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PREFATORY NOTE.

HE main object in publishing thia littla pamphlet is to embody
information about the Aloe Mibre Industry in Mauritins

aud 5 paper written vn the minor products and regourees of Ceylon
about fifty yoars apo by the laio Mr. Henry Meade. The latber
will be found on pages #7-48. Wea have had io visw the en-
eouragement, if posaible, of & new local induefry in some one or
other fibre-plant, such as has heen succssafnlly astahl;sha:l in
Maoriting, and ooder the oame of # 8izal Fibre or Hemp” (see
page 47) in the Babamas and othor parts of the Weat Indies and
Mexico, and Yueatan. Mr. D, Morria’s paper on Ramis and China

Grasn, pago 46, is well worthy of loeal attention.

We trust to see a growing trade in Fibres beyond those now
included in onr Customs list, eatablished arelong in Ceylon.

Covomeo, lst Oetober, 1001,






PREPARATION OF AND TRADE IN ALOE
FIBRE IN MAURITIUS.

E are printing on page 2 ef seq,, a pamphlet publighed in Manritius
in 1882 and translated for we in that year, Ite publication has
been delayed in consequence of the very discouraging results of trials
with the ¢ Death ™ machinery to obtain fibre choaply from the leaves
of Fourcroye gigantes, the very species of alos which has beon 80 stics
ceszfal in Mauciting, There it scome to apread and grow speataneously
and to be cultivated and prepared om o large seale, the export of alog
fibre from the sugar island having attained extensive dimengions. Tha
E\lsmt could be grown to any extent in Ceylon, snd the whola qoestion
inges on the tuse of machines which will da good work and cheaply,
Such machines seem to be available in Mauritiue. In 1BB2, it will be
obeeryed, M. de Chaznl stated that 3 per cont of the weight of leaves
in fibre of 1% ton of fibre per acre would pay him.  As fea enltivation
seems likely Lo be overdonc, somo of our readers may wish to turn
their ationtion 1o the cultivation of ibre-yialding plants and to the pre-
paretion of the fibres, We therefore publish the long delayed transle-
tion, and we hops soon to get forther information from Mauritios,
aspecially as to the machinery and applisnces (chemicals boing desmad
ohjeetionable) nsed in extraeting che fibre from the leaves. The mode
in which manila hemﬁ{Mm texfilta) ie dealt with in the Philippines
is thus described by Mr. Wilkinson, British Coneul at Manils :—

# ¢ Twg strong wprights are frmly fized in the ground and connested by &
crose bar, in the eentre of which n large brond-bladed knife ia fized dowowards
on & block of wood fastened lengthwise on the bar; the Lknifs has a strong
handle, which is conoeered by 8 cord o a long bamboo made to neb aa & unriuﬁ
by beiog tled io the middle and the butt parallel and abore the bor; the froe an

ne forms a supple and poweriul apring and bolds the edge of the knife tirmly
aguinat the bloeﬂ i belnw the bar there is & treadle attached by a cord to the
handle of the knifs : the mode of eperarion is for tha worker to stand opposita
the knife placing aither foot om the treadle, which ba depresses, thos forein
the kuoife handle down aud the blade up; he then places a sirip of stalk (el
locally sife) between the binde and e bleck lenving nu;f' entugh to wrap
round & stock on Lha near side; he then relesses the treadls and the koife by
the aation of the bamboo apring, nips thestrip frmly aguinst the block, and on
the workmen drawing the strip throngh the pulp is left behind, The apparatus
is extremely simple and inexpensive.’

