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Colenel ROBERT COWDIN, Commanding

IN SERVICE OF THE UNITED S5TATES, IN ANSWER
TO THE PRESIDENT'S FIRST CALL FOR TROOPS
TO SUPPRESS THE REBELLION, APRIL 15, 1861
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INTRODUCTION

THE Resolve adopted by the Legislature in
1go3, the Order adopted by Governor and
Council May 27, 1903, in pursuance of said Re-
solve, together with the Order jssued to the First
Regiment, M. V. M., from the office of the Ad-
jutant General of the Commonwealth, April 27,
1861, all of which are herewith printed, will ex-
plain this compilation.
The Commonwealth of Massachusctts ever de-
lights to honor its citizen soldier. Lapse of time

does not cloud her recollection nor cool her warm
appreciation of their valorous deeds. More than
forty-two ycars have passed since the call to arms
hereby memorialized was promulgated, and, not-
withstanding the names of the officers and men
of this command have since that time been upon
the honor roll in the archives of the Commeon-
wealth, it has scemed fitting that they should
be collated and compiled, that distinct emphasis
should be given to their prompt performance of
patriotic duty. That the regiment was not required
upon the first call to perform active campaigning
detracts nothing from the meed of glory which is
theirs; they were ready; they did not *reason
why"; they obeyed orders; they were “minute
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men” of 1861, as truly as were their compatriots
in the earlier time of Freedom's trial in 1775,
Nor is this all. Of the names borne on the rolls
published in these pages, ninety per cent. are those
of men who unhesitatingly stepped from the ranks
of the militia into those of the United States
Volunteers, First Massachusetts Infantry. The
regiment performed brilliant service in the Army
of the Potomac from 1861 to 1864. Its grand
record, covering the campaign from Blackburn's
Ford to the Wilderness, has been told elsewhere.

It need only be recalled here that this com-
mand was the first of the three years’ regiments,
armed and equipped, to report at Washington in
the early and dark hours of the Rebellion.

The few officers and men of the original militia
regiment, whose circumstances forbade their leay-
ing for the front with the volunteer command,
nevertheless rendered patriotic service. As the
Forty-second Infantry, M. V. M., their recruited
ranks were mustered in for service in the Depart-
ment of the Gulf in 1862-63, and again in 1864
the regiment entered the service for honorable
duty in the defences of Washington.

In 1808, though the changes in the organiza-
tion had been many, the old regiment was found
true to its traditions. On the day after the dec-
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claration of war against Spain it marched into Fort
Warren with ninety-nine per cent. of its regi-
mental strength present for duty, and with the
honor of being the first militia command in the en-
tire country to come to the assistance of the gov-
ernment. And shortly afterwards, following the
example of its predecessors of 1861, it was mus-
tered into the volunteer service of the United
States. To-day it is worthily upholding the regi-
mental record, with the distinction of having been
the first regiment ever designated by the Secretary
of War, in time of pecace, to take part in the
annual manceuvres of the regular army. It would
seem, then, that the patriotism of the men whose
names arc recorded in the following pages has
borne its legitimate fruit, and in the publishing
of this record it is hoped that two lessons may
be taught to future gencrations— first, the recog-
nition of devotion to sworn duty, — second, the
presenting an example worthy of emulation to the
young men to come after us who may, perhaps,
(we hope not) at no distant day be called upon
to respond, in a similar emergency, to a call in
defence of our country and her institutions.

LUKE EDWARD JENKINS
FPrivate Company B



