
bury Avtlllery and Clty Guamrd, togeiber with the Past Members of the
NWorfolk Guard, bave declded Lo naugurate a

ROXBURY CENTENNIAL DAY,
TO HE OESERYVED ON

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMITIZIT 22d4,

Apd o Invite bl persons Inierosied to glve the ton thelr aud
suppott.

An fur us arranged, the programeive for the day will elods n Milltary Pro-
oossien, am Dratlon hy GEN. TIDRACE EINNEY SARGENT,
8% the Church adifiee of the Arst Muliglous Boclety (Dir. Putnom's), sud &

NEW ENGLAND DINNER
At somo suitabie Hall, to be hersaftor announced.

An Old-Time DRugle Roand

Wil aceompany the prosessien, sud the Winthrop Street (Mothodist) 014
Folks Cholr have vehmteered to sing et the shurch,
Other ergankzations will be Invited to sppesr in the processlon, and it is hoped
the ocoasion #iay be observed as 3 HALE HOLIDAY.
The Eommittes desire tu digporse of & brge vwmber of DINNER TICKETS,
and have that part of the programeme parzke of the pture of &
GRAND RE-UNION

oF

OLD ROXBURY CITIZENS.
Fuarther detalls will ko porfected as early ae possible,
A BT, v o o

CAFT. J. P. JORDA
GEN, I. 5. BUERILL, E““"""!’ Artillary Aseoviution.

L ]
g‘n’o F. nw'rgﬁ‘ f“"’“’“ Quard, 5
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For two days preceding the 224 day of November & severe rain-
storm prevailed, and it was hoped that the third day would be
pleasant. This did not prove to be the case. The morning
of * Roxbury Day™ was cloudy, foggy overhead and muddy
underfoot, with occasional thick mists. By noon there was a
fuvorable change, and, althongh the clouds obscored the sun, ne
rain fell during the out-door exercises. The programme was folly
carried ont as previously arranged.

The Roxhury City Guard and the Roxbuory Artillery Associa-
tion met at their armory in Wehster Hall ; the Norfolk Guards,
the Grand Army Post and the Reserved Guard met at Dudley
Mull; and the Knights of Pythiss assembled at their hall at poon,

THE PROCESSTON.

The proceszion was formed st half-pust ooe o'clock, P. M., on
Washington street, with the right resting near the site of the old
fortifientions aL the corner of Williams sireel, in the following
order ;: —

Pratoow oF Pouror, onder Capt. Joeeph Hastings, of Station 9.

YEIERANE oF THR (Oun Nigar Warce oF Roxepey. — William I Cook,
Bclumwon Sachern, Manly D. Butler, George E. Matthews, Morrill F.
Berry, Samuel MeIntosh, Canberry Litehfield, Silas Dole, J. M. Swets.

Marsaarg. — General Fsaac 8. Bnrmll,l chief; Major George Cartis, Caps.
John A. Scott, Capt. Isasc ¥. (iragg, and Y. Foster Morse, Ksqs., Aids.

Carrer's CeNTENSIAL Bawp, — T. M. Carter, leader ; composed of & portion
of the regular Carter's Band, with Joseph Groen, of Providence, B. IL
Weston, Alonze Bond, George Kinsley, and John Ballard, veteran
musicians.,

Roxsrey Crry Goaen. —Capt. B. Read Wales, with honerary stafl, consisting
of Lieut.-Col. Nathaniel Wales, Major William A. Bmith, Adj't H. B.
Parkor, Quurtcrmaster Wm. H, Jones, of the staff of the First Battalion
of Infantry, M. V. M.; the compuny stafl consisting of Past Commander
Charles G. Davis, Lieuts. F. J. Ward, §. B. Rohun and A. ' W. Hersey,
and Dr. G. T. Perkins ; —fifty rifles in live. The company wore the gray
regimentnl uniform, bearskin hats, und white eross-jeits. The color-
guard wore the Artillery Company uniform of gray, trimmed with scarlet,
and gray shako. .