“ In tha Bulietin for April 1887 {No. 4) published by the suthorities of
Eew, there is a great deal of intereating inforimation re%nrding the Manils
hemp. It is there stated that the whols sapply comes from the Philippine
Islande ; the imporss to Great Britain ' amoonnts to ebont 170,000 bales and to
the United Btates about 160,000 bales, equnl to about 50,000 tona per snpum.”
The lmports to Caloutta are comparatively insignificant belog probably lecs
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than 304 tons per annam, Tt ia stated in the Kew repork thab a labonrer work-
ing under presaure ‘“can olean neacly 20 L. of hemp per diem ; bat, as & rule, the

nantity ¢leaned by one man working steadily day by day averages about 12
b. ; ganelly two mien work togother, one eutting down the stems and aplit-
ting -them, while the other cleans the fibre, At the corrent rate of wages io
1879 one labourer's earnings wers Thd, to 84, por diom,”

ALOE FIBRE AND ITS PREPARATION.*
B¥ Evenor DR CHAZATL

{(Trenslufed by “Edroly Firda)

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION,

The cordial welcome which this little book bhas mat with at the
bande of the public since ita first edition, which was brought out ab the
expense and by the order of the Chamber of Agriculture, the sustained
demand of which it has been the object in various directions,—a
demand which haslad to itz axhavstion, —ahova all, the growing favour
which the new industey enjoys, bave encournged ms to bring out a
sscond edition, ’

The enly pretention to which this essay has aspired has been to
call poblic attention to & new preduct, till then little known, buk
destined, in the opinion of & emall aumber of followers, te march side
by side, in the near future, with the great sugsr industry {n this colony.
Its appearance bhas coincided with the discovery of new appliances,
which have given n conaiderable impulse to the meanufacture, because
they lower tho net cost of the fibres, and alsc with a 1isc of the ariicle
in the London Market. Theee two causes onited have brought about
quite a revolution amoug ua.  Twportamt affiirs have besn seen to
taks place in & fow months ; new coropaties have been formed ; large
extenta of und have been bought at prices which the former pro-

tietors of land long depreciated uo longer hoped to secare ; works

ve been ereeted ; and motion and life have all at ooce fowed into

those vast soliludes of the coast, deserted sinee the disappearance of
the cane. .

It hae been thought fit to necord to this pamphlst the honour of
this transformation.

I will not have the falsa modesty to think that it has not helped
towards it ; but I beliave that my duty i3 to make known the true
canses of the induatriul revolotion whiaﬂ. has just talen dpls.ce, and to
name the authors of it:—it is those who were not afraid, at the first
news of the progress realised, to itvest their funds in the new com-
penies,—who, as partizans convioced of the great future reserved for
the bardy plant, bave not hesitated to devote themsalves entively to
it,—and who, sympathizing spectators of the struggles of the early days,

* Do la Fibre d'Aloiis, et dea Réconta Perfectionnementa apporids dans
lea Proogdéa d'Extraciion,  FEtnde las & la Béunion de Is Chambre d'Agrical-
ture du 19 Janvier 15882 Deuxldwe édition. Manorice : The Merchants and
FPlantery' Gacetde, LTBS2.
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have understood that the moment had come for them to lend sheir effes-
tive cooperntion to a work which waz to endow the country with an
important sonrca of wealth, and have econtributed in a large measare
in overcoming the last ohstacles,

One is, indeed, asionished on assertaining what immense progress
this extrastion of aloe fibre, so long deapised, has realised in so short
a time. To be convinoed one has only to cast his eyes over the list
of societies formead in these last six monthe, sll of which also are ina
Hlourishing eondition, though of recent formation,

The following are the principal in the order of their appear-
&NcE —

1. Rouwge Terre Hemp Eotafe Socfely Limited, established with a
capital of R140,000, and producing about 1,600 lb. per day ;

2 Pulmyre Hemp and Suger Eslale Seciely Limided, established
with & capital of RI80,000, and alsg predueing 1,500 Ib. of fibra per
day, but lime and asgar hesides ;

3. Masulia Hemp Sociely Limited, established with a capital of
R120,000, and producing 20 tons of Gbre per monsh ;

4. M G’igoﬁ;y Hemyp Company Liméled, eatablisad with a capital
of B400,000, and predociog 20 tone per month ;

B. Fale ond Black Rfver Hemp Company Limited, established with
& capital of B480,000, and producing 40 tons of fibra gﬂr month ;

