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PREFACE,

Tur hook of the Revelation appears
to be peculiarly adapted for Sabbath
meditation, Ny it we are admitted
into heaven itself, and may learn some-
thing of the spint, employments, and
glories of that blessed place, We are
favoured therein with maoy glimpses of
the happiness that awaifs ua; and, no
doubt, the Holy Spirit of G'ud will
bless thc humble believer. when' medi-
tating on those thingsthat re revealed,
and when seeking -theteby -to have
his faith Increased ~.ahd ]:na hope
strengthened, 5

The Sabbath evenmg seems to be a
most fit time for this sacred employ-
ment.  The holy daties of the day are
nearly over; and the soul, no doubt,
has been helding communion with its
God and Saviour ; worldly cares have

been, for a time, suspended, tranguillity
A2
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reigns without and within, and every-
thing invites to meditation on heaven,

The following thoughts, it is hoped,
may sometimes suggest to the believer
a subject on which to dwell more fully
in the hour of retirement. Bome of
theze meditations have already been
published, and having proved a comfort
to some sick and dying persogs, it has
been requested that this third edition
should be enlarged, and contain medi-
tations for every Sunday in the year. It
may be a consolstory thought to the
Christizn, thet others of his fellow-
pilgrims are meditating on the same
passage, ahd enjoying on thet Sabhath
evening the same glimpse of their com-
mon home above. And may the Holy
Spirit eneble his people greatly to re-
joice in the hope of “an inheritance
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away."

Kimberworth, Dee, 5, 1356,
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[lwr Simnax.

H Hleaged {2 bie that readath, and they thet bear the wonda
if thls pm]:'huna‘, and keep Lhogs things whirth are
written thereln, " —Kev. 1. 3.

It has been said that this is the only
book in the Bible to the reading of
which an especial blessing is promised.
Letus, then, while we meditate upon it
expect thia special blessing from a faith-
ful, promise-keeping God. Let usecpeet
that these glimpses of heaven will ren-
der us more heavenly in our affections
gnd desires—more heavenly in our
lives and converantion, What is it we
are about to meditate vpon, and what
glimpse is about te he displayed to our
mind's eye ¥ It is to read and hear of
heaven that we are invited. It is to
see by faith the glories of the new Jeru-
salem, through reading and hearing the
words of this prophecy, that we are
encouraged. And can we do so with-
out deriving benefit? Surely not.
The natural effect of looking at things
which are unseen and eternal must be
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to cast a shade over things that are
seen and temporal, What comparison
can that which is to last bat for a time
have with that which is to last for
ever? But, more than this, if the
thing set before us iz beautiful in
itself, valuable to us, worthy of our
choiee, and to be our pwox, and our own
for ever, muat it not be most worthy
of our regard and attention now ; must
it not lead to a depreciation of every-
thing else in comperison with it And
thie iz the subject on which we are
encouraged to meditate,. It is a
subject in which we have e deep per-
sonal interest. Inheritors of the king-
dom of heoven! shall we not read with
eagerness the deseription of our inheri-
tance ; shall we not rejoice in our privi-
lege and prospeets, and look with
longing eyes and glowing hearts to~
wards the opening light which gives
ns, in the blessed book of the Revela-
tion, even a glimpse of our glorious



