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PREFACHKE.

Taxr Hiztory of the farly Baptist Church has
never yet been written, No book that treats com-
preheusively of Primitive Christianity, hiss viewed it,
so far as I know, from a Baptist point of contem-
plation, Buch an attempt is made, for the fimst
time, in the present Volume.

In preparing this History, T have had the most
serupulous regard to accuracy ; looking at every
point in the single lisht shed apon it by fhe Berip-
tures and by History., 1 am nol conseions of hav-
ing, in any instance, allowed what mirht be con-
gidered my Baptist predilections to influence, much
lesa to direct, my researches for the Truth, Hav-
ing taken the Scriptures and History as my guide,
[ have registered in the following pages, in a brief
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yet comprehensive manner, the resulte of my study
and reflection on the doctrines and usages of the
Early Baptist Chnrch.

I believe that net only all the leading, but all the
subordinale, positicns taken in this hook, are gtrictly
Daptist, Certuin it is, that there is no one of ils
gentiments which is not entirely concordant with the
distinebive principles and practices of that denomi-
nation,  On gome painfg of miner importance, there
being room for a candid difference of opinion, the
Baptists have no fixed and detorminate dectrine.
On these, I have felt ab liborty to discourse with
peclect freodom ; not aliempting 1o give.—whal,
in the notnre of the case, can not be defermined,
anid what, if it were determined, ought not, in any
way, 10 biag the mind of = hatery-writer—the
present opinion of the majority of ]"iaptistﬁ ; bt
gtwting the conclugions which my own mind has
reached after an independent and pains-taking in-
veslization. No topic have T treated hastily ; bot
have bestowed upon cach a serupulously coreful ex-
amination, TE has been my object to make a frue
rather than an immediately populor History ; being
firwly convinced, that, fhough error may meet with
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favor for atime, the fyuth alene can astand the Gery
trial of a rigid serntiny, and live in coming yuars.

This bool professes to be Parl Fiest of a ** Brief
Mistory of the Baptizte” in all sges. Tt iz also an
independent worle; containing » eompendions noe-
count of the History and of the Distinetive Princi-
ples and Practices of the Apostolic and Barly Bap-
tist (Twrch. Anolher velume, bringing the ITis-
tory down o owr own day, will be sdded in due
thwe, I found advisable.

I hove endeavored to malke this Treatize a hand-
hoole of the History and Usagcs of the Primitive
Baptist Church, ILit bring 1o {those who read if
the same pleasure and profib it has hronghd to him
who wrote i, T ghall be content.—Go forth, then,
child of labor, ehild of prayer; and maysi thoun
mect with a kind reception from candid and fruth-

loving hearts. Wu. C. Duwoar.
Naw-Onneaws, Jume 15, 1854,