6. The Mauritivs Hemp Company Limited, started with a capital
of R180,000, and producing 150D b, por day ;

7. La Swidté de Yemen, R300,000, and producing fibre and
venilla ; )

8. The Albion and Gros Cailiour Seger and Hemp Company Limi-
ied, sstablished with o capital of R1,500,000,

Beside these joint stock Bocielies, a great number of private
goncerns have heen wet up, of which the principal are:—  °

1. Fertos, by M. da Mars, producicg from 12 to 15 tons per
month ;

2, Palma, by M. Bonioux ;

3, P. Toulet at La Montagne Longue ;

4, D'Unienville, at Beau Iassin, one of the promoters of tha
industry, and long at work ;

5. Vally, at La Petite Riviere, producing a soperior quality ;
and extremely partivalar as to the article that he delivers

6. J.Cauvin, at Les Pailles ;

7. M, Vigoureux, at Les Bambous, who not only cultivates vast
extents of land covered with magnificent alogs, but is alao planting up
on & very large soule ;

8. Balaklawa, by Messra. Bamuel Baker & Co., whose machines
are pat into motion by means of & powerful hydraulie apparatus ;

9. Lastly, 8 Andsing, which combines the latest improvements
and will soon {agin producing,

All ave active ; many produce over one too per day—and some
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are already yielding dividends. This is not all. Everywhere plant-
ing is going on, and after a lapse of less than five years all that shore
wEﬁrﬂ nothing grew beside the * old maid ™ will be found valuablas
and entirely covered with aloea,

But 1t 12 ot in Maurtive alone that the indnetrial and commercinl
world has been moved ; our neighbours of the sister-isle, prompt to
follow us in pur advance, have adopted our processes, and have set
themsalves serioualy to work., Less enterprising, less assisted, but az
courageons and sctive as those crenles of Manritina who were lataly
dubbed ¢Lotus Fatérs,” and whom people in eertain circles persist in
eonsidering as attacked by lathargy, they have in their twrn, with the
help of some of our eompatricts, meclimatized in their countrg our
spparatuses, and are to enter upon a severs bub happy competition
with us.

If we look further afield, we see that in Ceylon they are givi
us attention—as witoess this letier which 1 have received by the mai
from the editor of ihe Ceyion Ohserser at Colombo :—* Wa zhould
deem it & great favour if you would send oE a copy of your work on
Alos Manipalation—Signed : A. M. & J. Farguson.” It is the same
in Australia, tha Cape, Watal, America, From all quarters our experi-
menta ars followed with interest, and oor mode of procedurs iz sought
to be adopted. Aloe Abre hae henceforth its distinet place in com-
mereial transactions, and it ie to the izland of Mauritiug that modarn
aivilization will be indebted for this importsnt articls, which will al-
ways maka its wny, forcing itself more and move, a6 first to the brosh
manufactory, to the makers of ropes, to the navy, and sftarwards Lo
the manufacturers of the finest and choicest textures. We have the
right then of being proud of the result obtained, and that of hoping in
the immense future which is opened out to us.

Every medal, howover, hasiis obverse: and ours liss in the
enthusissm with which the birth of the new indusiey was received.
We must be on our guard againet the danger which may result from
& hasty and badly-finished manufacture. If it is tme that we have
ended by winning the Arat place, ik ja no less true that we have only
reached it by the force of pationee and paina, Nowalays, in order to
bleach tha fibre, sume have lnst sight of this fundamental warnin
incessantly formulated by our buyers in the English market: "ﬁ
chemical process.” They also add, it is true: “The longest, the
whitest, and the softest posaible,” and itis to obtain one of these
desiderata that sulphurous acid has scmetimes been employed, or chlo-
rine and its derivatives, such as the hypochloride or the chloride of
of caleium, in order to blaach the fibre. These means are bad. and
they cannot but lead to a fal] in the price of our manofucture. And
the day that wa sow distrust in the market we shall have great diffi-
culty in restoring the paying prices that we are now actually realizing,

We must rd then against employing any chemical means
which may be of such a aature as to diminish the strength of resist-



